— =

e E——

|
,:Ar

/

SAUCERS OVER

‘WASHINGTON,D.C.

HARRY 6. BARNES, SENIOR AR ROUTE TRAFFIC CONTROLLER FOR THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION, WAS IN
CHARGE OF THE MATIDONAL AIRPORT, WASHINGTON, 0.C., A.R.T, CONTROL CENTER ON THE MIGHT D-FQELE, 932
“BRIEFY,"WE STATES IN A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE, "...OUR JOB IS TO CONSTANTLY MONITOR THE SKIES ARGUND THE
NATION'S CAPITOL WITH THE ELECTRONIC EYE OF RADAR. . . SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT ON THAT DATE, SEVEN PIPS
APPEARED SUDDENLY ON THE CONTROL CEMTER'S SCOPE. £D NUGENT, JIM COPELAND, AND JIM RITCHEY, ALL EXPER-
IENCED' RADAR COMTHOLLERS, CHECKED THE OBSERVATIONS. THE AIRPORT CONTROL WER RADAR OPERATORVER-
FIED THE SAME SIGNTING. THEY WERE OVER "THE RESTRICTED AREAS OF WA SHINGTON, INCLUDING THE
WNITE HOUSE MND THE CAPITOL. * a4
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CAFIHHI:.S, PIERMAN, & CAPITOL AIRLINES PILOT OF 17 Barnes sTates: “ouriNg THE NEXT |4 MINUTES, HE
YEARS FLYING EXPERIENCE, SHORTLY AFTER TAKING OFF, (PIERMAN] REFORTED THAT HE SAW SIX SUCH LIGHTS. ..
WAS ABKED TO CHECK THESE MYSTERIQUS OBJECTS. HE EACH S/GNTING COINCIDED WiTH A4 PIP WE COULD
RADIOED BACK .. FEE NEAR WIS PLANE. WHEN HE REPORTED THAT

THE, i ONE ,. .AND THE LruHT.FFREJ.E’ﬁ ﬂffﬂﬁféh'.?ﬂ'ﬂ:;” oi5-
-3 APPEARED Frow QUR SCOPE.. *

THAT MEANS IT Z00MED OUT OF OUR BEAM
BETWEEN SWEEFPSS \T ACCELERATED
FROM /32 MILES PER HOUR TO ALMOST SO0
IN LESS THAN «f SECONDS. . .




MHI! THEN STATES: “BEFORE NOTIFYING THE AIR
FORCE... OUR TECHNICIANS HAD CAREFULLY
CHECKED THE EQUIPMENT TO MAKE EE!'I'.QIN THAT
IT WAS OPERATING PER 1"

*1 can SAFELY DEDUCE TwaT
THEY PERFORMED GYRATIONS WHICH
NOKXNOWNAIRCRAFT COULD
PERFORN BY THIS T MEAN THAT
OUR SCOPE SHOWED THAT THEY
COULD MAKE A/GHT ANGLE TURNS

TH[ AR FORCE DUG DEEP W AN EFFORT TO SOUIRM DUT
OF THIS SIGHTING. AT4OCLOCK OM. JULY 29,1952, &
FRESE CONFERENCE WAS HELD. . .

GENTLEMEN! THE RADAR-SIGHTINGS OVER
WASHINGTON WERE CAUSED By TENMPERATURE
INVERSION. THE CRIECTS WERE FEFLECTIONS
OF EROUND OBJECTS...CARS. .TRAINE. . ETC.., ¥

"\ AND COMNPLETE REVERSALS
OF FLIGHT. .. "

“THERE 15 NO OTHER CONCLUSION T CAN REACH BUT THAT
FOR 31X HOURS ON THE MORNING OF THE 20TH OFJULY THERE
WERE AT LEAST 10 UNIDENTIFIABLE OBJECTS MOVING OVER
WASHINGTON, THEY WERE NOT ORDINARY AIRCRAFT. T COULD

EDS,

SNOR In WY OFINIDN COULD 4ANF
NATURAL PHENOMNENA 3UCH

AS SNOOTING STARS ELECTRI-
CAL DISTURBANGES, O GLOLDE
ACCDUNT FOR THESE SPOTS ON OUR

KOT TO MENTION PIERMAN'S ACTUAL
VISIBLE SIGHTINGS OF THE OB-JECTS~

TH/5 WAS THE AIR FORCE'S 6Lid
ANSIER, THEY DREW UPON Ho7.
QONALD . MENTEL'S TENPERA -
TURE - IRVERSION THEORY: WHEN

A LAYER OF 0OOL AIR LIES
SEREATN A LAYER OF wdmaf AR,
LIGHT RAYS ARE REFRACTED AS
THEY M45E FHROUEN, IF A TEN-
PERATURE - INVERSION |5 STAOWS
ENOUEH ... 1o TO I8 DEGREES
CIFFERENGE.LIGHT RATS MAY
EVEN BE FEFLECTED. THIS 15 WHAT
CAUSES #WW4FEs ON DESERTS OR
HEATED ROADS , LACF LIGHT Aioar
WAVES ARE ALSC REFRACTED OR
REFLECTED . “FEMPERATLRE -
ANFERSION, THE ATR FORCE SAID,
WS THE ANSHER

JUST TWO POINTS,
BOYS:

(I) THE ACTUAL
TEMPERATURE-
INVERSION
OVER WASH-
INGTON ON THE
NIGHT OF JULY
19,52, WAS
JUST ONE
DEGREE
FAHRENHEIT!
AND (2) YOU
FORGOT THE
VISUAL .
SIGHTINGS ™



