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5 FEB 1955

"~ Captain Delwyn 7. Ritzdorf

A0742781
3500th Pllot Training Wing
Reeas AFB3 .

‘ Lubbock, Taxas

' Doar Gaptain Ritzdorfs |

' This organization appreciates your cooperation in reéof‘aiﬁg'
the Unidentified Flying Object; however additional infomation is |
needed for analysis of this si:ghting.: - |

" The inclosed ATIC Form Yo. 134 is inclosed for your convenisnce
in supplying thia squadron with the needed information, Agfa.in”

-ppr- thanks for your cooperation.

Sircersly,
.2 Incl RAY L JONGES
1, Form 154 Hajor, USAF
2s OSelfe-addressed Adjutant
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Y 9234012 B i :

Fi1 COMDR MARCH FLT SV CEN MARCH AFB CALIF

TO JEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLO

BWP/COMDR COMWESTSEAFRON TRASURE ISLAND CALIF
JEPHQ/CS USAF WAHS25DC

BT

1. CIRVIS

2. AF88894 B25 PILOT RITZDORF

3. AND 40 j

UCFT IALLED COLUMBUS RADIO N.M. AND ADVISED THAT AT 1955M 1= ;
AT 15,099 FT MSL 20 MILES E“?T'cocnxsz, ARIZONA SAW BALLFOF— - 2 £
FTRE THAT RAN PARRALLEL TO ACFT FOR 5 MINUTES AND TOOK O iTU —_ i
EAST AND WENT OUT OF SIGHT IN 5 MINUTES. RE ORT RECEIVED A
EL PASO 29851 FROM COLUMBUS RADIO
BT ’
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(L T

VRGR OLL @11
el

éTP @IZP s S
ENB121S YNBZS? WYDISS WMA139L8A®47 :
P’ JEDEN JEDST -JEDWP JEPHQ JWFGO JWFRD
DE JWFLB'11A
P. 02180QZ3%:
FM COMDR REESE AFB TEX '
10 JEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLO
JWFRD/COMDR 34 ADIV /DEF/ KIRTLAND AFB NM
JEDWP/COMDR. ATIC WRIGHT- PATTERSON AFB OHIO i
JEPHQ/D/I HQ USAF WASHDC : '
’"DST/COMDR ATC SCOTT AFB ILL
JFGO/COMDR FTAF WACO TEX :
RT
G2468. UFOB. 3AW AFR 2@@ 2 FOLG INFO SUB CLN e
l. /A/ SPHERICAL CMM /B/ BASEBALL OR GRAPEFRUIT CMM /C/ RED AND 2 s e |
WHITE /VERY BRIGHT/ FIREBALL CMM /D/ ONE cMM /E/ N/A CMM /F/ NO : E/
' |
|

CMM /G/ NONE CMM "/H/ UNK CMM /I/ NONE PD

2. /A/BRIGHTNESS AND SIZE CMM /B/ FIVE DEG ABOVE REPORTING ACFT

ABOUT FIVE MI NORTH OF REPORTING ACFT CMM /C/ CLIMBED OUT OF g

SIGHT AT FIVE DEG ANGLE PARALLEL TO COURSE OF ACFT CMM /D/ : ¢
HOVERED OFF LEFT WING APPROX FIVE MIN THEN BEGAN STEADY CLIMB

PARALLEL TO COURSE OF ACFT AT EXTREMELY HIGH SPEED PD APPEARED

TO DIM MOMENTARILY AS IT PULLED AWAY PD /E/ PAR C ABOVE CMM /F/

AGE TWO JWFLB 11A :

DﬁSSAP EARED IN THREE MINS PD
3. /A/ AIR TO AIR VISUAL CMM /B/ NONE CMM/C/ TB-25 44-86894 CMM :

13,292 CMA @87 DEG CMM 238 MPH GROUND SPEED CMA REESE AFB CMM TEXAS PD

4, /A/ ©255Z CMM 2 FEB 55 CMM /B/ NIGHT PD S

5.-/4/ 280 MI DUE EAST COCHISE CMM NM CMM ON AIRWAY GREEN 5 PD OBJ

OVER MOUNTAINS TO.LEFT OF COURSE PD :

Cs /A/ N/A CMM /B/ CAPT DELWYN F. RITZDORF CMM AO0742781 CMM 3503 -

PTW CMM INSTRUCTOR PILOT CMM GOOD RELIABILITY PD A/C RICHARD B.

SHORT CMM AD11271268 CMM 3500 PTW CMM STU PLT CMM. RELIABILITY UNK

PD. A/C FREDERICK W. MILLER JR CMM ‘AD12424321 CMM 3508 PTW CMM STU

PLT CMM RELIABILITY UNK PD , : -

7. /A7 CLEAR CMM BRIGHT MOONLIGHT CMM WINDS 298 DEG SLANT 20K CMM

/B/ AWS TUSCON CMM ARIZ RPT CLEAR CMM 4@ MI' VIS AT 2389Z PD AWS.

DOUGLAS CMM ARIZ CMM RPT 30,892 THIN CMM SCATTERED AT 23@8Z CMM [
/C/ N/7A CMM /D/ 58 MI CMM /E/ N/A CMM /F/ N/A PD : Sdan 1
g. NONE 9. NONE 18. NONE 11. NONE 12. CAPT DOUGLAS R. WOOD CMM '.' ; : :
O?Ild19 CMM WG ADG CMM NO COMMENTS ¢ Do : s '
L) 1 iy AN ,_\.A‘:.;»,".‘ A S PR

b6/1825Z FEB JWrLB
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U. 5. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U. S. Air Force os much
infermation as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed.
Please try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will
be used for research purposes, and will be regarded as confidential material. Your name will not
be used in connection with any statements, conclusions, or publications without your permission,
We request this personal information so that, if it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for
further details, :

‘-’»’hen. did you see the object? 2. Time of day: ax , SRS

Hour ' Minutes

/[ =2 55
Day Month ‘\(?or (Circle One): AM or

1

3. Times zone:

(Circle One): a. Eastern (Circle One):'._ a._Daylight Saving
\.b. Standard

¢. Mountain
d. Pacific ‘Q e .
e. Other Lot Ay Mu,.,ﬁaﬁw /&lm?%

Lty L eoX D IP) 2 O A
Nsarest Postal Address City or Town State or Country
Additional remarks: ‘5)0 APULLES L4857 9F Colkiss jPan/o Ou - Rssr”
- BLIRLLBY AT £8, 000 F7° _ snt BRI zosA .
3. Estimate how long you saw the object. N4
i Hours Minutes Seconds

5.1 Circle one of the foliowing to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 5.

c. Not very sure

b. Fairly certain d.- Just a guess

6. What was the condition of the sky?

(Circle One): a. Bright daylight d. Just a trace of daylight

b, Dull daylight 4 Ce._No trace of daylight )
¢. Bright twilight f. Don’t remember

7, IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the SUN located as you looked at

the object? At BT
(Circle One): a. In front of you d. To your left
b.. In back of you e. Overhead
. e. To your right f. Don’t remember

4: Where were you when you saw the object? Z== “DLA/ELE"  THET 2ESPEST oo /S |

ATIC FORM NO. 164 (13 OCT 59)
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57

8. IF you saw the object at NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?
8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One): ’
/ - AL
a. None a. Bright moonlight 4 f:i;:;;w °
b. Afew ‘ b. Dull moonl_ight »
c. Many c. No moonlight — pitch dark
d. Don't remember d. Don't remember »
9. Was the object brighter than the background of the sky?
(Circle One): b. No : c. Don't remember
10. IF it was BRIGHTER THAN the sky background, was the brightness like that of an automobite headlight?:
| (Circle One) a. A mile or more away (a distant car)?
G‘S—e;rol bloc!@
c. A block away?
d. Several yards away?
e. Other ——
11, Did the object: ‘ (Circle One for each question)
a. Appear to stand still at any time? @ ’ No Don’t Know
b. Suddenly. speed up and rush away at any time? (Yes) No Don't Know N
c. Break up into parts or explode? Yes Don't Know
d. Give off smoke? ' Yes No
e. Change brightness? Yeo No Don't-Know
f. Change shape? Yes (No) Don't Know
g. Flicker, throb, or pulsate? _ Yes No Don't Know
12. Did the object move behind something at anytime, particularly a cloud?
( Circle One): Yes @ Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
it moved behind:
13.- Did the object move in front of something at anytime, particularly a cloud?
(Circle One): ‘ Don’t Know, IF you unswered YES, than t2ll what
it moved in front of: _ch’_..ZZf:uxz_,é L =t '
1?244_5_5!114_&_%&%44;@%%@ JIE‘JW i
- 14. Did the object appear: (Circle One}: @ b. Transparent? c. Don't Know.
15. Did you observe the object through any of the following?
a. Eyeglasses Yes e. Binoculars Yes
b. Sun glasses Yes f. Telescope Yes
¢. Windshield Yes g. Theodolite : Yes o/
d. Window glass Yes h. Other
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16. Tell ina .few words the following things about the object.

a. Sound e Y d e

]
. b Color BLYE TEED & Lot TE~

17. Draw a picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details
~ of the object that you saw such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails. Place
an arrow beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.
V4 . ' L
>
— /ﬂD
s7Tar .
- Smakh s 7

/

,_____Q\: ‘_?__-b/ﬁ,,;o

o . 2 7&-
g7 o #E
IS EL o mons7 2~ S7°

F/”‘"L"/ T ook o7

Co CHISE
Vi T .
———D IR E
Pos;f/ o/

18. The edges of the object were:

(Circle One): a. Fuzzy or blurred e. Other
b. Like a bright star

(c7”_Sharply outlined )

d. Don’t remember

19. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how many were there? Tus] omE
Draw a picture of how they were arranged, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were traveling.
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20. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an “A” af the beginning
of the path, a “B” at the end of the path, and show any changes in direction during the course.

B

/,o.

Ao—

21. IF POSSIBLE, try to guess or estimate what the real size of the object was in its longest dimension.
Lon 12 [as” feet.

22. How large did the object or objects appear as compared with one of the following objects held in the hand
and at about arm's length?

(Circle One): a. Head of o pin ) . Silver dollar

b. Pea T h. Baseball
¢. Dime ' i. Grapefruit
d. Nickel i. Basketball
e. Quarter k. Other
f. Half dollar

22.1 (Circle One of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 22. .
a, Certgin c. Not very sure

b. Fairly certain d. Uncertain

23, How did the object or objects disappecr from view? _\S 7424/ C ht o s T rtE
St £ L4 FPATFCH Yy Oy L dS L TP Vi Y P S

24. In order that you can give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, we would like for you to imagine that you could
construct the object that you saw. Of what type material would you make it? How large would it be, and what shaps
would it have? Describe in your own words a &ommon object or objects which when placed up in the sky would give the

sams appearance as ths objact which you saw,

PRI ERI AL PLOSPUoRSS AETAL BA4S1@ PIAYEE GLusrs O
Srz& — Jap To 130 7 Aeress
SHtgr — DDISKk SRS — S oppar A o - T AT L OOLD Lok

IPocrwld> (o A& Conrrvel T 2c0AR”RD
You Guwme orr f3R1647 SORF4cE
FlD (oot Dot LIS A Los L&

Loppsons 7 AYEL s ls P ulest 7)o <
DT St fhER SURFQcE

(,‘QWPC-T 72 Look LiK& T/.L'S_)

HoyERING
[FAagim b | g o SE
SE D0 e D -/‘Zw—-‘sl/r‘{)/c)v. '

OBTPST crovpd Loot) Liiw Fwo PrE Tiws Phacsd T2EETseR
AT Tl Rroa S, LT Lo wbkdDD [ JPovndd Al Al T
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:25. Where were you located when you saw the object? 26. Were you (Circle One)
“(Circle One): ‘
a. In the business section of a city?

_a. Inside a building b. In the residential section of a city?
b, Inacar c. In open couniryside?
c._Outdoors d. Flying near an airfield?
- d._Inan mré!ane) Flying over a city?
e. At sea QFiymg over open country? )
f. Other ‘ g. Other

27. What were you doing at the time you saw the object, and how did you happen to notice it?

28. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or o?hex vehlcle at the time, then complete the followmg questions:
(77 4@ epar?)

28.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South | g. West
k. Mortheast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest
128.2 How fast were you moving? miles per hour. >

28.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object? = .
(Circle One) Yes No

.29, VWhat direction were you looking when you first saw the obj=ct? (Circle One)

o oo e. South ' g. West
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwesf

30. What direction were you looking when you last saw the object? (Circle One)
Y g

a. North e. South g. West
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

31. Hf you are familiar with bearing terms (cngular direction), try to estimate the number of degrees the object was
from true North and also the number of degrees it was upward from the horizon (elevation).

31.1 When it first appeared:

a. Fromtrue North @ degrees.
b. - From horizon _____ & degrees.

31.2 When it disappeared:

a. From-true North _&0_7_;_& degrees.
b. From horizon __2,54 degrees.
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32, In the fd“owing sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an “A” on the curved line to show how
high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a “B” on the same curved line to
show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it.

>

33. In the following larger sketch place an “A” at the position the object was when you first saw it, and a “B” at its
position when you last saw it. Refer to smaller sketch as an example of how to complete the larger sketch.
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34. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

34.1 CLOUDS (Circle One) 34.2 WIND (Circle One)

(a. Clear ski) a. No wind
b. Hazy b, Slight breeze
‘¢. Scattered clouds c. Strong wind
d. Thick or heavy clouds d. Don’t remember -

E- 2O K73, APTD

e. Don't remember

34,3 WEATHER (Circle One) 34.4 TEMPERATURE (Circle One)

Ca. Dr;J a. Colg]) 0°C’ A7 /,5’<9oo/’f/1‘.

b, Fog, mist, or light rain ~Cool

¢. Moderate orheavy rain c. Warm

‘d. Snow d. Hot

e. Don't remember e. Don't remember

35, When did you report to some official that you had seen the object?

/ F&® L5~
Day ~ Month, Year *+

36. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?

{Circle One) No

~36.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too?

(Circle One) No

36.2 Please list their names and addresses:

St LLER, B e £771E WIR. AE 4D 1240452/ Thaa)

3‘5—0/4;_ ,C/W "%‘f/:

27 é5
SHORT, PicHard B A/C 42 N2T/Z e i B

1

\

37. Was this the first time that you had seen an object or objects like this?

(Circle One) Yes No

37.1 IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you see other ones?

38. In your opinion what do you think the object was and what might have caused it?

DO wo7 fKrowr
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39. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?
(Circle One) No
IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate? 6o 2O m.p.h.
40. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?
(Circle Oﬁe) @ No
B LES
IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was? =
41. Please give the following information about yourself:
NAME /P12 D e~ DL Y JIRAN Kht A
Last Name Firét Nome Middle Name
ADDRESS __ /8 AaRmsonr OF. PUSESE AP R Foss 7 EAAS
Street . City Zone State
TELEPHONE NUMBER S o ki

What is your present job? /S 75P <f cFop fulo 7™

Age 27 Sex AAALE

Please indicate any special educational training that you have had.

a. Grade school == _ e.e. Technical school
b. High school = (Type)
c. College f. Other special training
d. Post graduate Folol FT7PALAtverin  OA4ASS, 4R
. /f - o -
42. Date you completed this questionnaire: [£R /55
Day Month Y ear




Declassification Authority NND 923007

-

Page 9

U, S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET
(SUMMARY DATA)

In crder that your information may be filed and coded as accurately as possible, please use
the following space to write out a short description of the event that you observed. You may re-
peat information that you have already given in the questionnaire, and add any further comments,
statements, or sketches that you beliave are important. Try to present the details of the observa-
tion in the order in which they occurred. Additional pages of the same size paper may be attached
if. they are needed.

NAME __DETHYN F, RTTZDORE (Do Not Write in This Space)
(Please Print)
CODE:

SIGNATURE _/Q/Z/ /WM »;3 oyl

VZ4
DATE 18 T“eol."11<.~1r'w,r 1955

C oruary lst, 1955, I was on a day -nlvht navisation fli~ht from
ygcge Air TForce Bﬂse to Williams A4 Torce Base and return, I had two-
dents with me v names are set farth in question No. 36.

D"
O «
0
[0}

oA Y

e took off from 7.
Central Standard Tir
elinmhed to 13,00C fec

8415 P,M,
csin Tucson e

5

7 good a track of

1ismge 'dir Torce Bose at anrtroximately

1
) R o hees
iaonbﬁ99°. @ crossed )T?f Cochise at aprroximately
#:50 P.M, Central Standard Time,

‘bout five minubeslater I “nrneﬂ to my student, who was flying left
seat, to ask him about making a position report and I noticed a bricht
. (e W al {3 o & ES, e <7 - 2 i} o S
lisht off our left wing, Juub slightly ahead of my student's face., I

nudesed him ‘ﬁﬂ told him to take a ,oo“, and T\l’r"’, "That couldn't
e a‘otar, ould it?" He sliook his head "mo™, and at that time I called
student who was

for the otﬁor S

cvm'a”tl-nt to come up take a loo
che conclusion that it wa a star and wa
armeared to hover off our left wing. It appea
five =iles out from us at an altitude 500! to

acting as u‘V“U&u)r in the navigator's

k also. T?~*,u ee of us came

JC(JK./ J:lCA.t

he 1p“vo"imatel;
rner than e

were flying. We watched it for approximately utes as it
hovered off our left ving.
"hile watching it I tried to call Tucson, Douglas, and Columbus radio
but couldn't make contact.

The object appeared Lo be round, very bright, of reddish-bluish-white
coTor *e coulc detect no noise over our own engine noises, Ve iere
omparing 1t to a small star that was at av \rwfluhuely 2:CC o'clock
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. -2~
above the object, so that we were definitely sure it could not havé

b . S
DS ERNEINSITIRS

"Bouf this time the object started to move in an easterl:
1hine at approximately a 5° angle. “hen the object started to move
anpeared to dim down, crossed in fr\nt of the star and continued
I
"

llnd to the east at an incredible speed, which estimate to be
7“0 MPH., At the time we were traveling with a ground speed of

—
—
).

Q

e watched it for approximately three minutes more until it di apﬂ“are@
from sight still climbing.

As soon as I wae able to contact Columbus radio I gave them the renort
and continued on my mission,back to Reese Air Force Base. After land-
ing at Reese, Flight Service contacted me to make a report which I

cid 11x¢u1anely.

COS OSSO )S
SESRS TR
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“Next edition is Scheduled in approximately six months

5P,

GILA RIVER (405)

UNITED STATES - MEXICO

U.S. AIR FORCE EDITION.






