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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN REPORT NO. QA'-U?OB-Z-SE : et )
USA

j

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

AREA REPORT CONCERNS

SHEL3Y, I0Wi, USA

AGENCY OF ORIGIN DATE OF REPORT

Flight 2-1, L602d AISS
St. Panl 11, Minnesota 3 August 1955
:’;LRCE OF INFORMATION e DATE OF INFORMATION W
MR, THOMAS M. STOKER 30 July 1955
EPARING OFFICER EVALUATION i
 VALTER E. SAMPSON, 2/Lt., USAF

REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previons report, etc., as applicable)

.SUBJECT

UFOB

7., :VSIL'IUBUTICH BY ORIGINATOR

SUMMARY (Znier concise summary of report. Give significance in finud one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 112a.)

Y, CONTENTS:

PART ONE: Description of sighting by Mr. Thomas M, Stoker, Shelby,
Iowa, Cashiar at Farmer's Savings Bank, Havy Vateran.

PART TWOs OSupplesmentary Investigative Eiforts,
PART THRER; Comments of Preparing Officer.

II. SUMMARY: Object was sighted by a group of observers at GOC XIIO MEYRO
33 BIACK post at Shelby, Iowa (GEOREF FJIM 3531). Object was kept under sur-
vaillance until 30/1000Z. Members of the group were: Mr, William D, Edwards,
33, Manager, Shelby Fertilizer Co,; Mr. Don Xenkel, 18, works for Mr. Edwards
and owns camera with which pictures of object were taken; Mr. Ronald Edwards,
15, also works for Mr, Bdwards; Mr. Marvin Brown, 20, an accountant for O Gage
City Steel Co., Cmaha, Nebraska and Mr. Thomas H. Stoker, post supervisor who
reportad the sighting.

IIT. INVESTICATORS: CAPT FANS BISCHOFS AO '.33148)42
LT WALTER E. SAMPSON 20233A

2 ) @552
WALTER B. SAMPSO
2/1k., USAF® -
Officer in Charge

——1 mas. (See individual parts)

WARNING: This document contains information affecting the national defense of the United States within the meaning of the Espio-
nage Laws, Title 13, U. S. C., Section 793 and 794. Its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any maaner to an unauthorized
person is prohibited by law. It may not be reproduced in whols or in part, by other than United States Air Force Adencies, except by
pormission of the Director of Intelligance, USAF.
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AIR INTELLIGENCE_INFORMATION REPORT
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1 FrOM (Agency)

Flight 2-&, L602d AISs |-

ast 10 miles and high.® ' Lights ?Changed from red
Jo!

;/nadowy whits beam coming to a point would show below the object.” AL 30/08452
:nother coject with the same characteristics was sighted to the northwest,
“oe Iirst object appearsd to be that of a “pea® held at amms length.

0% appear to move, Observation through 7 power binoculars did not reveal any details.

e

louds, but good visibility, wind was estimated 30 knots from 110 degrees, Pictures of
‘he object (See Incl. 1) were taken with an 8lmm Compa
singla picture type, 820.
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L. SOURCE: Thomas M, Stoker
Addresss- Shelby, Iowa

Occupation: Cashier, Farmer’s Savings Bank, Shelby, Iowa.
Qualificationss GOC Post Supervisor

o —

‘L. QSLIABILITY: Not possible to judge from information available,

IITI. SCURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SICHTING: Source noticed flashing lights in sky "north
to green to white as lights changed
this object. Once in awhile a light beam would come in front to a point, Also a
The size of
The object did

30/0830Z 1t looked like an oncoming car, one mile away, Weather was scattered

r lens camera Reflex 1 Compco

Incl:
Nagative
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

ROM (Ayency)

REPORT NO. Z”A-UFOB-Z"SS Pm T‘n"JO
Flight 2=, 48024 AISS 5

PAGE OF h PAGES

SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EF?ORIS:

1., Upon assignment to Detachment 2 for investigation Cant Bischofs began to
condnct the investization, however, he was unable %o develop any leads, The invest-

ization was then turned over to Flight 2=& since the initial report and photographs
had gore to the D/I 31st Air Division.

2. Checking with research agencies in this area revealad that there were no -
ballons from Minneapolis over Jowa at the time., Also the lights carried on ballons
are 7enera11y white or bossibly red and white flashing. 1

3. At 30/0730Z July 55 a/ 3-25 type aircraft, #AF8170, pa.,sed within five (5)
miles of the object and was asked by the ACW site at Omaha 1f they could ses the
sbject. The pilot revarted,he could not see it,

i« Vhen the film was de:veloped by the 51lLith Materiel Sqdn Photo Lab nothing
showed., (See Part One, Incl 1)

S. It is belisved that Moby Dick ballons carry only a white light.

6, The U. of Minnesota Cbsexvatory said that there was nothing astironomical
%hat would cause such a sighting on that night.

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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PAGES

COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

1, In the opinion ‘of the Preparing Officer, this sighting was possibly caused
»y an alrplane, for the following reason:

a. Tha color of the iights and their flashing would be those of an aircraft

b. The lack of motion could be explained by wind or by a helicopter or a
convertiplane,

c. The description of the white lights sounds like landing or maybe search-

d. Investigation discovered no ballon or astronomiéal activity that would
account for the sighting.

Mw
WALTER E. S

a/bE., USAF
Officer in Charge

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—

IN

2. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROHIBITED BY LAW.

I MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
TELLIGENCE, USAF.
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Y O O ey 1 ght 2-4, L602d AISS e a |
St. Paul 11, Minnesota | 8 August 1955
S S e e e . g
MR, THOMAS M. STOKER 30 July 1955 |
oo g i 1 =

WALTER E. SAMPSON, 2/Lt., USAF

REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previons report, etc., as applicable)

UrF0B

SUMMARY (FEnter concize summary of reporé.  Gice significence in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left.  Begin text of report on AF Form 112a.)

. Is CONTENTS:

4 PART ONE: Description of sighting by Mr. Thomas M, Stoker, Shelby,
Towa, Cashier at Farmer'!s Savings Bank, Navy Vateran,

PART TWO: Supplementary Investigatize Efforts,
PART THREE:; Comments of Preparing Officer.

: II, .SUMMARY: Object was sighted by a group of observers at GOC KILO METRO
33 BIACK post at Shelby, Towa (GEOREF FJKM 3531). Object was kept under sur-
veillance until 30/1000Z, Members of the group were: Mro William D, Edwards,
33, Manager, Shelby Fertilizer Co.; Mr. Don Kenkel, 18, works for Mr, Edwards

nd owns camera with which picturss of object were taken; Mr. Ronald Edwards,
16, also works for Mr, Edwards; Mr. Marvin Brgwn, 20, an accountant for O Gags
City Steel Co., Omaha, Nebraska and Mr. Thomad M. Stoker, post supervisor wWho
reported the sightinge : ' ¥
ITI, INVESTICATORS: CAPT HANS BISCHOFS AQ 784842
LT WALTER E. SAMPSON 26233A

g
éléféﬁ:bﬁ/
WALTER E. SAMPSQ

2t USAF
- Officer in Chargs

1 s (See individual parts)

JOEN M WHITE JR
Colonel, USAF
Commander

. BSTRIGUTION BY ORIGINATOR i e Sipgecs o o
'D/I, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 31ADiv; Comdr, 4602d AISS; OIC, Flight 2-A, 4602d
AISS; OIC, Detachment 3, 46024 AISS

e
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(CLASSIFICATION)

~aOVED 1T JUNE 1918
AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
RoRT 0. 24 JJROB~2~55 | PART ONE
Fiight 2-A, L02d AISS e

PAGE 2 OF h PAGES

‘%, SOURCE: Thomas M, Stoker :
Address: Shelby, Towa _
Occupations Cashier, Farmer's Savings Bank, Shelby, Iowa.
Qualifiﬁationsz GOC Pos+ Supervisor
l

IS ELIABILIT Not possible to,judge from information available.

IIT, . SOURCE!'S DESCRIPTION QF SIGHTING: Source noticed flashing lights in sky "north
cast 10 miles and high." Lights "Changed from red to green to white as lights changed
on this object. Once in awhile a light beam would come in front to a point, Also a
@Hadowy white beam coming to’a point would show below the object." At 30/08L5Z
! another object with the same; characteristics was sighted to the northwest, The size of
| the first object appeared to be that of a “"pea™ held at arms length. The object did
| not appear o move, Observation through 7 power binoculars did not reveal any details,
4% 30/08302 it looked like an oncoming car, one mile away., Weather was scattered
| clouds, but good visibility, wind was estimated 30 knots from 110 degress, Pictures of
‘ the object (See Incl., 1) were taken with an 81lmm Compar lens camera RﬁleY 1 Compco
- single picture type, 620,

1 JIncls
‘Negative

r'qu‘uH’\lFmINrO’ IATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE AC
AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERS O\l IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
E REPRQDUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DiRECTOR OF

~IMNCTA
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PART TWO
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTSs

1. Upon :
conduct ths
igation was

assignment to Detachment 2 for investigation Capt Bischofs began to
investigation, however, he was unable to develop any leads. The invest-

then turned over to Flight 2-A since the initial report and photo raphs

had gone to

o

ar

3, At 30/07302 July 55 a B-25 type aircraft, #AF8170, passed within five (5)
miles of the object and was asked by the ACEW site at Omaha if they could see the
The pilot reported he could not see it, - '

object.

b

showed, (See Part One, Incl 1)
5. It is believed that Moby Dick ballons carry only a white lights
6, The U. of Minnesota Observatory said that there was nothing astronomical

that would cause such a sighting on that night,

ballons from Minneapolis over Iowa at the time,
e generally white or possibly red and white flashing,

the D/I 31st Air Division.

Checking with research agencies in this area revealed that there were no
Also the lights carried on ballons

When the film was developed by the 51Lth Materiel Sadn Photo Lab nothing

-
.
iien
S ;.
l'
LOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
A ENDED. ITS TRAN SSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

‘PRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

UNCLASSIFIED

; \CL' S50 r](ATlUN) 18—55570-1 U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE




Declassification Authority NND 923007

_UNCLASSIFIED

(CLAS3IFICATION)

AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (.,-l,'m:y'» REFORT ~O. ZA*UFOB‘Q—SS PARI' THREE
Flight 24, L6024 AISS : PAGE I OF )4 PAGES

,FFGRM 112—PART I

*PROVED 1 JUNE 1348

COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

1, In the opinion of the Preparing Officer, this sighting was possibly caused
by an airplane, for the following reason: :

a. The color of the lights and their flashing would be those of an aircraft

b. The lack of motion could be explalned by wind or by a helicopter or a
convertiplane,

¢cs The description of the white lights sounds like landing or maybe search-
lights. : '

d. Investigation discovered no ballon or astronomical activity that would
account for the sighting, ‘

WALTER E. SAMPSO
/Lt U
Officer in Charge

, COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

1. This headquarters does not agree with the possibility of an aircraft
generated sighting as set forth by the Preparing Officer for the following reasons:

8. The duration of the sighting was too long for that of an aircrafst
sighting.

b. The object appeared to remain motionless for more than two and ons-
half hours.

2. This headquarters offers the hypothesis that this sighting was possibly
caused by a balloon for the following reasons:

A

a.. The object remainsd high and motionless for a long period of time.

: b. Viewing of ordinary white light through low powsr optical instruments
such' as the binoculars used can induce colors which the object does not actually
posSsSess.

¢s Balloons of the rawinsonde type, released from Air Force Weather
Stations and detachments thereof daily, can be seen after dark up to an altitude
of forty thousand feet without visual aids.

d. The revolving of the balloon or oscillation of* the suspension train
(carry nz the modulator unit), caused by wind currents, could account for the
flashing lights and the beams of light which at times came from the object.

o

WOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING 1 r NATIONA ISE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH!N THE MEANING OF TH?: ESPIONAGE ACT., 50 U.S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE RE EVELATION oL lTS CONTENTS M ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
}T MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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