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F. TLONGATE AND quww COULD BE ILLU:ION
Ba ' vowwg_f : : _

PAGT TWO JEDLS 01
H. NONE
" I. NONE

. 2 DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
4. TAXING PIBAL AND TRACKING IT WHEN THEY CAME UPON UFOB
' B. 31.8 DEG ELEV "4 DEG RELATIVE BEARING FROM DAHLGREN OPERATIONS VA.
t6 MILES AT 28/1828Z 19.8 DEG ELEV "59 DEG TRUE BEARING AT 28/19407
. 'FROM SAME"LOCETION
- C..STILL VISIBLE AT 29 DEG . :
' D. MOQVING VERY SLOWLY DROPPED TO 29. DEG ELVE 245 DEG RELATIVE BEARING
AT 28718207
- E. STILL PRESENT o v & | i
3 HR 33 MINS T \ i
3, MANNER OF OBSERVATION ‘ -
A.. GROUND VISUAL AND GROUND ELECTRONIC - AIR SURVEILLENCE RADAR
B. THEDL | , a5 : ,
, ~ TES e .a??”
P e Tatn
4. TIME &ND DATE OF SIGdTINa
Be. 28182077 T
.. DAY R ;
. LOTATION OF OBSERVER.
AT, 3828N 778"Z AT DAHLGREN BASE:OPNS VA - o o
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“.A. CONLON AGI SAML O?GAV AND SAME DUTY 55
RELIABILLTY UNK &%

7. WEATHER AND WINDS ALOFT CONDITION AT, IME AND PLACE oF SIGHTING

R IR B et alalt) Rl s ¥ dtiEs
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12993 FT 828 DEG 17 :KT .
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. BEPPPP FLEIBFDEG 130K T 45
52000 FT. 258 DEG @6:KT
89909 FT 260-DEG 15 KT
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DBM 15 MIESE! /" iy
Be 271 i

F. N/A

8. NONE'

PAGE FOUR DEDLS B1H o

9. AD TYPE A/C BUT OUT OF RANGE 35-42020 FT

17 NONE |

1. OPZRATIPN OFFICER FLT SVC CEN OLMSTED AFB PA
POS5IBLY WEA BATTOON SINCE WINDS ARE NEGLI®S
212 NONE : .
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{CLASSIFICATION) . (SECURITY INFORMATION when filfed in)

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN ) REPORT NO. BHUI' @-4—55 e .?. . (Leavebiank}.

AR lNTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

AREA REPORT CONCERNS

DAHIGREN, VFRGINIA

AGENCY COF ORIGIN : : e I;ATEOF’ REPORT ;. Y, ;l
Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS > 6 May 1955
-§--SOURCE OF- INFORMATION mﬁmﬂmﬂ
W11 nl GonTon And) cthensi b | e et 1955 -
PREPARING OFFICER EVALUATION ’
GHESTER B, HANSON, Captain, USAF

REFERENCES (szhol numbder, directive, prerions report, efc., az applicable)

28 Arr 55. TT MSG Tl CQUDR SVC CNIR OLUGTED oFB us., dated Jo‘/:.%cz dpril,

Phone conversation between Capt. Bronstein E6lo o 400263 4TSS and Capt Hanson '

SUBJECT

Lpgle:s]

L. COUIENTS:

PART ONE: Descrlp’clon of srbt:_ng by AG}. k[&iam . Conlon A.erolog's7
Office, US Yaval Proving Ground, Dahlgren, Va. (GJ’NJ 5820) «

EART TWO: Description of s:tght:mg by AGL David F “tob.mson, .lerology
.- Office, US Maval Froving Ground, Ib.hlg*en, Va. i

'PART THRIE: Supplementary Investivgtlve Efforts'
PART FOUR. : Ccmments of Preparing Offlcer

II. SUMARY: An unidentified fiying object was Mghted at Maval Proving
.Eround, Dahlgren, Verginia (GJIJ 5820) at 28/152(Z Arril. The information
rontained in this report was obtained from persons observing this object and from
hn investigation conducted ta. detcrm:me ’che p0a81ble cause ot the slghtz.ng

130T IIWISTICATG{S. M/Sgt "Iolfc”ng o Thoer Jessen AF 17"11,950 ‘

' OMG //o-....:»
CHTEIT B. :‘LI‘OCN -
' ’ Officer in Gharg,e o

E 2 NS, (See individwml Parts) = "APPROVED -
u - S o
]
; JOEN ¥ WHITE Jda
Colensl, USAF
¢ : . Cormander
DISTRIBUTION: BY ORIGINATOR . = e S

D/I, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 26th ADiv; Comdr, 4602d AISS; OIC, Flight 3-H,
I /6024 ATSS: . A

SUMMARY (Emicr concise summary of report.  Glive #ignificance i final one-senience paragraph. List fnclosures ot tower Left. Begin text of reportion AF Form 11£a.) S
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B 5 FoRm 117—earT 1 CBRELE FS D ’ ‘ “
: ROVED 1§ SUNE 1648 . - (CLASSIFICATION) = . Qe RO e ..11:
' AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
q' yepass REPORT NO. 3 o = . S i e
14 , 3H-UFOB-4-55 Pepets Gree - s e
iFlight 3-H, 4602d AISS ' pevp o B s

I. SOURCE: William A. Conlon

ca e 4W_,,Addpeasa_,Aeno_logy;o_ff,i’c,e,,_’,tis;l_\rgval Proving Ground,

~Dahlgren, Virginia —
Occupation: Petty Offlcer 1lst Clasé, USN
Educatlion: High school graduste |

Qualifications: Aerographer

IT. RELIARILITY: Unknown. SOURCE was contacted by phone .

B 1 SOuRcE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE had relessed a
PEweather balloon from his station at operations, Naval Proving Ground,

“abien at 28/1320Z April SOURCE observed an object in the sky in the gen-
i sral direction of the weather balloon. SOURCE discontinued further ob-

EE20X, on the object. , _ |
The object as seen through the eyepiece of the theodolite was

The object was,rOund, ﬁh1te;ihfcolorifahdﬁhéd'Sharplyfdéﬁinéif
dces. It appeared that it did assume an elongated shape at times and. .

SOURCE notifled AGI David F. Robinson of the sighting (reter
o Part Two, tinls report). He then continued trackling the object, re-
ording elevations and bearings. =~ =~ .. o L e

In the course of observing the object, SOURCE was informed
hat the local, alerted radar statlion had recelved returns from the
8F ob ject by use of Alr Surveillance Radar. From hls own records and - those
W avallable from the radar station SCURCE estimated that the object was
gfat an altitude of 38 000 feet and was 20 to 30 feet in diameter. -~ =

.ﬁ;Ski‘hOO% Eype, b?t gincel?e had no experience with large balloons he did
WHNOL want o comn mseil . ‘

e The Information contained in the following paragraphs of Inecl.
®k1, T7 megsare from Commander, 26th AD, dated 28/2340Z was furnished by --
¥ SCURCE: 1 Description, 4, B, D & F; 2 Description of Course, A, B, C,
B s 7 Werather and winds-aloft Conditions, A, B, C, B, B, & F. =

SOURCE observed the oblect for a nerilod of cne hour and S6 -
Tnatess ‘

Dehlgren, Virginia (GJNJ 5820) end was tracking 1t by use ‘of 'a theodolitd -

" servation of the weather balloon and trailned the thecdolite, estimated |

SCURCE belileved thatwthe-object:m&jvhavewbeen”a<bailoon¥ofﬁfh§§41

e b

j:ghe slze of the head of a pin. It could not be seen/withqtheungked eyeg -

Inels
Y T Ao TR O oM. AT DOCT VR AT
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4 - (CLASSIFICATION)
-}APPROVED T JUNE 1948 :

AlR INTELL!GENCE INFORMATION REPORT{? -

.-.-’:‘ FRAGM (. Agency; ; REPORT NO.

RO E e 55 ~ |Part Cne

Bl 0p 4TT0UAL INMEDIATE

: Nadv inag :

gl c0 JERLE

e g 5

£l 0 2022477 E

kY D0 COC 26TH ADIV ROSLYN Y - b R
{ 70 SLIGHT 2 45@2 AISS MC GUIRE AFE JE=W JEZRSEY

} 0 2519507 A .
&7 COIDR BLT SVC CNTR OLMSTED AFE PA -
o ey 2P0 BT 2R COLORADOC - e
JE-J_/C(DR PSNE 4D DB FOSIT T
DE‘K;/DID CF IZIEL HQ_TS WASH "§ DC
E BT e
| UFOR
11;1 DESCRIPTICN
‘A RCUND
Bal: 2@-3¢ FEET DIAdeER e
) USING GRID THECLI L
,;c. SEILVER M:TAuLIC e
BED. ONE
kf . ELCNGATE AND WAVER COULD BE ILLUSIOX
Bl G. NONE ‘. ,

’°AGE TWO JEDLS g1

E H. NONE
Bk I. NONE
st 2 DESCRIPTION OF CCURSE
;;ia. O G DEE S nra TRACKING IT. WHEN THEY CaME :“0\ UFCE.
$} E. 31.8 DEG ELEV "44 DEG RELATIVE EEARING FROM DAHLGREN QP

1365 IA0UES, AT °8/182 Z 12.8 DEG ELEV "59 DEG TRUE BEARING AT
Bk FRO SAVE IOCATICH \ o
BE c. SITin vIsIELE AT 29 DEG

Mo, cviic vERY snowry propeED 10 29 DEG TLVE 245 DEG RSLATIVE BEARING -~ |

B F .7 28/15272

L E. STILL PREISENT

S@lF. 1 IR 3d TGS

B c. [LONER OF CBESERVATIOL

L 5. GROUND VISULL AND GROUND ELECTRCNIC - »IR SURVEILLENCE
4 THeDRaEs o T
N/A

TIME LD D~IE OF SIGHTING

2ale2g2

BAY

LOCATICN OF OBSERVER

Flight 3-HE, 4602d AISS . e g
Gicil ol e onE
S e ROSEYy Y

J=DWB/CID2 ATE TECHNICAL .L U5 OB RlieET PATERSON AR R
"

ERATId\é v,
28/194gz

et
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FORMEJIZ—PARFIL - v (c,;,s,nc.,m

"™ AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
] ‘ azmgr.,%Fo.B.-4-55 Part ona | : e
§Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS ) _ ol e

<} 1 , 5 & 5 gty G e oo & e s e G e
| o2 o SEVEGY o i by e Y
ot . . o CER i

. THREE JEDLS gfm ot
E BYM IDENTIFYING I ORMATION OF ALL ommvp.ns
A.u N A e
B. Dﬁvm ROBISION AGI NAVAL PROVING GRD DAHLGREN VA. WEA OBSEVOR
W.A. CONLON AGI SAME ORGAN AND SAME DUTY :
RELIABILITY UNK ' v
7. WEATHER AND WINDS ALOFT CONDITION AT IME AND PLACE oP SIGHTI\IG
A. 25@ SCATTERED CLDS 2¢7dd SCATTERED CLDS VIS 15 MILES WINDS SSW 25

# BT 3¢1g DEG 24 KT .
FT ¢2 DEG 17 KT '
FT Zg4¢ DEG 11 KT
:"i" PT §9% DEG GPE KT

1% 3 FT 1g DEG 13 KT
ﬁd FT 25¢ DEG g6 KT

} 8¢ddd FT 260 DEG 15 KT
'C. SAME AS ABLVE

§F DBM 15. MILSE
B« 2/1

3. AD TYPE A/C BUT OUT OF RANGE 35-4¢¢¢¢ s'r

Igd NONE

I1. OPERATIPN GFFICER FLT svc CEN OLMSTED AFB‘ PA.
Ezggsggrng WEA BA‘I“I’OO\I SINCE WINDS ARE NEGLIGABLE

2/2415T AHR JEDLS

CEESTER B HANSON
Captaln, USAF
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: III.. SOURCE"S DESCRIPTION QF
iRt her Operations ‘building, Navel Frov
RE5620) when at 29/1820Z. Apri.l He wag c&
gnlon (refar ta Part One, this report)

. the theodolite he was '_»then

d : just:" baen re eased

It move

FE » speed an
mser. “SOURCE:: halieva& thav 44 ‘mcva& South;-ngt to Wes

S 'I'he objlect was_round bu
ape &t timas, and also waver

tha Operation
fitelephone, hand11]
aft fox-« ‘brxe

' Prom 28/1820% to 28/1940

. ttently for n astima‘ted tota
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B AF FORM 112—PART I} | UNCeasSSIE/E, 0 _
. QVEDYJUNE 1948 : '
e AlIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
R ErROM (lgency) _ | RérorT O, ‘
19 3H-UF0B-4-55 Part Three e
Bk F1ight 3-H, 46024 AISS | e B @ S e

E A ehge el ol 181 I_l.l and g n..l

erations and Weather of the Marine Air Station at Quantico

ik Negative results.

A 3. The US Weather Service, Washington, D.C. (GJNJ 5856) was con-:;
gk tacted for information of balloon releases in the Chesapeake Area at
Bk the tlme of sichtlng. Negative results. ‘

ﬁijtacted for informationof balloon releases. Negative results.

}(GJPG 4356) was contacted and furnished the following 1nformation.by
4§ phone and IT message..

ﬁf' Fleet Weather Central released a Rasonde balloon at 28/14032
&k April which was 82 1nches long, flaccid and white. An AN]AMT 4A Rasonde
;: wag attached. , - =

1 L e BniSeem che TeeT G 28/14362. Last azimuth obtained.277 de=
ﬁvggrees. Last elevation angle 60.3 degrees. Location at termination appro-
:;inmately 5 miles west of Nomxfolk Navael Statlion. Altitude at terminaticn
? 45,774 fest. : . e

Weather data during'observed flight of balloon, =

Altitude '~ "Degrees "‘Knots*‘
S 000 : 008 - 24 :
10 000 033 15
16 000 062 ; 08
20 000 143 12 , '
e 25 000 142 .09 L
% 30 000 S S 14 0 N
35 000 - _ LECE O T
. 40 000 1zg - g e
45 000 190 08 - T ‘

! Information received,by phone conversation with the Fleet e
g Teather Contral revealed that there was a good possibility that the—““’*
iabject sighted at the Naval Proving Ground, Dashlgren, Virginia was the
«Rasonde bdlloon released at Norfolk Naval .Base.

Qe
ok

‘st the time of slghting refer to paragraph 7 A B, C D,E, of inclosure l,
nPartAOne, this reporte.

e TR

WP SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATION EFFORTS':: U R
‘?made for balloon releases at the time of the sighting. Négative results.'ﬁj'.

EQL(GJVJ 42“0? was checked with for balloon releases at the time of 3ightinf? 

4. Operations and Weather of Langley AFB (GJPH'1°1°) were °°n“'¥f;;;g

6. For weather data at the Naval Proving Ground, Dahlgren, Virginia ﬁ?

5. Fleet Weather Central, Norfolk Naval Bagse, Norfolk,- Virginia ‘”'*‘ 




Declassification Authority NND 923007

| -“.F FOR;&IIZ—PARI it _ 3 g e
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT L ‘

i i b £ ROM: (<Agenicy) ) REPORT NO. ] by 8 O
3H-UFOB-4~-55 Part Three

Plight 3-H, 4602d AISS i 087 o s e o et
Inel. #1, PART THRER o - L ,

b ppomes B PEEURACEN NORVA — — ‘
M245 TTC1 s o e e B S B D

g} MEAZ34 11245 TT015¢5T275 R A - -

i BEK A32¢ o o b : R il st

BEKA 270 - V e

RR JEPNE

D% BEKAA 12

‘R 1314307

FM PLEWEACEN NORVA

¥ | TO MCGUIRE LFB -

B | NAVY GRNC . - N A , . ,

= | C7 : T

kB | pPaSS 10 QIC FLT 3H 46@2 AIR T3 ELLIGUNLE D:RVICE,SQUADrov X ForEﬂow

®. | OF 2 MAY REFERS X FWC LCRVA RELEASED S5@# Gt RASCHDE BALIQON: 2814¢sz
| APRIL X SITE 82 IN L=ENGTH FLACCID X COLOR WHITE X AN/AMT 4A RASGINDE

ATTACHED X LasT AZINUTE OBTAINED 277 DEG X LAST HELEVATICH ANGLE 6@. =

: § DEG X LOCATION AT TERIMINATION APPROX 5 MI WEST NAS NORFOLK X WX DURING

b | rLT 3ggd rT ERKN CLDS VIS 8 MI X ALT OF BALLCON AT TERMINATION :

@ | 45774 FT x BALLOON LOST AT 281436Z X WINDS DURING FLT SFG¢¢¢¢ DEG -
, £ 14 KTS X Sg¢gg FT ¢gds 24 X 1¢¢¢¢ FT ¢33 15 X 16¢¢gd FT ge2 X 2¢¢¢
f PT 143 12 X 258¢g FT 142 @9 X 5¢ ¢ FT 152 Bl ¢¢ FT 182 ¢6 x v o

= | 4dddg FT 138 15 X 458@g FT 19¢ , L

) 3 BT 2

¥ | cru 3H 4602 2 507 2814037 82 44 277 60.3 ¢¢¢ 8 45774 2814362 ¢¢

e | 14 5000 dds 24 1¢¢¢¢ 3315 160¢¢ @62 g8 2¢¢ 143 12 25¢¢¢ 142 |

% | g3/1505Z2 MAY BEKAA

i TRUE COPY:

CHESTER B HANSON 4 A LR TR [
Captain, USAF ; e ‘:a}. ":Qliffiff'

—
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XE.FORM1IZ—PART IF e UNCCASSIEIED i
'RPPROVED 1 JUNE 1948
AIR INTELLIGENCE lNFORMATlON REPORT
W (cLgency) _ REPORT/NO. e
3H-UFOB-4-55  |Part Four =~ =~ = |
ight 3-H, 4602d AISS ’ 0 it am @ oF & ekess

MVYENTS of Preparing Officer:

robably caused by the Rasonde balloon releases by*Fleet Weather Central,
rfolk Naval Base, Norfolk, Virginias for the following reasonsi. . v

a« The object's general behavior and appearance wes that of a

alloon and the color of the object as described by SOURCE AGl Conlon _; L;”

coinclided with the color of the Rasonde balloon.

b. Both SOURCES agreed that the object could have been a
alloon but were not sure because of inexperience with large tpe ball- '

foons, size of object, altitude of object, radar returns from object and
direction of course¢ v _ ,

: (1) The size of the object as given by SOURCE Will:i.am-x'It;‘;;‘i'T

e 5

Conlon (20 to 30 feet in diameter) was computed from:f??

two estimates, altitude 38 000 feet and image size

in eyepliece of theodolite (head of a pin). SOURCE HfffV

. stated that this may be 1naccurate.__;

(2) An AN/AMT 4A Rasonde was attached to the balloon and
S according to Iinformation furnished by Fleet Weather
Central, this'eqnipmonht would give a,radar»returnﬁ

(B G 5 e ot e ‘sausing SOURCES £6 doubt that

the object was a balloon was its course, ‘However,
Fleet Weather Central at Norfolk estimasted that the

course of the balloon.would be approximately 1n»a
north-west direction. :

o B—/#«u—-

A ~ CHESTER B HANSON
. - Captain, USAF
Orficer-in-Charge

cmmmmﬁgofﬂhnmow&g Officers

Concur in the opinion of the Rmnmring<351car1mnt sighting Qﬁéiﬁhﬁed' 7£ﬁ;fﬁf
designated' Rasonde balloon released’ at Norfolk Naval B&tae'.igh ing el e by Sy

-






