Declassification Authority NND 923007

602D AISS UFOB IOG

S N e e b U P

1 REPCRT NO. 2 DATE/ TTME OF SIGATING 3 RECD HQ L4602D
- AISSLTFOB-200w55 12/05102 July 1558 12 July 1955:

[ s LOCATION OF SIGHTING
China Lake NAS, California

5 VMEANS RECD 6 ACTION
T? Mse . Investization Authorized
7 INVES UNIT T DATE TaVES ZSSICHED 9 ASSIGNING OFFICER
| Frizht 1eC 12 July 1958 Lt. HoZntes
10 DATE IR RECD HQ {11 DATE IR APPROVED 12 DATE IR TO ATIC
- |13 AISOP FORM 5.
12 July 1955
1u COMMENTS

A ampls’to follow-up investigation of tais 8ighting has beser authorized
1 by 'his headguarters. Results of the investigation as follows:

15 CONCLUSIONS

ATSOP PR 7 (24A-k 55)
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12 ppvs 2
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:.\3 0‘@3 i ' e 6 /
ENCH98: YDb@94 XYAigl MwanmZoRﬂ 32)’14-"'3* Fo"{,)m_q, /b/ i
00 JEDEN.JEDWP Jr_P‘{Q JWPJB : _ '
DE JWPPHGSB g
0 128656Z 1y ) e HGene il g L o or e
M COMDR MA‘?C‘{ ILIES SV CE\I MARCH AFB CALI““ EVESRRaER e A £k

TO. JEDEN/COMDR ADC:ENT. AFB COLO :
JEDWP/COMDR 'ATICWRIGHT: PAITFRSON AFB*OHIO:
JEPHQ/DIR{OF/INTELLIGENCE HQ USAF WASH/D'C;
JUPJB/COMDR. 27 TH! AIRsDIv#NOQTON AFB CALIF
m'r -_
(I)DVSGRIDTION°
(A) ROUND
¢3) DIME
(“)ORAVuISH RED:
€D) ONEX i _
(E) NONE ' | ‘ |
(F) INTERMITTENT TAIL FLASHING OF RED WITH WAROON STREAKS i
5 TAIL, ADPVARVD 45 TIMES LENGTH OF OBJECT WHEN:VISABLE AND
TAPERED Mo o T TR ;
(4> NNE - ' -

LoeppnnTT AR ~owroaAl, TILES

CPA3E TWO JWPRM 638
(I) NONE
(2) DESCRIPTION OF: couwsr
(A) EDWARDS REPORTED FLASH OF LIGHT TO CHINA LAXE N.A.S. TOWER
(B) 28 DEGREES ELEVATION 293 DEGREES AZIMUTH MAG. ‘
(C) 28-TO 25 DEGREES ELEV 277 DEGREES AZIMUTH , L g
(D) FLYING'242 DEG TURNED TO 8@ DHGREES TURVED TO 249 THEN 277 AND
NISAPPEZAREDD e : O
(T) LEVEL FLIGHT AND FADED AWAY ks .'
CEOR DTN F M TN UEES R il
(3) MANNER OF OBSERVATION .-
€4) GROUND VISUAL - R o
(B) TWO PAIR 8 POWER AND ONE PAIR 6@ POWER BINOCULARS =
(C) NOT. APPLICABLE _ ' a0 : :
(4> TIME AND DATE OF SIGHTIN
A 12fsiez.
¢3) DARX NIGHT
5 LOCATION: OF OBSERVER (s)
CHINA LAKE N.A.S. TOWER: CALIF s
- ¢5) IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OF ALL ORSERVEF
¢€a) LUNDY R.F. AC2 USN TOWER OPSRATOR :
(2) CHITWOOD CP -ACAM USN TOWER OPERATOR;RUSS C.E. CWO USN DUTY OFFICER

S) 1( et vhe :
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PAGE TWO'JWPRH 633 0 DR O
" (I) NONE: S R

€2) DVDCRIPTIOV oF:: COURSL £ : ' it

" (A). ZDWARDS REPORTED FLASH. OF . LIuHT TO CHINA LAKE Niefie Sk TOWER
_'(B) 22 °DEGREES ELEVATION 293 “DEGREES AZIMUTH MAG, _

- (C) 28-T0.25 DEGREES ELEV-277 DEGREES: AZIMUTH ‘ ot
. D) FLYING: 24@ DFG TURNED' TO 8@ DLPREu TURNED TO 24@ THFN 277 AVD
. DISAPPEAREDD

" (E) LEVEL FLTGHT AVD FADPD AWAY ,
. _ﬁr\ SO AT R 3a MINUTES -
(3) MANNER OF . OBSFRVATIOV
.(A) GROUND NMISUAL:

CHINA LAKE’ N 4 S.-TOWVQ CALIF. e
(S ID&NTIFYINu INFORMATION: OF- ALLY OQSVRVERCS) B : '
.~ (CA) LUNDY R.F. AC2 USN TOWER OPERATOR i : i DL
'~ (B) CHITWOOD CP.: ACAM USN "TOWER OP »RATOR‘RUSS C E CWO, N

TY, OFFICER

PAGE THREE JWPHR 638 . 2N _
AQNN BETABLESS ‘ ‘ -
(7 uuannR AND WTVDS—ALOFT CONDITION AT TIME AND PLACE OF SIGHTING
*(A) ALL CLEAR 15 MI VISIBILITY ia i
em) SURFACE . .

S §,228' - DEG 262 XT13 B S S
13,393 - DEG 218 KT 12 ‘ o e g S
15,888" - DEG 319 KT 20 : ' . :
2%,003° - DEG 318 KT 22
39,288 - DEG 320 KT 40.

‘ﬁq‘zz@'“e DEG 263 KT 29

o - 82,8@@° - DEG UNK XT

. (CY NONEHS .
SN CODNCRIIS 15

(Z). NONE?,
-~ . (F) NONE=
S (8) NONE KNOWN : :
' (9) 2 F38D 'SCRAMBLED FROM GEOR3 F A‘B ”I\MBL‘7 TO WAKr CONTACT WITH
"ANYTHING 2 : : b
¢12) NONE KNOWN TO BE IN IM MVDIQT” VICIVITY A
(11> DUTY OPERATIONS OFFICER MARCH FLT SFPVICE CENTER MARCH: AFB,,
C*LIF INABLE TO MAKE QVALIDIS
¢12) NONE.. .
'ui 9

IO/VV‘SZ JUL JWPR%

5 5
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© 1 ATsop. ~ Long Distancs Telephons Call

Comdr,., 4602d AISS ' AISOP - 12 July 1955
7 et : - 090 hours
. AISS~7

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

i+ Telsphone conversation between 4/1C DeBudder, Headquarters, 46024
AISS, and T/Sgt Howard, Flight 1-C, 4802d AISS, .

2+ The undersigned called Flight 1-C conserning the authorization of
& follow-up UFOB investigation. It was requested that Flight 1-C inwestigate
the sighting at the China Lake Naval Air Station, California of 12/0510%

8. Tt was also requested that Flight 1-C verify the duration of sighting
of the UFOB reported by General Purygar, CG, 25th ADiv, over southern Cali-
fornia at 12/0400% July 1955,

Ronald D, DeRudder, A/1C, USAF
AIC, UFOB Program
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;'Ck!HT]Z}'—PlRT:: AT, (mleK:ATK)F’()" A

VIPROVED T JUNE 1948 . . T . ‘ Al .
JUNTRYS . - i . ‘ REPORT NO. - e ‘(LEAVF BBANK)
USA- o IC~U“OB—11-55

s s A A

e s APPROVED:
9 (See Individual Parts) N
.A | | ."‘ ‘ | | | ‘ ' r A 2

'Gi5TAIRUTION AY ORIGINATOR T ‘ = IO

A!R iNTELLlGENCE !NFORMATION REPORT" -+ o%

t FGB : , ; .
A REPORTED ON : FROM (Avmcv)
'zyukm, Califernia, USA Flight 1-C, 46024 AISS
14 7S OF REPORT . 'DATE OF INFORMATION . EVALUATION 2 ; :
30 July 1955 1% July 1955 ' ' : \
SPARED BY-{ Offfeer) v SOURCE p) - <. %
PATRICK O, SHAIEL  Captain USAF Saa tontents below

R rmencs:.(cmrol number, directioe, previous ~p-vl ., as appiicadie)

AFR 200-2, March FLT SV CE¥ TT MSG DTD 120715Z JUL 55 WB 55-5 DTD k FEB- 55 el

“\.m ARY: (Ennr coneise summary of report. Gioe dignificance in final one-senlence pangmph List indomrn al lower left. Begin tert o[ nport on AF Form m——Pm II)

I. CONTENTS :

CPART ONE:  Description of sighting by CWO Carl E.. Russ, o

" China Lake Naval Air Fa.cility, China Lake}
Califernia (mJCF 1707) i

PART TW0:  Description of s:.ghtlng by 482 Richard F.

Luady, China Lake NAF, China Lake, Ga.lifornia.

PART THREE: Descziptlen of siehtmg by ACAM Cha.rlcs P.

Chitweod, China Lakf NAF, China Lake, Cnlifofnia. o

PART FQUR: Supplamentary Investa.oat'lve c.fforts.
PART FIVE:  Comments of Prepa.ni'g Officcr.

_ e SUMMARY: Ona unidentifisd flying object Was sightad near CHINA
LAKD NAVAL AIR FACILITY, CHINA LAKE, CALIFCRNIA, at 120510Z JUL 55 (2210 hours
PDST 11 July 1955). The information inm this report was obtained from the persons
seehng this object and from the investigation conducted to determine the possibla
causs of this sighting.

IIT.  INVESTIGATGR: S/Sgt JORN T. FIGKEN, AF 15 372 953,

0 SHERE

PATRICKA
Captain '~ USAF
Officer in Charge

- JOHN M WHITE JR
Colonel, USAF
Commander :

/T, USAP; Comdr, ATIC; D/T, 27ADiv; Comdr, L602d AISS; orc, Flight 1-C, 16024 AISS Y

5 THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT 0V S.C—~

3l AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF IT5S CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROKIBITED Y LAW.
JIT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR: IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
IMTELLIGENCE, USAF.

YNeinpsse __.-_Q '
(cuwnmr OM) . T U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE - 1950—0-01 3331
I
s ,' . . . #
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(CLASSIFICATION)

" AIR-INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. oy e
Flight 1-C, 16024 AISS 1C-UFOB-11-55 - | 3 W 20

PAGE

e ff
I. SOURCE: GCARL E. RUSS, CWo, USN [

Age: L2

Length of.Servicé: 20 yeafs

Duties: MNaval Air Facility Officer (Administration)
Education: 12 years

Station: ‘China Lake N#val Alr FéCility

- II. RELTABILITY: When interviewed SCURCE was very cooperative with a
positive attitude. toward the questioning. He was very friendly, though serious,
and supplied concise and detailed answers to questions. When speaking, SCURCE
used goed English with an excellent choice of words. His grammar and spelling
on ATIC Form "A" were good. SOURCE appeared to be of il S SRR
He presented a business-like appearance and seemed to have a good observanca
of details. Although completely familiar with air traffic procedures SCURGE
could offer no explanation as to what the object might have been and was insistent
that the object was of a nature not normal to the Air Facility. In view of
SOURCE's sincerety, familiarity with air traffic procedures, length of servicas,
and rank, he may be considered as usually reliable. Since two other indaviduals
simultaneously observed the object, information contained in this report should
be evaluabed: ass"1n,

III. . SCURCE!'S DiSCRIPTICN OF OBJECT:: . .
o 1. SOURCE was on duty as the Naval Air Facility Duty Officer/on
the evening of 11 July 1955. He received a call from control tower operatorg who
said that an unidentified flying object was in sighte. SOURCE immediately reported

- to the tower. : 7

v
Ao

2. The objsct first appeared in the northwestern sky at 306
degrees from true north and approximately 10 degrees from the horizon. It?was
moving oa & course of approximately 240 degress. Object stayad on this course
for arproximately seven (7) mimutes and then suddenly reversed course. Itiwas
on this original line of flight before the changes in direction that the object
disappeared about. six times 2lways reappearing close te the point of disaﬁﬁgarance
but always in its flight line. ‘ N\

. NN

3. The object appeared round with fuzzy and/or blurred edgeah\\

SCURCE reported the-d%gtance topgreat to determine the exact shape. There was. \

L. After observing the object for several mimutes with the naked
eye SOURCE employed 8 X 50 binoculars. The object was no clearer with the
binocvlars than with the naked eye. It appeared as an orange glow or like an open
flame. 2 :

5. During its course afier the reversal object seemed to spead
up. Gourss of this second line of flight was approximately 80 degrees. When
object almost reached the point of the initial gighting it again rapidly changsd
course and assumed a heading of approximately 240 degrees,

but one object.dnd’its size approximated that of a pea held at arm's lengbhe ©

ROTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING QF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
31 AND J2, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHGRIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FQRCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR GF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

UNELA IS [F1ED

(CLASSIFICATION) & 16—585570~1  U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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(CLASS(HCATION)

AR lNTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (.uency) . REFPORT NO.

: -

{ 5 .

! Flight 1-C, L6024 AISS 1G-UFOB—11-55
[ . . .

PART ONE
paceE 3

OF

2 o PAGES

degrees from the Naval Air Facility tower.

7+ SCURCE could offer no
the first unusual sighting SCOURCE had ever

8. SCURCE had no idea of

9. The weather was clear
It was pitch dark with a few stars. There

2 Incls:
1. Statement by S()LRCu
2. SCUHCE'S memory sketch
of object?s flight line

explanation for fhe objects This was
‘witnessed.

speed or altitude of the object.

and cool with fifteen miles v131b111’t.y.

6. - The object seemed to lose al titude slowly as it faded away.
There was no sudden disappearance. Object was last sighted at a measured 277

wWas ,}ust a slight breeze.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

.UELL«GE\CE USAF.

LLAS IF!CATIOV;

18—55570~1

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK

\
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AF FORM 112-—PART i ,. UNCLAISIFIE,

(CLASSIFICATION)
'PROVED 1 JUNE 1948 -

~ AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

PM (Agency) : REPORT NO..

Flight 1-C, 46024 AISS 1G-UFQB-11-55

PART ONE

PAGE ) 4 o OF 2 0 PAGES

1
i
{

il - o
| Incl #1 PART QNE, Rept 1C-UF0B-11-55
Statement of CWO Carl E. Russ ’

S=T=A=T=E-M~E=N=T

. As the Naval Air Facility duty officer, I was called to the field control
tower to observe an orange colored light in the sky that appearsed to be moving.
T first observed this objsct at abeut 2215 (PDST) without visual aids. I then
1ooksd at it through 8 X 50 bineculars and observed it moving in a westerly
‘dirsction. The object then seemed to reverse course and gaim altitude during
this mansuver. .It traveled at high speed. It then again reversed course moving

" slowly againm in a westerly direction on a slight descent - disappearing in the
wests v : E ' '

/s/ Carl E. Russ

CWl - . USN
S—TeA=T—-E-M-E-N-T

A TRUE COPY:

e > - -
PATRICR BN
Captain USAF

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S, C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. IT5 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
I'F MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
UNELASS

((_:.LAES\'FICATKON) 10—B55570-1  U. 3. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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AF FORM 112—PART 11

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 ) gﬁLSS"F CAT.ION) - p : ;
" AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (sdgency) . REPORT NO.
Flight 1-C, 16024 AISS

PART ONE ' ' ;
1C-UF0B-11-55 PAGE s . OF 2, o PAGES

IﬁclJ#Z, SOURCE!S Memory Sketch of Object's Flight Pa h

s a
el
A" jndicatas point of initial sighting x' Ao
"B"® indicates point of disappearance : : \.. ‘\
AT
b
i ,
:'-‘ \ -
BN F
\ ‘[ -

Senzt

CEL

e e —— e

N ¥, Y ) .

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES wr?ym THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHQRIZED PERSON 15 RROHIBITED BY LAW.

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED iN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

Doel A

(CLASSIFICATION)

16—55570-1 U. 5. GOVEANMENT PRINTING OFZICE
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AF FORM 112—PARTIL : Q&%&ggﬁ%ﬂ
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- AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

§ FROM (ctyency) . REPORT NO.

¥light 1-C, h602d ATSS | 1C-UR0B~11-55 L 6 o 20 s

- PART TWO -

PAGE

of

W

J

1, v
Lol

tower operator. He continmed“at his dnties until the other individuals who had

seen the object were located. While at his job SOURCE appeared to be well-gcquainted
with his job. SOURCE was familiar with air traffic procadures. He was quick, alert,
mr‘ aware of sverything happening on the airfield although it seemed to be a

& 1ittle Impatient. Although he answered all questions readily he didn't go out

,w"ut the sighting. His observations of the cbject were prebably casunal. SOURCE
wrpaarsd to be of

'm:f?_:irned comletely by other SOUECES, should be ev:ﬂmated as "3,

s attentionm was callad to the object by another tower control operator. The

Adx I'orce Bage to 1ook .LOI' an object in the northern or scuthernm sky.

| siie of 4 dime. The ebject apreared solid with the edges similar to those of a
right star. '

_ mrro*dmate anglc of 305 degrees. The object was moving at a high rate of gpeed
ot an angle of approximately 110 degroes. It suddenly reversed course and roved

{ on an approximated course of 290 degrees. The object finally disappeared by fading

i cub ab a measured angle of 277 degrees from the tower at the China Lake laval Air

Facility ‘"’hls measurement was detcmned by using theodolite.

=:v~vera1 times but not during its easterly course. SOURCE stated that the object
nizht have moved behind the mountains to the west of the Air Fanlll’c.y. The object
‘ .«tcaly 23 to 2) mlnutes.

he waect. wls tall po:m‘hed away from the dlrectlon of ﬂlcht.

(,x-,i_‘"t’n-e :Ll”hu and noticed at that t:.m“ that there was no sound mhatoosvn

I. SOURCE: RICHARD F. LUNDY, AC2, USW |

Age: 23 | |

Duties: Control Tower Opeijator

Education: 12 yesars

Q"ualii‘ications: Six moaths duty as a control tower operator.
‘S‘ba’bio*x' Chlna Lake daval Air ra.clllty | .

II. RELIABILITY: When i‘lrst observcd som:a, E was on duty as a control

jhat kept him on the move. He constantly smoked, and at times seemed

his way" to volunteer information. SOURCE x,pearcd to be little concerned

In spite of obvious nervousness and im-
ience SOURCE might be comsidere fairly reliable. His information, while not

IIT. bOVE’CE'S DESG'RIPTION OF OBJEI}T. -
‘3, . SOURGE was on duty at the China Lake Naval Air Eac:l.l ty when

o1 Lower control operator had beem alerted by a telephone call from Edwards

o Th° ob,]ecrb first an*earsd as a reddish orange balil about the

3. The ob;cc’t was first glghted in the northwestern sky at an

h. ”he object appeared at times to stand still. It also disappeared

1d change bng‘xtness but not in a regular pan‘berm I% was in S.Lgh‘b for approxi-

5. ’J’q-n SOURCE obssrved tke object thrcuch binoculars and a tele—

cope it -appeared to have a faint conical tail four or five times the length of

- é» SOWRCE stepped cut of tne tom-r to observe the objsct out

NOTE:

THIS NOCL‘A lT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE QF THE UNITED 9TATF.S WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. IT3 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON iS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT #AY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
L,Q.i.i/__L_D

(CLASSIFICATION) 16—55570~1 " U. 5. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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(CLASSIFICATION)
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

1 FROM («Agency) REPORT NO. . R
Flight 1-C, L,602d ATSS 1G-UFOB=11-55 PART THO 20
PAGE OF PAGES

7. SCURCE was not knowledgeable of the speed or distance of the
object. The altitude was also unknown te SOURCZL although he estimated the object
to be between 10 and fifteen degrees above the horizon at all times.

8. The weather was warm and dry with a slight breeze blowing. The
sky was clear with fifteen miles visibility. There were a few stars but no moon-
light.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S, C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) © 10—35570-1  U. S. GOVERNMENY PRINYING OFFICE
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AF FORM 112—PART Il UNCLRSSIFIED

(CLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

" AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM («gency) REPORT NO.
Flight 1-C, 1,602d AISS 1C-UFOB-11-55 PART TWO

PAGE 8 OF 2 O PAGES

Incl #1 PART TWO, Rept 1C-UF0B-11-55
Statement of AC2 Richard F. Lundy

S-T=A=T~-E-M-f-ii-T  *

When this objact was sighted it was moving rapidly to the east. This
objsct woild appear and disappear. It faded as we lost it. It appeared” to
nove easterly when we saw it. It was spotted with a thaodolite on a bearing of
277 degrsss when it disappearsd. I would say that it was not a star because
of the one radical move. We had this in sight approximately 23 to 25 minutes.
Ve noticed this becanse Edgards Air Force Base requesied ws look for an object
- north or seuth of our field.

. /8/ Richard F. Lundy
. AC2 USH

S=T=A~TeE=M=E-N=T

A TRUE COPY:

PATRICK O ShimE~" -

Captasin  USAF

|
i

I;-JTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS XKORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT 8Y PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

!‘ (CL-"\J'SI;‘fC'\TlON) 16—B5570~1  U. S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
o
| 3




\F FORM 112—PART I}

CPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

Declassification Authority NND 923007

UNCLRSSIFIED

-
(CLASSIFICATION) . L
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Ftight 1-C, L602d AISS

REPORT NO. PmT o
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Tnel #2, PART TWO, Rept 1C-UFCB-11-55

o

SOURCLE' s lMamory Sketch of object
(retouchad)

Arrow indicates directien of flight

A

e

REDLISH
ORANGE -

e o

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. 8. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. TS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF,

” gcgzsmcmlon)

18~—~55570-1 U. S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING QFFICE
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AF Fanﬂnl 112—PART I - VN ELASSIFIED

(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATIOIN REPORT

FROM (Agency)y REPORT NO.

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

‘ ) PART TWO
Flight 1-C, 1;,602&» AIss " | 1C~UF0B=11=55 /0 o 20 s

PAGE

" Incl #3, PART TWO, Rept 1C-UTF0B~-11~55
S0URCE's Memory Ske’cch of Cbject's Line
of ﬂl"'h‘t (ret ouc"xcd)

1\ North

RUNWARYS

277°  DISAPPEARED
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' I. SOURCE: CHARLES P. CHITWO(D
| | Age:' 22
Duties: Control.Tower Operatof
Education: 13 yearé
Qualifications: 18 months as a control tower operatof
Station: China Lake Naval Air Facility |

. TT. RELIABILITY: SOURCE's memory of the incident was very good. His
constant attitude to be of help was very impressive. He freely volunteered infor-
mation, sketches, and maps. HEis contimuity of the events during the sighting 2
was good. He seemed to remember all the facts in order. - His answers to questions’
were pesitive, with the excepticn of what the object might possible have been.
SCURCE used good judgement during the sighting as evidenced by his immediate call
to the duty officer amd his attempts with theodelite, binoculars, and telescope
to 1dentify the object. SCURCE seemed to be more. knowledgeable on the object than
the others, pogsibly because he was the first to si t it. Although SCURCE had 4
one ysar of colleze he seemed to be NN e RN ™ [is vocabulary
seemed to be SNSRI s job, however, was very
good. SOLRCE cam be rated of i N o1 should be considered to
be probably reliable. Information in this report should be evalunated as "1" since -
it hag beem confirmed by two (2) other SUURCES. - '

IIT, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT: o

1. SOURCE was on duty as tower operator at China Lake lNaval
pir Facility om the night of 11 July 1955. SOURCE received a call from Hdwards
Air Force Basa, Fdwards, California (EJGE 0854), and was asked to look for am
object in the nerthern or southern sky. SOURCE looked but could see nothinge.

A few minutes later at 120510Z JUL 55 Edwards AFB again called and asked SCURCE
to look to the north. This time SCURCE spetted the object.

i - 9. (bject was in the northern sky at a heading of 340 degrees

i when first sighted. Object moved on a heading of 2li0 degrees for seven minutes,

| then suddenly reversed course and sped away on an 80 degree heading almost Lo tha

i point where first sighted. The object then reversed course again and disappearsad

out of sight on a measured (by theodolite) 277 degree headihg. Disappearance was .:

gradual and the object sesemed to gain altitude as it disappeared. Object was

! approximately 10 to 15 degrees from the horizon at all times. .
. © ' 3, During the time that ths object was in sight (23 -~ 25 minutes)

it appearad to stand still, suddenly speed up and/or move. It seemed to change

brightness although the color remained constant. SCURCE also stated that it

seemed to pulsate. , :

= . L. SOURCE said that the object approximated the size df a pea,
was orangs with fuzzy elges. Object did not appear to change size or shape bub
intensity of color chang=d. The object was brighter tham stars in the sky.

N 5. Sichting through B power bincculars SOURCE obsérved a faint
conical tail four to five times the langth of the object. This tail appeared
darker in color than the object proper.

107E: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,50 U. S. C.—
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6. The object dismppeared six (6) times but it was noTposslbl°
to tell if it moved behind something or not. SOURCE. stated, however, that it
was posgible that the object moved behind some mountains. Object always reappeared
oa a line coincident with its flight line. It was not possible to tell if the
ot J»Cu passed in front of amything.

| . Te The object disappeared in a westerly direction growing dimmer
| and dimmer. It did not disappear suddenly. :

‘ " 8. SOURCE originally thought obJect to be a jet with its after-
bnrner switched on but when he stepped out on the ledge of the tower he hesard no
sound and alse thought that a jet would not have its afterburner on in level

flight. Also the speed of the object when first observed was seemingly too slow
for a jet.

, Q.. The weather was cool with a little breeze blowing. A faw
stars were visible. It was compleuely dark w1th no noonlight.

1
i
H
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| mentloned only a flash and not an object such as seen by the three individuals

had an object on their scopes. They made a call to EDWARDS AFB who im turn notdified

3736) revealed that they had been alerted. Two F-86D's were scrambled ab 1205282

i Collegc' SAY BCE.NARDLIO, VALIT‘ORHIIA, was interviewed for possible ideas on the

. 1C-UTOB-11~55 "~ PART FOUR
Flight 1-C, 156024 AISS eree L7 5 2O e

LEMENTARY. INVESTIGATIVE EFFCRTS

1. A check with the MARCH AFB, CALITORNIA (EJCD LLgh) Flight
Service Center revealed that no aircraft were in the general vicinity 01 the
Qwht:mg at che time of the sighting. =

2. The Duty Officer at the CHINA LAKE NAVAL ATR FACILITY at
C’ u LAKE, CALIFPCRNIA (EJCF 1707) was interviewed (see Part O#ie) and he stated

La

the the Air Facility had been closed down and made sscure priar to the sighting.

3. An unidentified airlines pﬂo’o en roube from LAS VECAS, NEVADA
(EJEG 5210) te FRESNG, CALIFORNIA (EJAG 1LL5) reported a flash of light on a 310
degree heading.. The aircraft was flying a 212 degree course into DAGGEIT, CALIFORNIA
(EJDE 1252) whes the flash was neticed. The pilob was not available for interview
so the exact point from which the flash was sgen in unknown. However the report

mantioned above. The time of the flash was 120510Z JUL 55

L. . A check with IDWARDS AFB, EDWARDS, CALIFORNIA (EJCE 085h) -
revealad that a flash of light had been seen in the northern sky at 120510Z JUL 55.
This was a ground visual and nothing was seen after the 1n:1.t2.al flash.

5. At 1205062 JUL 55 the AC & W site at BORON, CAIII‘OPNIA (EJCF 1600)

thae NAVAL ATR FACILITY at CHINA LAKE, CALIFORNIA, The control tower operators there
1looked but saw nothing. Anether call through the same channels resulted a.n the
operators abt CHINA LAKE sighting the object. A few mimutes later the AC & W-site .
lost contact. This was 'bhe only instance durlng the sighting that radar i:lckad up
the object.

6. A check with Flight Operations a.t GECRGE AIB, CALIFORNIA, (EJCE
JUL 55. The F—86D's made no contact either visually or with radar.
 Te ﬁ check with Combat Onera’c.lons Center, 27th Air Division (Defense)
NOKTON AFB, SAN BERNARDING, CALIFORNIA (EJCE L606) revealed that they were in
conbact with GECRGE AFB while the I‘—86D's were aloft. 1o action was taken by
ICRTON AFB, however.

8. A check with the Ground Obsu'ver Corps Filter Centers at.

PASADEN 1A, CALIFCRNIA (EJBE 5010) and BAKIRSFIELD, CALIFCRNIA (EJAr 6023) revealed
that no UFOB reporta in the vicinity of the sighting had been recaived. The Filter
Centers stated, however, that there was a great deal of meteor activity thai night.

| e DR.mAstronaner at the MT WILSON OBSERVATCRY (EJEE 571h)
was co*xtabted as to the possibility of astronomical causes. DR. R stated that '

#ince all observers are inside the observatery it is unlikely for them To sight
such objects. Nothing unusual had been seen and he could give ne eacplanatio_n for
the sighting. ~ ‘ P

Professor of Astroncmy, S:m Bemardlno Vall

Mf"mf,:mg. He could give no information or explanation for the ebject.  He did .. -\;\
say that the lengbth of time the object was in sight would pessibly¥ preclude the AN
chances of the object. being astronomical. : . 4 AN

50 b

AN
i
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_ 11. The weather conditions at the CHINA LAKE NAVAL ATR FACILITY
lwars as followss : _
| ‘ Surface: all clear with 15 miles visibility, slight breeze
6000 degrees 260 Imots 10
i - 10000 degrees 210 knots 12
5 : 16000 degrees 310 knets 20
i : 20000 degrees 310 knots 20
| 30000 degrees 300 knets L0
50000 degrees 260 knots 20

80000 degrees UMK knots UMK e
| There was no temperature inversion at this time.

|
|
i
i
{
|
}
i
H
{
{
!
|
{
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"COMMSNTS OF PREPARITNG OFFICER:

» 1. The preparing officer was unable to come to amy definitive
| conclusion as to the cause of the sighting of an object near the CHINA LAKE
. HAVAL AIR FACILITY, CHINA LAKE, CALIFCRNIA, on the night of 11 July 1955,

2. The following pessibilitiss are offered for consideration:

: a. Considering the length of sighting, the hovering, speeding
up and the near level flight of the object suggests the possibility that the
object was a balloom. The gradual disappearance in the dirsction (westerly)
that the wind (reported from surface to 50000 feet as blowing betwsea 10 and
L0 knots) also helps ths balloon theory. However, the very sudden changefin
course, the rapid speed attained in an eastarly direction afger this reversal
in course and anothar sudden reversal in course would seem to preciuds the
possibility of a ballcon. The fain®* conical tail must be considered. The
tail was seen only through binoculars and a telescope and might possibly have
been an optical illusien caused by the plass. Also the ebject was between
the viewers and the sun, although the sun had long since set. It ig unlikely
that the objesct would appear as large as it did (from the size of a pea to the
size of a dime held at arm's lengthj if it were high enough to" catch the sun'g
rays at such a late hour. It is possible that unknown to the weather bursau
~a Jet stream existed and the object drifted into the stream. Having risen

through the stream the object then continued on its westerly course at a leisursly
pace. It is the opiniom of the preparing officer that although the sighted
object might possibly have been a balloon, evidsnce indicates that this was not
Probable, -

be The three individuals-who spotted the object were brisfad
on the following possibilities: a truck or car winding down mountain roads, a
 searchlight reflacting off the mountains, the reflection of some light on the
mountains. None thought any of thase could apply to the sighting. Although
all three were familiar with air traffic none had any ideas or conclusions
concerning tha objact."

ce Although a great deal of meteor activity was noted on the
night of 11'JuLy,1955, the length of the duration of sighting seems to rule out
the possibility of a meteor. The suddan reversal inm coursa throws out the planet
or planetoid theory. The sudden flash seen by the airlines pilot and the
observer at EDWARDS ATR FCRCE BASE might pessibly have been a meteor. Although
the times of the sighting -of the object and the flash of light are similar,
along with the same general vicinity, it is the opiniom of the preparing. {Eicer
that the two are not ons and the same. The failure of the tower- opera#tors &t
CHINA LAKE NAVAL AIR FACILITY to obgerve the flash of light caf be blamed on a. i
lack of observance since the airfield at CHINA LAKE had been stut down and secursd
for the night. Neither the agtromomer at MOUNT WILSCN OBSERVATCRY nor the ona-
at SAN BERNARDINQ VALLEY COLLEGE had knewledge of this flash of light. Possibly
the distance was too great. The preparing officer believes that tha flash of .
light was astrenomical while the sighting of the UFIB was not. ) %

, o d. One SCURCE (see PART THREE) at first thought the object
to be a Jet with afterburner switched on which might possibly explain the conical
‘tail theory but again the length of time the objact was in sight, along with its
slow speed during its westerly courses, preclude that possibility. Same SOURCE
located the object within the SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA RESTRICTED AREA COMPLEX, It

HO3E: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S, C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY_LAW.
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was learned by tha 1ﬁv-st1gator that v1olations of this restricted area are very

_Very.rars. :.Ihe. lack of contact by F—86D's also seems to rule out the aircraft
”ossibiliﬁy. ‘ ' , 4

: 'he. Opt cal Dhenomena seeng to be: the best possiblllty. The
fact that neo: otner individuals abserved this object, ‘although it was in sight for
nonrox1mataly 23 manutas, lends:. credcnce to this theory. The area is sparsely
vcpulated and-ib is noas1bLe fhat other people saw it amd failed to report it

D e S -

The inability of the intercepter planes to make either visual ar clactronlc
"entact helps this,p0331bility. »

5

Captain UbAF
Gfficer 1n,Charge

COMMENTS oprprov:.nb Officer- "

| 1. Thls headqnarters does not concur with the possiole causes of thls gighting
offﬂrod by the Preparing Officer for the following reasons:

: Qe Balloon“p0351b111ty' The sudden reversal of direction, the high rate
‘of speedg and the conieal tail would ellmlnate balloon activity. :

b; Alrcraft n0831b111ty- The dnratlon of the sighting, the slow movement

to the west, and the area of the sighting (restrlcted area) would ellmlnate the
possibility of aireraft.

. é. vAstrcnémlcél éctiv1ty"‘ The fact that\tnls object was inltlaily siohted’
. by radar, coupled with the duration of the 51ght1no would eliminate the possibility
of astronomieal activity.

d. Optical phenemena: This object was initially picked up on radar and
was seen by three people for a long period of time, thereby eliminating the
possibility of}optlcal phenonena.,

2. This report is forwarded to ATIC as ™unknown¥,

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S.C.— ..
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(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (cAyency) REPORT NO. = .
"y o ) . P , PART CNE
Flight 1-C, 16024 AISS 10-UT0B-11-55 - :
e . : PAGE 2, OF 2,0 PAGES
L. SCUECE: CAHL L. KUSS, CWO, USN . , |

-~

Age: - L2
Length of Service: 20 years
Duties: Haval Air Facility Gfficer (Aciministm_tion)
“ucation: 12 years |
Station: China Lake Naval Air Facil ity
. II. RELIABILITY: When interviewed SCURCE was very cooperative with a
positive attitude toward the questioning. He was very friendly, though serious,

and supplied concise and detailed answers to questions. When speaking, SCUIGE
us2d good English with an excellent cheice of words. IHis mar and spelling . .

on ATIC Form "A" were good. SOURCE appeared to be of kIR l
He presented a ‘usiness-like appearance and seemed to have a g o7 observance
of details. Although comple.ely familiar with air traffic procedures - SCUECE
covldi offer no explanation as to what the object might have been and was insistent
that the object was of a nature not normal to the Alr Facility. In view of
SCIPSE's sincerety, familiarity with air traffic procedures, length of servicea,
and rank, he may be considered as usually reliable. Since two other individvals
similtaneously ohserved the object, information contained in this report should
be evaluated as "1n, i

III. SCOURCE'S DuSCRIPTICN OF OBJECT:

‘

1. BSUURCE was on duty as the Naval Air facility Duty Officerybn
the evening of 11 July 1955. He received a call from control tower operators who
alid that an unid ntified flying object was in sicht, SCURCE immediately reported

&

o the tover. _ ;

7 ' S

¢

; 2. The object.first appesred in the northwestern sky at 306
degrees frorm true north and approximately 10 dezrees from the horizon. It was
”~

moving on a course of aperoximately 240 degress. Cbjact stayed on this course
for arproximately seven (7) minutes and then suddenly reversed course., Itiwas

on this orizinal line of flight before the change in direction that the object
. . . . i) > -~ . \\‘
disappesred about six times always reappearing close 4o the point of disappearance
\ N\

but alvays in its flight line. - v 0N
5 g . . 2 N N

3+ The object appeared round with fuzzy and/or blurradvedgesl"

SOTRCE reported the d%stance toogreat to determine the eract shape. There was

but one object and its size approximated that of a pea held at arm's length. T
e After observing the object for several minutes with the naked

. o L%

cye SCURCE emrloyed 8 X 50 binoculars. The object was no clearsr with the

binoctvlars than with the naked eve. It appeared as an orange glow or like an open

flame, - . '

. 5. During its course after the reversal object ssemed to speed
up.  OGCourse of this.second line of flight was approzximately 80 degrees. ihen
object almost reached the point of the initial sighting it again rapidly changeg
course and assumed a heading of approximately 240 degrees.
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6. The cbject sesmed to lose altitude ‘slowly as it faded aURY .
no sudden disappearance. Object was last sighted ut a measured 277

73S
deﬂree from the Naval Air Facility tower.

7+ SOUUKSS could offer no explanation for the objects This was
the first unusual sighting SCURCE had ever witnessed.

85 SCTRCE

t=

had nec idea of spsed or altitude of the object

9. The weather was clear and ccol with fifteen miles visibility.
It was pitch dark with a few stars. There was just a slight breeze.

2 Incls:
1. ‘tatenﬂnt by SCUKCw
2. OSULLCL'S memory sketch

of object's ilight line

NOTE: THIS DOCUMEINT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S C—
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(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

APPROVEQ | JUNE 1948

FROM (clyency) REPORT NO.
PART ONE
- Flight 1-C, 16024 AISS 1C~UFQB-11-55 moe  Lf o 20 s

Incl #1 PALT Giiz, Hept 10-UF0B-11-55
Statement of CWO Carl %. Russ

SeTwA=TwEM=El=T

As the Naval Alr Facility duty officer, I was called to the field control
owar to observe an orangs colored light in the sky that appeared to be moving,
first observed this object at about 2215 (PDST) without visual aids. I then
ocked at it through 8 X 50 binoculars and observed it moving in a westerly
direction. The object then seemed to reverss course and gain altitude during
. this maneuver. It traveled at high speed. It then again reversed course moving
s5lowly again in a westerly direction on a slight descent - disappearing in the

wash.

=) (32

/s/ Carl E. Russ
cvo - UsSH

G O i o

A TRUL COFY:

G Sl Aol Az
8 o A G2 SIS
1 QAR

.Captain USAE
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Flight 1-C, :602d AISS 1C-UTOB-11-5 FART O
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Incl #2, SOURCE!'S Memory Sketch of Object's IFlizht Path

aHm
R &!"‘L@&&jdgqf T Q90 7.
- D@0 e k)
- - _ ,
MAF JowER ﬁ)
’\“
UAY indicates poiﬁt of initial sighting %
"B indicates point of disappearance i
t
(
‘| .
\
&
\
. |
|
1
\
:‘y'
\
N "-
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I. SCURCE: RICHARD F. LUNDY, AC2, USH

Age: 23

Qualifications: Six months duty as a control tower operator.
Station: China Lake iHaval Air Facility

B

v

II. RILIABILITY: When first observed SCURCE was on duty as a control
tower operator. He continucd at his duties until the other individuals who had
saen the object were located. While at his job SOURCE appeared to be well-acquainted
with his jobe. SOURCE was familiar with air traffic procedures. iz was quick, alert,
and a avare of everything happening on the airfield although it seemed to be a
hat kept him on the move. He constantly smoked, and at times seened
1mpatient. Although he answersd all questions readily he didn't "go out
of his way" to volunteer irnformation. SCURCE aspeared to be little concerned
‘about the 31cht110._ Hlsuo-scrvatlonu‘ox the cbject were probably casual. SOLRCE
appeared to be ofdill ' Bk In spite of obvious nervousness and im-

G

pat ence SOURCE might .e'con51déred'fa1rlj reliable. His information, while not
confirmed conoleuelv by other SOURCES, should be evaluated as "3".

IITI, SOURCE!'S DESCRIFTION OF CBJECT

| 1s SCURCE was on duty at the China Lake Naval Air Facility when
‘his attention was called to the object by another tcwer control operator. The
other tower control operator had been alerted by a telephone call fron Edwards
Air Force Base to look for an object in the northern or scuthern sky.

2. The object first appeared as a reddish orange ball about the
 size of a dime. The abject apreared solid with the edses similar to those of a
bricht star. ‘

3. The object was first sighted in the northwestern sky at an
approximate anhgle of 305 degrees. The object was moving abt a high rate of gpeed
on an angle of @pproximately 110 degrees. It suddenly reversed course and moved
on an approx1mpbed ceurse of 290 degrees. The object finally disappeared by fading
-out at a measured angle of 277 degrees from the tower at the China Lake ilaval Adr
Facility. This measurement was determined by using theodolite.

li. The object appeared at times to stand still. It also disappeared
several times but not during its easterly course. SOURCE stated that the object
L mi-ht have moved behind the mountains to the west of the Air Facility. The object
weuld change brishbness but not in a regular pattern. It was in sight for approxi-
mately 23 to 2¢ minutes. -

] 5. lhen SOURCE obssrved the object through binoculars and a tele-
. scope it apreared to have a faint conical tail four or five times the length of
the object. T”lg tail pointed away from the direction of flight.

e SFLRli stepped cut of the tower to observe the object out

of the light nnd noticed at that time that there was ns sound whatsoever.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIOMAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHOR!ZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
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INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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7. SOURCE was not Imowledgeable of the speed or distance of the
ras also unknovn to SOLUIC: a thougﬁ he estimated the objec
horigon «i all timese.

Flizht 1-C, 14,6024 AISS

(¢

The oltitude w
10 znd fifteen d:grees above the

\)JJO\;UO
to be between
8. The weather was warm and dry with a slight breeze blowing. The

sky was clear with fifteen miles visibility. There werc a few stars bubt no moon=-
light.

L Ci—
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UNCLA LE_ED

(CLI\;.:IHC»\TIO‘I)

- AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (oAgency)

REPORT NO.

Statement of hC

of the one rcdlcal move.,

“north or south of our field.

when this object
,object wo 1d appear and disappear.
move easte l vhen we saw it
2 d rees when it disappeared.

Flizht 1-C, 1,602d ATSS 1C-UFOB-11-55 PART T40
: PAGE 8 20 PAGES
Incl #1 PART 10, };e”:t ~UFOB-11-55

Fo Lundy

S-TmA=T~Beli=f=li=T

was sighted it was moving ravidly to the east. This

It faded as we lost it. It appeared to
It was spotted with a theodolite on a bearing of
I would say that it was not a star bccause

Ve had this in sight approximately 23 to 25 minutes.
te noticed this because Edgards Air Force

Base requested we look for an object

/s/ Richard F. Lundy
AC2 USH

s T A T ™ v'—:: vr Ut

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING T
31 AND 32, \';;. “NDED. ITS TRA
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Flight 1-C, 460238 AISS 1C-1FC3-11-55

PAGE 7 OF 20 PAGES

i Incl #2, PART TWGC, Rept 1C-1T(BE-11-55
SCURCEYs Memory Sketch of object

%
‘ ORANGE

Arrow indicates direction of flight
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PAGES

5 Uy Lept 1C-UT0B-11-L5 |
' Memory Sketch of Cbject!s Line
\ -
11 ~

d 193 ) g B / ) b}
of IMight {(rebouched)
(& \

h

- /]\th

*

SIGHTED).
- : RUNWAYS
277°  DISAPPEARE D
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PART THREE
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I. SOURCE: CHAELZS P. CHITWOCD
Age: 22
Duties: Contrel Tower Cpérator
z ’ Educafion: 13 years
Oualifications: 18 months as a contrcl tower operator
Station: China Lake Naval Air Facility
II. RELTABILITY: STURCE!s mermory of the in 01dentvuas very good. His

ceonstant attitude to bu of help was very impressive. He freely volunteered infor-

mation, sketches, and maps. Fis continuity of the events during the sighting

was goed. fe seemed to remember all the facts in order. His answers to questions

were pesitive, with the crcyotlon of what the object micht possible have been.

SCUESE used geod judcement during the sightine os evidenced by his immediate call
to the duty officer and his attempts with theodolite, binoculars, and telescope

to identify the object. SCURCE seemed to be more knowledgeable on the object than
the others, possibly beca se he was the ight it, Although SCURDL had
one year of collere he i AR s vocabulary
seemed to bekgiikg

good. SCIRCE can bd - _ and snOle be cow31dcred to

prohably eliable. Information in this renoru should be evaluated as ¥1" since
3 s been conflrmed by two (2) other S.U:CES.

JILIT oCx“CJ'o USSCRIPTION OF OBJECT

l. 30UEZE was on duty as tower opesrator at China Lake MNaval
.Adr Facility om the night of 11 July 195). SOLRSE received a call from dwards
Alr Force Base, idwards, California (ZJE 085h), and was asked to look for an
object in the morthern or southern sky. SOUTCE looked bubt could see nothing
& few minutes later at 1205107 JUL 55 Edwards AFB again called and asked SO Ch
to look to. the north. This time SC &hJL spotted the ObJCCb.

2. U(bject was in the northern sky at a he adln“ of 3L0 degrees
vhen first sichted. Object moved on a heading of ?hO ees for seven minutes,

- then suddenly reversed c-Lrue and sped away on an £0 AhqreP heading almost to the
point where first sighte The object then reversed course again and disappeared
out of sight on a meacurcd (by theodolite) 277 u@gree headihg. Disaprearance was
ara duaW and the objact seemed to gain altitude as it disappzared. Object was
approx atolv 10 to 15 degrees from the horizon at all times.

3. During the time that the object was in vlrht (23 - 2~ ninutes)
it appeared to stand still, suddenly speed up and/or move. It seesmed to change
brichtness although the color remained constant. SCOURCE also stated that it
scemed to pulsate. '

h. SCLUE Ji said that the ObJ"Ct apt-oximated the size of a pea,
5 cra Object did not aprear to change size or shape but
ntensity of coler chunged. The object was brishter than stars in the sky.

‘5. Sighting through 8 power bincculars SOULCE observed a faint
ceuice Jl ta;l'fC“r to Tive tlmes thm ‘°ﬁvth of the cbject. This tail appearcd

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON iS5 PROHIBITED BY LAW
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6. The object disappeared six (6) times but it was nofpossible
to tell if it moved behind something or not. OSOURCE stated, however, that it
was possible that the object moved behind some mountains. Object always reappeared
on a lin= coincident with its flight line. It was not possible to tell if the
o ject passed in front of anything. '

s P T A e 55 W

7+ The object disappeared in a westerly direction growing dirmmer
and dimmer. It did not disappear suddenly. '

: 8. OSCLECE originally thought object to be a jet with its after-
burner switched on but when he stepped out on the ledge of the tower he heard no
“sound and also thought that a jet would not have its afterburner on in level
flight. Also the speed of the objsct when first ob:served was seemingly too slow
for a jet.

9. The weather was cool with a little Lreaze blowing. A fow
stars were visible. It was completely dark with no moonlight.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
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T1NTACY IHVESTIGATIVE EFFQRTS:

1. A check with the MARCH AFB, CALIFORLIA (EJCD 4,45) ) Flizht
Scrvice Center revcaled that no aircraft were in the ;;c_meral vicinity ¢f the
sighting at the time of the sighting.

2. The Duty Officer at the CHIIZ LAKE HAVAL AIR FACILITY at
CHINA LAKE, CALIFCRIIA (EJCF 1707) wzs interviewed (see Part Oiie) and he stated
the the Alr Facility had been closed down and made sscure prior to the sightine,

© 3. An unidentified airlines pilot en route frcm LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
(BJ5G 5210) to FRISNC, CALIFORNIA (EJAG 1)L5) reported a flash of light on a 310
‘degree headins..' The aircraft was flying a 212 degrce course into DAGGEIT, CALIFORIIA
(ZJDE 1252) uh‘:"l the flash was noticed. The pilot was nect available for interview
so the exact point from which the flash was seen in unknowm. However the report
menticned only a flash and not an object such as seen by the three individuals
mentioned ebove. The time of the flash was 120510Z JUL 55.

L. A check with IDWARDS AFB, & CALIFOLNIA (EJCE 0051;)
revealed that a flash of light had been seen in the nort,ner"' sky at 1205102 JUL &5.

Lt

m:.s was a ground visual and nothing was seen aiter the initial flasha

S. At 1205067 JUL 55 the AC & W site at BORCH, CALIFOiiiIA (EJCF 1600)
had an object on their- scovcg »ky made a call to EDUARDS AMD who in turn notified
: —va UAVAL AIR FASILITY at CHIITA LAKE, CALIFOHNIA., The contrel tower operators there
" locked but saw nothing. Another call threuzh the same channels resulted in the
operators at CHIIA TAIE si- ‘hting the obJject. A few minutes later the AC & W site
lost contacts This was the only instance during the sichting that radar picked up
the object. :

6. A check with Flight Cperations at GECRGE AFB, quIl"OI‘.i'IA, (2B
5) reve ealed that they had been alerted. Two F-86D's were scrambled at 1205287
JUL 55. The F-86D's nade no contact either visually or k.r...b radar.

Ts = A chack with Combat Operations Center, 27th Air Dnr_ulon (Defense)
NOETON AFB, SAM '.’A"ILI;’LJ)”"-'O, SALIFORIA  (EJCE L806) revealed that they were in
contact with CEORGE AFB while the l“‘OéD‘o were aloft. Ilo action was taken by
CRTON . 'B however.

8. A4 check U’_’Luh the Ground Observer Corps Filter Centers at
"PASADETA, CoITERNTA (:JJB 5010) and BAKIRSFIELD, CALIFCRNIA (BJAT 6023) revealed
‘n,.* no UFOB reports in the nclnlty of the sighting had been received. The Milter
Centers stated, houever, t}.AL there was a great deal of meteor actlmtj thet night.

Chief Astroncmer at the MI' WILSON CBSERVATCRY (EJBE 571h)
.*":w contazted as to the possibility of as stronomical cmses. DR. stated that
ce all observers are inside the observatory it is unli kely for them to sight

s:-x:'c‘rz cbjects. lNothing unu*udl had been seen and he ceuld give no e*cpl&.at:.on for
the sighting.

S. DR.

.\‘

\J
10 Professor of Astronomy, San Bernardino Vallw:
College, SAMN BZRMARDINO, l1A, was interviewed for possible ideas on the
gighting. He couldd f*:ch ne J.nJ.OI"T’C.thII or e:’plw*l vion for the object. He did ;
-gay that the length of time the object was in sight would possibly preclude the /i

chances of the object being a.mro*lomcal. A
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_ 1ll. The weather conditions at the GHINA LAXE NAVAL ATR FACILITY
were as follows: :

Surface: all clear with 15 miles visibility, slight breeze

6000 dezrzes 260 knots 10

10000 degrees 210 knots 12

15000 degrees 310 knots 20

20000 degrees 310 knots 20

30000 degrees 300 knots 1O

50000 degrees 260 knots 20

80000 degrees UNK lnots UMK

. There was no temperature inversion at this time.
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COMuNTS OF PREPARING OFFICER:

1. The preparing officer was unable to come to any definitive
conclusion as to the cause of the sighting of an object near the CHINA LiXKE
NAVAL AIR FACILITY, CHINA LAKE, CALIFCRNIA, on the night of 11 July 1955.

2. The followirg possibilities are offered for consideration:

v a. Considering the length of sighting, the hovering, speeding
up and the near level flight of the object suggests the possibility that the
object was a btalloon. The gradual disappearance in the direction (westerly)
that the wind (reported from surface to 50000 feat as blowing betwesen 10 and
10 knots) alse helps tha talloon theory. Howaver, the very sudden change:'in
" course, the ravid speed attained in an easterly direction after this reversal
- in course and another sudden reversal in course would seem to preclude the
_possibility of a balloon. The fainf conical tail must be considered. The
tail was seem only through binocular. and a telescope and might possibly have
been an optical illusion caused by the Jlass. Alse the object was between
the viewers and the sun, although the sun had long since set. It is unlikely
that the object would aprear as large as it did (from the size of a psa to the
‘size of a dime held at arm's lencth) if it were high enough to catch the sun's
rays at such a late hour. It is possible that unknown to the weather bureau
a jet stream existed and the object drifted into the stream. Having risen
through the stream the object then continued on its wesbterly course at a leisurely
pace. It is the opiniom of the preparing officer that although the sighted
| onject might possibly have been a balloon, evidence indicates that this was not
' probable.

be The three individuals who spotted the object were briefed
_on the ;ollow1n possibilities: a truck or car winding down mountain roads, a
‘searchlight rcflectlng off the nountains, the reflection of some light on the
mountains. Hone thought any of these could apply to the sighting. Although

all three were familiar with air traffic none had any ideas or conclusions

" concerning the OQJDCU.

ce. Although a great daal of meteor activity was noted on ta=
night of 11 July 1955, the length of the duration of sighting seems to rule ou
the possibility of a meteor. The sudden reversal in course throws out the plaaet
L or planetoid theory. The sudden flash seen by the airlines pilot and the
observer at FDWALDS ALL PCECD BASE might possibly have been a meteor. Although
. the times of the sishting of the object and the flash of light are similar,
along with the same general vicinity, it is the opiniom of the preparing officer
.that the two are not one and the same. The failure of the ‘tower operators at
| CHTIA LAKE NAVAL ATIR FACILITY to observe the flash of light can be blamed on a
lack of observance since the airfield at CHIINA LAKE had been shut down and secured
for the night. Neither the astromomer at MOUNT WILSCN OBSERVATCRY nor the one
at SAl BERNAID NO VALLEY COLLZGS had knowledge. of this flash of light. Possibly
‘the distance was too great. The preparing officer believes that the flash of .
light was astronomical while the sighting of the UFIB was not. i

~ d. One SOURCE (see PART THREE) at first thought the object
‘to be a jet with afterburner switched on which mizht vossibly explain the conical
tail theory btut again the length of time the ohject was in sipght, along with its
slow speed durins its westerly courses, preclude that ﬂ00510111tj. Same SCUICHE
located the object within the SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA HESTRICTED ARsA COMrLEX. It
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vas learned by the investigator that violations of this restricted area are very
very rares. 7The lack of contact by F-86D's also scems to rule out the aircraft
possibility.

e. Optical phenomena se=ms to be the best possibility. The
fact that no other individuals observed this object, although it was in sizht for
aprroximately 23 minutes, lends credence te this theory. The area is sparsely
-copulated and it is possible that other people saw it and failed to report it.
The inability of the interceptor planes to make either visual ar electronic
contact helps this possibility.

Captain USAF
Officer in Charge

. .
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