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1. ZXZgtached is questiomnaire completed as per ATIC briefing at this
Division, Questionnaire was completed by telephone, Source of original
report, Mr, Cook did not actually see the object but questioned all who
did and in opinion of this officer had preformed a good Jjob of collecting
the information available, Mr, Cook is the Ground Observer Post Supervisor
for that area working under the Atlanta Filter Centeer,
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2, Object described as a ball of fire was in the opinion of thie
officer either:

a, An air craft approaching the Atlanta airport and circling to land,
The airport is approximately 30 miles West of Forterdale but an aircraft
coming in on Green 6 or VFR from the NE could have been mach closer, Om
a dark night with no moon and mo clouds such as this night was described
an aircraft light could have been seen from a great distance without seeing
the aircraft or hearing it. Also such aa approach would have taken 10 to
20 minutes, The correlation between the direction of the light and the

airport is the strongest supporting fact and previous reports of a similar
nature have been received making this type of erromeocus observation not
exactly common but at least one which has becn repeated,

b. A weather ballon released either from Atlanta Municipal airport
or other locations, Balloons released at Atlanta and Dobbins at 03004,
Wind was prevailing from the Norkh but according to Mr, Cook was slight
at Porterdale, Allowing for variances in wind and possible erromeous tims®
reporting this could have been & balloomn, OStrongest factor is the "slow
drift" described, According to Atlanta Weather Station balloon released
at 0300Z could have been over Porterdale as at 03054 a westerly wind was
encountered, Balloon was lost at 03142 at 14,000 feet, According to
gsource at Atlanta weather, a balloon could only be seen with the naked eye
up to apppoximately 5000 feet, and if balloon had contigued to rise at the
same rate it would have been out of sight when reported,
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