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- LISOP : Long Distance Telephone Call

. Comdr, 116024 AISS ATSOP , 23 May 56
' - 0930 hours
 AISS Log #26
S/5et. DeRudder/lh98

MEMORANDUM FCR RECORD:

1, Telephone conversation between S/Sgt DeRudder, this headquarters, and
Captain Louis Monroe, Flight 2-D,

2. The undersigned called Flight 2-D to authorize the investigation of a
UFOB sighted by the pilot and co-pilot of a T=33 near Monroe, Louisiana, at
23/0515Z May 56.

3. It was requested that Flight 2-D ccntact the UFOB observers telephonically
at Greenville AFB, Mississippi, to ascertain all pertinent data about the sighting,
It was then suggested that a balloon hypothesis would be the hest hypothesis to
check out first, Texas A & M college was suggested as the most probable agency
to contact. Capt. Monroe was informed that all MDH balloons flights within the
ZT had been checked out with negative results,

L. It was requested that Capt Monroe call headomarters if a situation
demanding TDY should arise,

~J
oLy

A p |
Ronald D, DeRudder, S/Sgt, USAF
AIC, UFOB Program
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,PAGE THREE:‘ OF ‘RJESYQ]{Q

3. MILITARY EE Ry
LT+ KURT CARLEY 27792A.‘
- 3585 PILOT TRAING WG.

GREENVILLE AFB MISS
PILOT EXPERIENCED IN INTERCaPTIONS.
7« WEATHER! AND WIVD TTTTT1111111rr1TT1
"TTTTT*’II‘ :

' 1111111111111TTTTTM i ‘

i 554 WEATHER AND WINDS ALGFT/xT TIME AND PLACE OF SIGHTING.
A.. CLEAR: MOONLIT NIGHT. _U %
B. SURFACE Sibiy DEGREES/ : KNOTS
- 6299 FEET. 233 12 PR
16,220 FEET.
20,293 FEET!
3@ 209 FEET.
52,028 FEET
89,2080 FEET

C. CEILING=: NONE ' .
D VISIBILITY-13: MILES
5. CLOUD COVER- NONE
Fa THUNDERSTORMS-‘NONE »
%. NONE T ; o il
9« AIRCRAFT. WAS WITHIN ZZZ YARDS OF OBJECT.
19. UNK.

'l. OPERATIONS OFFICE, MAXWELL FLIGHT SERVICE CENTER, MAXWELL AFB, ALA

- 12. NONEM
SIGNED GOLINSKY EJO
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CDRAFT DRAFT " DRAST

" CCMMENTS of Approving Office

-1, This hea&duarters does not concur with the oéinion of the Preparing
Officér that fhis sighting was caused by an optical phenomenon. Inasmuch as
thglébject appeared-tq become larger as the SOURCES approached it and then
‘ appeared to diminish in size as tﬁe'SCURCES withdrew from it, the existance
of a sﬁlid_pbjecf rathef than a type‘of optipal ﬁhenomenon is indicated.

2}‘ It is the opinion of this headquartérS'that this sighting was caused

- by the radlosonde balloon launched from the U.S. Weather Observatory at
Shrevnno"t Loulslana, at 22/210008T May 1956 (See para 5a, page 9). The
Lollow1ng data is given in sunoort of the above hypothesis:
" a,. The 1nvest13at1ve unit placed a SOO gram radlosonde balloon in
;ine‘area of the sighting at the time of it Sl

' b. During the passage of a jet aircraft near a balloon, the air
currents'genefated b& the'passing‘airCraft cdupled with the jet exhaust
woulé;create fhe impfession of deceptive and erratic movements on the part
of'tﬁe balloon. Striking at a float ing child's balloon with an open band
would simdate this action.

'ﬁl 6; As the alrcrafb passed beneath the object a brlcnt light flashed
in tn° observers‘ eyes, lote that the llgﬂu on the r“dlosonoe balloon is
mounued on the end of bh° suspension train,_beneath the balloon, (See attached
diagrams). Even a small light would pear particularly.briéht after one's

: éyeé had beccome adjﬁsﬁed to the darkness of night flight.

d. The oscillation of the suspenéioﬁ train due-to winds would cause
thellight on the end Qf the suspension.train to appear in any bosition‘in re-
lation to the balloon, otﬁe; than above it.

e, At the tWWe of tne 31ght1ng there was a three-quarter moon in’ the
.soﬁihenrsky which‘woulj have'lllumlnated the white oalloon, creatlng the dome

effect.
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DRAFT DRAFT ) DRAFT

| CCMMENTS of Approving Officer (conttd)
| f. The red 1ight which was noted by one SCURCE qould have been the
~white running ligh£ as seéﬁ through the red parachute atﬁached to the suspension
train. ' (See abtached di;grams).
g. .OnevSOURCE estimated the object to be 10° above the hofiﬁon at
initial contact ana 250 above horizon at last cohtact, indicating that the ob-

~ Jject was slowly ascending.
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COMDR 11602D AISS ENT AFB COLO 06/2015Z JUN 56 UNCLASSIFIED
. ROUT INE

OIC FLT 2-D L602D AISS TINKER AFB OKLA | X

BT

/mzCLASSIFIED/AISOP_____PD REF 2D-UFOB-2-56 AND URMSG AIS2D 89 FD REQ THIS HQ BE
FURNTSHED WITH COMPLETE CMM REPEAT CCMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT BALLCCN PD K
DETAIL IS TO BE OVERLCOKED FD OF UTMOST INTEREST ARE CLN SIZE OF BALLOON AT 19,000
FRET CMM COLOR OF BALLCON G2 CCLCR OF ATTACHED PARACHUTE CMM PCSITION AMND STZE"IC!
OF ALL LiGHTS Cid LENCTH OF TRAIN CMM METHCOD OF ATTACHING LIGHTS TO TRAIN CMM
POWER( SUPPLL TFOR LICHTS PD REQ THIS HQ BE FURNISHEED WITH A DIAGRAM OF BALIOON
wTTH ALL PARTS IABELED AS WELL AS WITH A DIACRAM OF THE PCWER SUPPLY SHCWING HOH .

LTCHPS ARE ATTACHED TO IT PD END

BT
PNCLASSIFIED | 1 1
" ROHALD D DERUDDER, S/Sgt, USAF {ENRY C BOBER CAPT USAF

AISOP ' 1,198 ASS!T ADJUTANT
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DE RJWFNK xle G

R 0520057 foll B
FM 0IC FLT 2-D 4602D 'AISS TINKER AF3 OKLA
10 COMDR 4682D AISS ENT AFB COLO

i
A

' 'PRODUCE NEG RESULTS PD WX OBSR SUGGESTS CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO
#ACT . THAT AT TIMES BALLOON WILL APPEAR AN ORANGE COLOR DUE TO.
‘,P% LECTION FROM WHITE LIGHT SUP BELOW PD END PD
B -

| ‘@q/?zlleJUN RJWFNK

‘:'UNCLAS FROM AISZD 89 PD ATTN AISOP PD REF 2D—2 UFOB-SG PD FUR INVESV i
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BT
/ UNCLASSIFIED/AISCOP PD REF 2D-UFOB-2-56 ANP URMSG AIS?D 89 PD REQ THIS HQ BE

FURNTSHED WITH CCMPLETE CMM REPFAT CCMPLETE DESCRIPTICN OF SUBJECT BALLCON PD KO

DETAIL IS TO BE OVERLCOKED PD OF UTMOST INTEREST ARE CIN SIZE OF BALLOON AP 19,000
FEET CMM COLOR OF BALLOON CMM COLCR OF ATTACHED PARACHUTE CMM POSITION AND SIZE '~
OF ALL LICHTS CMM LENGTH OF TRAIN CMM METHOD OF ATTACHING LIGHTS TO TRAIN CMM
PONERCSUPPLY FOR LICHTS PD REQ THIS HQ BE FURNISHED WITH A DIAGRAM OF BALLOON
WITM ALL PARTS LABELED AS WELL AS WITH A DIACRAM OF THE PCWER SUPPLY SHCWING HOW
LTIGHTS ARE ATTACHED TO IT PD mD

BP
UNCLASSTFITD o S|
ROMALD D DERUDDER, S/Sgt, USAF HENRY C POPER CAPT TUSAF

AISOP L1498 ASS'T ADJUTANT
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AISCP - Long Distance Telephone Call
Gomdr, 4602d ATSS - ATSOP a i, June 1956
: : 1315 hours
ATSS Log #39

§/Sgt DeRudder/LhoB

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:

1., Telephone conversation between S/Sgt DeRudder, this headquarters, and
7/Sgt Munn, Flight 2-D.

2, The undersigned called Flight 2-D to reguest further investigation of
a sighting recenily investigated by Flight 2-D, % 2.D was informed that this
headquarters could not concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that the
sighting in question was caused by an optical phenomenon. I+ was requested that
¥1t 2-D again check with the Shreveport, La.s US Weather Observatory, to ascertain
the c%m_plat.e deseription of the balloon launched from that activity at 23/0300%Z
Kay - :

'3, Resulis of investigation to te forwarded this headquarters ASAP.

Ronald D, DeRudder, S/Sgt, USAF
KCOXC, UFOB Section .
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} tAIém;-N;FOB-E& 56

FROM (Aaew:v)

oy Flight 2..15 uéozd ATSS

3 DATE OF INFOR MATYON E\MLUATXON '

ﬁ'om 'AISOP ,Zjiﬁfay 56, Sqdn Pu:!.de 200.2 : '

nmuﬁmu in. ﬁnd am-unlmce paravruph Lm mclmru at lower lejt

, Invastigation concerned a reported sighting on 22 May 1956 ce..
'tween 2305 ax.'s{ 2315 GS'I of an unident;.fled object deseribed as ae-c-shaPed, resemn-

- ard extremely maneuvsrablek
$ cate» that ’the object has the characteristica of an optical phervo:nena.

1'1‘: "mzsm;.xma-‘ CG.PT LOUTS nomom A0 1864170

{

Begin text of report on AF Form H!,—-ny_ Iy

b}.ing 2 bully-cross;. solid,: emitting an intense white lizht, capable of high. speeds '
: Supplementary investigative research seems to indi-

-
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;\FFﬁR‘h ;IZ;PART“‘-‘ o HHCLASQ’ 3EB

(CLlSSlFICATION)

APPROVED ! JUNE 1948

AlR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Part One

PAGE 2 ] OF / j’ PAGES

| FROM (Ayeney) . REFOREINO. 2D-UFOB-2-JO -
F1t 2.D, 4602d AISS |

I. SOURCE: Earl D. Holwadel
Address: Office of Resident And;tor,_Greenville,AFB, Miss.
Age: 25 -

Occupation' Officer, USAF Anditor Pilot

Education* o S aniness Administration; Craduate, Pilot Training, -

1954

 Qualifications: SOURCE has been on active duty for approximately
o three years and on flying status for approxi-
mately three years.

, IT. RELIABILITY: SOURCE appeared to he highly intelligent. He was complately
sincere and answered all questions frankly., SOURCE indicated that, although sub-

- -Jected to the ridicule that often accompanies reports of this type, he felt it his
" duty to report the sighting as completely as possible. SOURCE's estimates of
neasurements may be considered fairly reliable as indicated by his estimates of

the relative size of known objects, In view of SOURCE!s military background,
information may. be considered reliatle.

III. 3SOURCE's DB SCYIPTIOﬁ O SIGHTING: SOURCE indicated that on 22 May 1956
at aooroxlmately 2305 CST while flying in the front seat of a T33 aircraft 50 Knots
northwest of Monroe, La. (CGeoref FJNC 5329), his attention waa attiracted to a
bright object in the sasterly portion of the sky. SCOURCE's course at time of
sighting was 0500 at 18,000 feet, At 2315 the object was again noted apparently
due east, and the decision was made to investigate, since the possibility of the
object being a planet or star appearsd doubtful., SOURCE stated he "peeled off™
to the south and moved in trail of object, which at that time appeared to be in
. the southeast, (See sketch, Incl F1, path and movement of obgec+). The object

appeared to be a great distance away from the aircraft, when suddenly it came straight
at the observer at a rapid rate of speed. SOURCE stated thay crossed the rear of
the objsct, experienced no wash, and moved south of it., Object moved away and then
 returned at high speed on a westerly course. SOURCE stated they cruised in front
of the object and noticed odd and extremely bright lizhting which did not resemvle
lighting of any known aircraft, Shape of the object could not be clearly deter-
mined and no wash was apparent on ~object’s wast side., SOURCE said maneuverability
of object was fantastic and at no time did it change its posktional -attitude in
raelationship to the aircraft. SOURCE stated that his aircraft passed under the
"nose" of object at a distance of approximately 75 yards and on a heading of 330°,
at which time an intensely bright white light flashed from object lighting up can-
opy of his aircraft. SOURCE stated object appeared to be squat, bully and cross-
shaped. It appeared to be shorter than a C47 and wider than a C47, There was no
visiblas wing span. Longest dimension of the bulk of object appeared to be 30 to

4o feet, (Incl #2, sketch of objeect). SOURCE saw no clear outline of object other
~ than the bulk or dome which was positioned at the center of the cross. It was from -
~this-dome that the bright white lizht appeared.” In addition to the white light
 SOURCE noted ons red lizht, resembling an aireraft running light on top of the dome.
However, "the brizhtest light eminated from the high windshield type observation )
. glass in the front of the dome. SOURCE obtained a good view of underneath sids

of -onject from 75 yards distance. It seemed to him that the under surface of object
.was of steel construction, and had a rib-liks appearance with the ribs extending
2 to 4 fest and creating a wave-like impression, (Incl #3, sketch of under side

>f object). During the 13 mirmtas riuratlon of si.vhting SOURCE noted that tnere

— SO

-
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UNCLASSIFIED

(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

AF-FORM 112—PART 11

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

rroM (Agency) REPORT NO.

, 2D-UF03-2-56 | Part One
- F1t 2D, 4602d AISS - e 3 e 14 el
(Cont'd)

were many stars in the sky and a three-quarters full moon. Object appeared brighter
" than bvackzround of the sky and resemblad the brightness of an automobile headlight
approximately one black away. Object appeared to stand still at times, speed up
and rush away, (twice), did not break into parts, give off smoke, change bright-
mass or shaps. It did not appear to flicker, throb, or pulsate. Object did not
riove behind anything or in front of anything during period of sighting. Object
appearsed to be solid and was view with the naked eye through the canopy of the
aireraft. Object emitted no perceivable sound and the edges appeared to be fuzzy
-or blurred. Only one object was noted. At the closest point of observation
SOURCE was certain object appeared to be as large as the size of a grapefruit
held at arm's length, and at farthermost point of observation resembled the'size
of a pinhead at arm's length. Object was still apparent in the sky when a decision
was made to leave the aresa. 3JOURCE stated that if he could construct the object
- from known material it wonld be of steel construction, bulky cross-shaped, approx-
imately 40 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 15 feet thiek at the center point. SOURCE
unabld to indicate a resemblance of object to any known configuration or common
object. SOURCE was looking approximately east when he first saw the objsct and
approximately west when he last saw the object. SJURCE estimated object was 90°
from true north and 10° above horizon when he first saw it, and 225° from true
north and 25° above horizon when he left the area. There were thin, and very
scattered clouds during the sighting. The weather was dry and cool. A 20 knot
wind at 260° was indicated. -30URCE stated this was the first time he had seen
this type of object, and could not give an opinion as to what it mizht be. Speed
of object ranged from hovering to velocities in excess of the 300-400 knots his -
aireraft was flyinz at the time, Closest and farthermost points of observation
were 75 yards and 60 miles approximately. OOURCE was quite disturbed by the occur-
ence and did not attempt radio contact with any air base or with the object during
.the period of sighting. S3JURCE was extremely impressed by the maneuverability of
“the object. '

.3 Incls:

. 1. OSOURCE!s sketch of path and movement of object
2. OSOURCE?'s sketch of object

" 3. SOURCE's sketch of under side of object

A
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Incl, # 1. Source's sketch movement of object.

B—=r

Path of A/C.
Path of object,

Rpprox. location of Shreveport, La.

AJ/C at 18,000 feet, 050 dsgrees, first noticed bright object at

1 o'clock,

A/C at 18,000 feet, 050 degrees,

Positlion of object at beginning of its path,
A/C above object,

A/C level with object.

A/C below object,

End of objsct's path,

Approx. location of Greenville AFB, Miss,
Approx. location of Vicksburgh, Miss,
Approx. location of Monroe, La,

-
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AF FORM llZ‘—PART 1l - U M.I—AQSEED

) (CLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (lgency) REPORT NO.

" 2D-UF0B-2-56 Part One
Flt 2-D, 46024 AISS b

oo 5 o« J4 &3
N.

0

| In;l #2.  Top view of object, looking down. (Source's sketch)

Legend: -
o

Pt. 1. Extension on both sides of object not over six feet from
" bulk of object.
Pt. 2. Rear of object.
-Pt. 3. 'No visible,structure from the rear of object.
Pt. 4. ' One steady red rumning light, of normal A/C intensity.
Pt. 5. More than one white light 2 to 3 feet from bulk of object.
Pt. 6. Fronk-of object. '
Pt.' 7. . Bright light. white;solid of very high intensity.
Pt. 8., Bulk of object egzg shaped.
o Pt. 9. More than one white light 2 to 3 feet from bulk of object.

N,
™

e B AN T CONTAING INFORMATION AF® il Sl
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(CLASSIFICATION)

AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1348

FRoM Glomen MM 2DUFOB-2-56 | Part One
. Flt 2-D, 46024 AISS ' S GE é oF / ; ' oAGES
Trncl # 3. Bottom view of object looking up. (Source's sketch)
Sketch #4. o : ' ‘
Pto 1.,:4Lights on sides appeared to be reflected light from top. A 3
Pt. 2, TFront of objects % i
Pt, 3. Lights on sides appeared to be reflscted light from top.
Pty 4,  Ribse - . s =
Pts 5. Rear of object, ’
‘Pt.. 6, Bulk of object was egg shaped.
i
s
r’."'ii\\ . ) : i
: Sketi:h # 2. Oblique view of objsct from below.
. Pt. 1, Bottom view of object, looking up.
Pt. 2, Top of ribs extend 2 to L feet from underside,
\
Sl riie “’\FHMF'NTCONTAIN'SXNFORM»\TION A?' 2 . | NSENE TUE A, T T T = MFANING OF THF FSPIONAGE ACT 8011 & r —
- .
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AF FORM 112—PART I} 0 N@U\SﬂﬂED

(CLASSIFICATION)

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FRC

ey | "M 2D_UROB-2-56 | Part Two

Flt 2-D, 46024 AIS3S PAGE 7 oF ( PAGES

L g

I. GSOURCE: Curtis Carley

Address: Box 61, Greenville AFB, Miss,

Age ! 26

Occupation: Officer, USAF; Accident Investigation Officef,
Flying Safety; Pilot

Fducation: Two years College, Business Administration; Squadron
Officers!' school; Pilot training; Heliocopter school.-

Gualifications: SOURCE has been on active duty for five years
and on flying status for five years. SOURCE
served in Korea June 1952.- Oct 1953, and has
a total of 100 combat missions in 7-84 air-
craft and 20 combat missions in F-86 aircraft,

II. RELIABILITY: 30URCE appeared to be intelligent and was very cooperative,

‘Ha answered all questions as completely as possible with no attempt to procras-

tinate., SOURCE indicated his observation of object was not as complete as that

of 300RCE, Part One; therefore the subsequent lack of detail. In consideration

of 30URCZ's military background and combat experience information may be considered
reliable,

ITI. SOURCE's DEZSCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURGE stated that on 22 May at approx-

~imately 2305 CST while flying as pilot in the rear seat of a T-33 aircraft he noted

a bright lizht on the horizon moving in a westerly direction, SOUECE was flying

on a heading of 055° at 19,000 feet and an indicated speed of 240 knots. Object
was observed for approximately 15 minutes. Many stars were visible during the
sizhting and the moon appeared to be full. Object was brighter than the backzround
of the sky and resembled automobile headlights one-half block away. Object appeared
to stand still twice during the sizhting and would also suddenly Speed up and rush
away. Object did not break up into parts or explode. It did not give off smoke
er exhaust trails. Object did not change brightness or shape, and did not flicker,
pulsate or throb. Object did not move in front of or behind anything. Object was
observed with the naked eye throuzh the aircraft canopy. No sound was noted from
‘Lhe object. SOURCE @aseribed object 43 having an extremely white intense lizht

- which seemed to csme from an area that might have the cockpit of the object, The
light was of such intensity as to give the appearance of being a solid glare,

Object was sharply outlined and only one such object was noted in the sky. SOURGE
estimated real size of object was 100 to 150 feet in its lonzest dimension. When

- ¥irst noted object appeared larger than'the head of a pin held at arm's length and

from approximately 200 yards it appeared the size of a half dollar at arm's lengzth,
Object was still visible when a dacision was made to leave the area, lo attempt
was made to contact the object or any air base by radio during sighting. It was

~ not possible to make radar eontact since the aircraft was not equipped for that

ype of operation. SOURCE stated that if he were to construct the object of known
materials it would be made of a metallic substance and of ‘circular shape, Object
would be constructed with a creenhouse shaped dome on top and with-a very large
window in the front of the dome. Lizhts reflecting underneath the object gave it
‘Lhe appearance of having wings. 350URCE was flying over open country during time
of sighting and was lookinz in a direetion 090 to 1200 when he first saw object.
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(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
60 ) | REPORT NOSTy_UTROB-2-56 Part Two
 Flt 2D, 46024 AISS | e § o« JL7 mes
Cont'd)

He was looking towards approximately 300° when he last saw the object. Object on
first sizhting appeared to be 075° from true north and a little above the horizon.
~ OOURCE could not indicate the angular directions of the object when he last saw
it. At time of sizhting there was a light wind from 210° at 19,000 feet, the
temperature was warm, and there were hizh, thin, scattsred clouds. This was the
first time 30URCE had noted this type of object and in his opinion it was soume
tvpe of unorthodox aircraft.. Objaect was probably moving faster than 300 knots.
Closast approach to objset was approximately 200 yards. SOURCE was particularly
impressed by the apparent maneuverability of object. SOURCE unable to make a
sketch or orovids more extensive estimates of the size of object. '




Declassification Authority NND 923007

AF FQR'.M ”‘2—PARTA i' . Q‘N CLASS z Fg ED
" APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 (GAssimchuion);

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

' FROM (Agercy) _ REPORT NO. 2D-UFOB~2-56 ’ Part Three

1% 2-D, h6o2d ALSS PAGE 7 oF / [ . PAGES
: L =4 S

| SUPPLEMEN TARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

1. . A check was made with the follcwing Air Force Bases for aircraft in the
air at.the time of sightu;g‘* , and reports of umisual cccurences with negative

rasults:

a. . Barksdals AF3B, Louisiana

b, Greenville APB Miss,

c.  lLittle Rock National Guaxrd ATB Little Rock Ark, -
d. BEngland AFB, louisiana -

a. .Texarkana AFB' Ark. ;

A check was mada with the followlng Civil Airports for alrcraft in the -
air at tlme of sighting and for reports of unusual occursnces with negative results:

a. Greater Shreveport Municipak Airport, Louisiana

b.  ‘Adams Field, Littls Rock, Ark.

cs  City of Monroe Municipal Fisld, Manroe, louisiana
- d, - Texarkana Civil Air Fleld, Texarkana, Ark.

- 3. Contact was made with the following AC&H Squadrons for. aircraft in the
- air at time of sighting and for reports of unusual occurences with negative results:

" a., 703rd AC&ZN Squadron, Texarkana, Ark.
b, 633rd ACEJ Squadron, England AFB, Louisiana
¢, 745th ACEY Sguadron, Duncanville AF Station, Duncanvills, Tex.
© d, 747th ACZW Squadron, Ellington AFB, Houston, Tex.
. @, 74lst ACZN Sguadron, Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Tex.
f. 683rd AC& Squadron, Sweaetwater AF 3tation, Sweetwater, Tex,
g. T74bth &C&N aquadron, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma City, Okla.

: .w. The fo~lowing Flight Service centers were contacted for alrcraft in the
_air at time sighting and for rsports of unusual occurences with negative results:

2. Maxwall Flight Service Center, Montgomery, Ala.
b.  Carswell Flight Service Center, Fort Worth, Tex.

. 5, The following weather observatories wers contacted for releass of weather
talloons or for data that might have a bearing on the sighting with the indicated
rasults:

¥ . a. The US Weather Observatory, Shrevsport, la., was contacted and in-

“dicated that on 22 May at 2100 C3T one 500 gram radiosonde balloon carrying a

- white light suspended 80-100 feet below the balloon was released., Indications

" ars that it was possible for the balloon to be over the Monroe, Loulsiana aresa
at approximately 2200 CST, :

‘ “be Texas A& University Observatory, Bryan, Texas, was contacted with
tive “esults. ‘ Lo

S . d. US ‘aatner Observatorv, Honroe, Louisiana was contacted with negative

d. US Observatory, Houston, Texas, negative results,
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8, US E»Ieather’Observatory,' Beaumont, Texas, negative results

f. US Weather Observatory, Waco, Texas reported that on 22 May at 2100
C3ST one 100 gram weather balloon with a white lizht suspended 3 - 4 feet below
the balloon was released, Indications are this balloon would not havae reached
the lonroe, Louisiana area during the period of sighting.

ge Weather Service, Zngland AFB, Louisiana, reported that on 22 May
~at 2000 CST one 100 Gram waather talloon with a white light suspended 5 - 8 feat
uelow the balloon was released. Indications are that the balloon was located
_south of Monroe, Louisiana at approximately 2145 CST,

h. US Weather Cbservatory, Dallas, Texas, négative results.
i. Weather Service, Carswell AFB, Fort,Wbrth,.Tean; negative results.
J+ US Weather Obvservatory, lake Charles, Louisiana, negative results.
: k.‘ US Weather Observatory, Austin, Texas,'negative results,
1. US Weather Observatory, San Antonio, Texas, nezative results.

m. Weather Service at Tinker AFB, Okla, indicated a temperature 1nver-
. 3ion existed in the area of sizhting with the following characteristlcs Base
~of inversion at the surface with 699F and top of the inversion at 2500 feet Mean
. Sea Level with 77°F It was also indicated that the surface dew point was 65
A full moon was v131ble during the period of sighting. The following wind con-
‘ditions existed in the area during time of sighting:

4,000 feet 200° 20 knots
6,000 feat 230° 25 knots
10,000 feet 220° 30 knots
16,000 feet 260° 10 knots
20,000 feat 260° 5 knots
30,000 feet 280° 25 knots
50,000 feet 2809 55 knots

Reports indicate no cloud coverags and no thunder storms in the slghting area.

6. Following GOC FlltPP Centers were contacted for resports of unusual sight-
ings or occurences with negative results: . *
a. Shrevaport, Louisiana
b. Little Rock, Ark.
¢, Jackson, Miss,

7. The astronomical observatory, .Loulsiana State University, Baton Rouge,
Lemisiana, was contacted for reports of occursnce of any unusual astronomical
ph=nomana or movement of solar bodies with nezative results,

i
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COMMENTS OF PREPARING OFFICER:

™ T |
2D-UF0R-2-55 i Part Four

1, In the opinion of the preparins officer the sighting as observed by
SOURCES generally conforms to the characteristics of an optical phenomena hy-
pothesis. A temperature inversion reported in the area of the sizhting may have

besn a contributing factor to the occurence of this sighting.

)

2. Supplementary investigative efforts and the descriptions of sizhting
provided by SOURCES zenerally eliminates the possibility that this sighting was
caused by a balloon, astronomical phenomena, or any known type of aireraft.

ULS TONRGS
aptain, USAT
Officer in Charze

COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

1. This headquarters does not concur with the opinion of the Preparing Cffice
pedred to become larger as the SOURCES approached it and then appeared to becore
smaller in size as the SOURCES withdrew from it, the existance of a solid object
rather than a type of optical phenomenon is indiecated.

2., It is the opinion of this headquarters that this sighting was caused by t
radiosonde balloon launched from the U.S, Veather Cbservatory at Shreveport, la,,
22/2100CST May 1956, (See para Sa, page 9). The following data is given in suppo
of the above hypothesis:
of the sighting at the time of the sighting.

b. During the passage of a Jet aireraft near a balloon, the zir currents

-pression of deceptive and erratic movements on the part of the balloon. Striking
a floating child's balloon with an open hand would sirmlate this action.

1ight would appear Dartlcularly bright after one's eyes had become adjusted to the
. darkness of night flight,

d. The oscillation of the suspension train due to winds would cause th
light on the end of the suspension train to appear in any position in relatic on t
the balloon, other than above it,

1
O

e. At the time of the sighting there was a three-—quarter moon in tins
gouthern sky which would have illuminated the white balloon, creating the dome ef?

f. The red licht which was noted by one SOCURCE could have been the white
running light as szen through the red parachute attached to the suspension train.
(See attached diagrams).

ar

that this sighting was caused by an optical phenomenon. Inasmuch as the object ap=-

he
at
rt

a, The investigative unit placed a 500 gram radiosonde ballcon in the area

genasrated by the passing aircraft coupled with the jet exhaust would create the im-

a

, Ce vhe ailreraft passed beneath the object a bright light (lashed in the
observers! eyes. Note that the light on the radiosonde balloon is ~ounted on the end
of the suspension train, berdeath the balloon. (See attached diaﬂ“amo) Even a small

KOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMAT |
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COMMENTS of Approving Cfficer (cont'd)

g. Cne SOURCE estimated the object to be 10° above the horizon at

initial contact and 25° above horizon at last contact, indicating that the object
was slowly ascending, ‘ '

ROTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINSG INFORMATION ATEEATING THE NATIONAL DEFENSF OF THF 1INITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE FSDIANANE ArT Ense ~ ~
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DESCRIPTION OF 500 GRAM RADIOQONDE WT‘ATHER BALLOC

, " The following is a description of a 500 gram Radiosonde weather balloon re- ;
leased 3t Shreveport, La., at 2100 CST on date of. sivhting. -

These figurss are only estimates, since noons knows exactlJ how mach ex-q,
leased is- 6 ft high ‘and. 5 £t diameter.
b. Colox' of balloon—-whita :

Ce Color of attacaed parachuta--red

P LI

60-80 £t below balloon, at end of train, There is no compulsory 1ength
for train, so the one on subject -balloen was not -measured, Light con=~ ..
sisted of one regular-sized flashlight bulb attached to battary 3'in by

»e.‘ Length of Train--approx:mately 60~ to 80 ft. (vas not, measur‘d).

£, ‘Iethod of attaching lights to train--light tied securely to train m.th
cord, _

" g. Power supply for lights---one- small battery--ses d, above
h, Diagram of balloon—-Ref Incl # 4, attached

4% Diaorﬁn of power supply——-Ref Incl #.2, ‘attached

is not of sufficient weight to remain suspendsd dirsctly the balloon in winds of
- relatively high velocity, (not over 5 pounds, including parachuts, transmitter and
light). Thersfors, the light might be, at tixnes, in any position in r-'lation to
the balloon, other than above it, .

2 Incls° Capt., USAF
- 1. Sketch of 500 gram Radiosonde Balloon 0IC, Flt 2-D
’ and’ train at 19,000 £t
2. Sketch of Battery and light on train s
' ¢ £ 500 gram Radiosonde.wsather balloon = . ..

NOTE: THIS DOCUMEN T CONTAINS INFORMATIO™
U AN AQ AMENNEN - - 1T THANSY

Flt 2-D, 46o2d AISS - e e 2 15 e 1

a, Size of balloon at 19.000 ft—-aporo;dmataly 14 £t high and 12: ft diamater.

- pansion has taken place at the given altj.tuda. Size of balloon: when e~ Ry

d, Position. and size of all livhts---one light only, suspended apnr;:ﬁmatély

2in by 1 in, Lifa-of battery normally 2 to four hours. Light was. white.t S50 .

It was pointed out by tschnicians who release weather balloons, that the train

THeT A2, e AR b
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Pt A---Balloon at 19,000 £%.
Pt B---Train (Waxed slec. cord--
- diam approx 1/84 inch)

Pt C-——Parachute (red)

Pt Dew~Transmittar Unit
(no light)

Pt E---Small Battery (Power
Supply for light)

Pt Fe-=Light Bulb (Reg Flashe -
light size)

Inel # L, (Sketch of 500 gram Radiosonde

Balloon & train at 19,000 Ft,)
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Pt A-—-Eattery, 3" by 2" by 1v
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Incl #£2, (Skatch of Battery and light on train
of 500 gram Radiosonds weathsr balloon--

@ i

. > Z»
£ B~=~Bulb (screws into battery) Yy ‘s/.
5 “\~ \\\
SOOI S B 5
J )
.
. L}
A . ‘
——— ' '
0 . .
[] -4 Y
" ’
3 7 .
1) )
' 1
)
' \
'3 )
[] L}
) v
[} [}
1]
5 A
' .
4 L}
: \
) 1
\\ : , \‘ .
~ ] ‘\ .
; \\ U ” >
B =l e

-






