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éREPORT NUMBER DATE/TIME OF SICHTIN EPECD ATSCP
| ATSS-UFOB-103-56 17/0250Z Apr 56 | 23 apr 56
ﬁﬁ.TION OF SICHTING | LOGGED BY %
A/V over Fairfield, Utah ; S/Sgt DeRudder 5
, : |
MEANS RECD ACTION TAKEN 1
Letter No investigation authorized E
TNVES GNT TATE 1iViS ASSICGNED ' ASSICNTNG OFFICER f
N/A - | w/a /A |
:f DATE IR RECD HQ TATE IR APPROVED {DATE IR TO ATIC !
| 1/a | N/A N/A |
i
DATE FORM S :
23 for 56
COMMENTS 1

Due to the duration of the sighting, the position of the UFOB as
compared to the position of Vernus at the time of the sighting, and

the description of the object as well as its course; it is the opinien
of this headquarters that this sighting was probably cuased by the

planet Venus

CONCLUSICNS

PROBABLY ASTRONCMICAL: Venus

ATSOP FORM 7 (2 APR 55)
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HEADQUARTERS =~ e
Office of the Commander 2849TH AIR BASE WING i
Hill Air Force Base, Utah
Rl | 350

SI’DLEC:.‘ . :jf"] ’}entified 1“1“}11A: )U;ICJ)TJ Sil 1")1‘[;:1.;1,‘;

: Commander
Adir Defense Command
Ent Air Force Base
Colorado Springs, Colorado

The inclosed report of an unidentified flying object is
herewith forwarded in accordance with the provisions of Air Force

Regulation 200-2,

1l Incl
Statement (Capt Petit)
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17 April 1955

I, Thomas P. Petit, Captain, USAFR, A0-770390, do hereby mzke the
following statement of the sighting of an unidentified flying object. I
have been a rated flying officer since March 194l and have approximately
1300 total flying hours; 230 are in jet aircraft. I am presently assigned
to the 313th Fighter Bomber Squadron (Reserve) at Hill Air rorce Base in.
the capacity of Operations Officer. :

On 16 April 1956 at approximately 1950 MST while on an IFR, 1,000
feet on top night flight from Kirtland Air Yorce Base to Hill Air Force
Base at 37,000 feet, I sighted an unidentified flying object. My position
at the first sighting was inbound to Fairfield, Utah on a heading of 290
degrees direct from Kirtland AFB. I had the object in sight for approx—
imately 25 minutes. The object was identified as being unknown after
turning off the cockpit lights and eliminating the possibility of interior
lighting being reflected from the canopy, moving my head around the cockpit
and checking nmy gun sight switch in the OFF positione In addition, the
object increased in size and a change of color became more distinct as I
drew closer; and the perception of the object's distinct movements becane
apparent., The color changed from very white to very blue rapidly but not
in any standard sequence. The object was originally closely observed for
the possibility of it being another aircraft. After discerning that the
object was not traveling either right or left and being in the 12 o'clock
position to my line of flizht, it was observed more closely for the
possibility of a collision course., While inbound to Fairfield, the object
continued to grow in size and the sharpness of the color change increased.
The flight pattern of the object was very rapid - horizontal and vertical
within a small area wita no set pattern. It did not move from the same
general area of the sky., After arriving over Fairfield, Utah, I reported
the sighting to Salt Lake ARTC and did not pursue the object any further,
since I was on an IFR clearances.

REPORT FOREMAT AFR 200-2

l. Since it was night flight, no discernible outline of the object
could be established.s The size would be estimated to be about the size of
a baseball, The color changed from brilliant blue to a brilliant white
periodically. There was only ore object. There were no discernible
features, exhaust trails or other identifiable features except the changing
lizhts and the strange movementse

2 The object was first noted as being a blinking light and identified
erroneously as being another aircrafts The elevation would be estimated to
be approximately 10,000 feet on a heading of 290 degrees from Fairfield, Utah
and approximately over Wendover, Utahs The flight pattern was from left to
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right, horizontally then vertically with no regular pattern. The speed
would be estimated to be very rapid and certainly one which no aircraft
to my knowledge could accomplish., The object did not disappear until I
penetrated the overcast into Salt Lake City Radio. The object was in my
sight for approximately 25 minutes,

3e The manner of observation was air to air, I was flying T-33A,
Serial Nr 53-5097 at 37,000 feet on a heading of 290 degrees at an indicated
air speed of 230 K., Home station is Hill AFBe '

li. The sighting occurred on 16 April 1956 between the hours of 1950
to 2015 MST. The light conditions were excellent for night., I was 1,000
feet on top and the stars and partial moon were very brilliant. It was
however night and distances are very hard to accurately establishe

5. The observer was inbound to Fairfield, Utah from Kirtland AFB on
a heading of 290 degrees and the object was first sighted 20 minutes out
of Fairfield (approximately 120 nautical miles) and was kept in sight until
crossing Fairfield and turning to a heading of 3L3 degrees inbound to Salt -
Lake City and the penetration started.

6. Thomas P. Petit, Captain, USAFRes, 3L3th Fighter Bomber Squadron
(Reserve), Operations Officer; Pilot, 12 years - 235 jet hourse

7. Weather reported by Wendover Air Force Base on a teletype at 1930
Hours, M5T: 7,000 broken, 20,000 broken, 20 miles visibility. Wind: North
Northeast at 10 K. Rain showers, unknown intensity to the West Southweste.
2030 Hours MST: 7,000 broken, 20,000 broken, visibility 15 K, very light
rain showerse Rain showers began at 2020 Hours, wind, West Northwest at
11 X, Winds 6,000 feet, 20 degrees, 10K, Winds 10,000 feet, 350 degrees
at 5 K. Winds 16,000 feet, 260 degrees at 15 K. Winds 20,000 feet, 260
degrees at 15 Ko Winds 30,000 feet, 260 degrees at 25 K. Winds 15,000 feet,
270 degrees at 30 K.

Observer's account of weather conditions: Visibility unlimited;
solid cloud layer, approximately 30,000, 5,000 feet thick over the area
involved. Salt Lake weather broken, Pilot went VFR at approximately
2l;,000 feet after penetrations :

8. None known,

9. None

10. Unknown; but object could not have been another aircrafte

1l. Unknowne

12. Unknowne

Ll if2242i
THUFAS P. PETIT
Captain, USAIFR
313th ighter Bomber Squadron





