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SUMMARY: (IInter concise summary of report. Give significance in final one-sendence paragraph. List inclosures af lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 112— Part H.)_

Unidentified, unconventional flying objects were sighted by Weldon W,
Watson, 112 William Street, Bast Prairie, Missouri, 16 April 1953. Objects
were also observed by Mrs. Watson, Mrs. Stella Shortz and a fourth unidentified

PEIrsone

Objects were observed for 25 minutes between 1510 and 1535 hours (Central
Standard Time) at estimated 40,000 feet. Position of objects were SE to ESE
of observers and appeared to be in trail of USAF B-36, (distance in trail
unknown)e. By comparison with B=36 objects were circular and approximately
250" in diameter and silver in colore. No visible propulsion system was
observed and no exhaust gases or sound was evident. “peed was estimated at
4OO to 600 miles per hour in maneuvers and in excess of 600 MPH in normal
flight. Weather conditions were ideal with visibility unlimited.

A totel of seven objects were seen during the 25 minute period. Initially
only one object was seen to be trailing a B=56 for an unknown time or distancee.

Af'ter making a sharp turn to the left it was joined by three additional

similar objects. The four objects then completed a tight 360° maneuver coming
out abreast and continuing on the original heading, SE, (in trail of B-36)
at a greatly increased speedes The four objects disappeared parallel to the

trail of the B-36,

Soon after the original four disappeared, three more were seen to be
maneuvering to the ESE of observerss, For a ten minute period one of the objects
remained motionless while the remaining two were in motion in the general
vicinity. Mr. Watson further reported observing what seemed to be alternate
flashing signals; but were not in Morse Code.

Our investigation shows that the 85th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Scott
Air Force Base, often flies interception missions with SAC eireraft in this
vicinity. No mission was flown at 1500, but there was a mission flown at
1000 hours 16 April 1953, however, the log of the 85th Fighter Interceptor
Squadron fails to show the exact location. The weather report for Farmington,
Missouri at 1500 to 1630 Central Standard Time was "broken clouds at 25,000
feet, visibility fifteen (15) miles". No definite conclusions can be arrived

at by this Office.
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East Prairie, Mo,
April 17, 1953

Commanding Officer,
Air Intelligence,
Scott AFB, Ill.

Dear Sir,

Yesterday afternoon 1, along with three others sighted several
strange objects in the air. They were in controlled flight. We watched

them for about %0 minutes.

Please advise me if the Air Force is interested in such sightingse.
If so I will be happy to furnis a detailed description of our sighting
from notes I made during the time they were visible.

I can be found at the Fost Office at any time.

Yours truly,
Weldon W, Watson

THIS IS A CERTIFIED TRUE COFY}:

JAMES H, WEBB
Major, United States Air Force
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HEADQUARTERS
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE
and
53510th Technical Training Wing
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, ILLINOIS

20 April 1953

Mr, Weldon W Watson
112 Williams Street
Bast Prairie, Missouri

Dear My, Watsons

Thank you for your letter of April 1l7. We are very much interested
in the sightings of unusual objects and would like you to make a
detailed reports.

This report should include a brief description of the object's shape,
size, color, number, formation if more than one, aero=dynamic features,
trail or exhaust, propulsion system, speed, sound, maneuvers, manner

of disappearance and other pertinent or unusual features, time of sight-
ing and length of time observed, location of objeet during sighting in
relation to the observer and to the sun if possible, distance from ob-
jeot and an estimate of speed and altitudes

We would also like to have the names of the other observers and a brisf
deseription of the weather at the time of sight. Kindly include in
this report a paragraph of your own describing what you saw and your
evaluation of same.

Any information in relation to the above may be helpful in determining
what the sightings were. Thank you for your cooperation regarding this

mattere

Yours truly,

/s/ James He Webb

JAMES H, WEBB

Mg jor, USAF

Wing Intelligence Officer

THIS IS A CERTIFIED TRUE COFYgs

/SAMES H, WEBB
/Major, United States Air Force

TV g
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East Prairie, Mo,
April 28, 19535,

James He Webb

Ma jor, USAF

Wing Intelligence Offiocer
Scott AFB, Illo

Dear Major Webb,

I shall attempt to give you detailed information you asked for in
your letter of April 20.

Time of sightin was about 3:110 P.M. until about 3135 P.Me
The objects appeared to rounde Circular surface.
Altitude= 10,000 feet upe

Position from mo S.E & Ee¢SeEe

Color= Silvers

}..l. to 7 ObjBOtSo

No sounde

No evidence of propulsion system.

No trail or exhaust visible.

Size--diameter as large as the wing span of B36.
Speed=-based on speed of B36 at 60OMPH. Objects in maneuvers LOO to

600 MPH, Speed in flight far in excess of 600 MPH.
Weather clear, no clouds and visibility unlimited.,

The first object was seen entering the trail of B36s It made a sharp
left turn and was joined by three more while still turning. The three joined
the first and all four circled once in tight formation then formed abreast,
After forming abreast they seemed to gain speed at a tremendous rate of
incrsases They left and disappeared paralell to the trail left by plane.
After dissapearance of the four described three were sighted north of the
positione This was ESE of my position. These three maneuvered around 1in
the general viecinity of their first appearances One of these three was motion=-
less for about 10 mine The others moved around but not far.

At one time two seemed to be flashing signalse This could not have been
a usual sun reflection because of the two being so close togethere The flashing
was alternate. It was not Morse Code. The signaling is very puzzling. 1 know
of course, our Air Forces use voice radio for Communicatione

It is my opinion that these objects were in controlled flight., They could
not have been free flight weather ballons., If these objects were flat or
semi-flat they were on edge. I could only see one side and 1t was a perfect
circlee No wings, tail or other breaks in the body visible. I can not
identifly what I saw but I am convinced they were strangs, unknown objects in

controlled flight,.

The people who saw thes objects were my wife, my mother-in-law, Mr. Stella
Shortz and a man whose name I don't know. I would not recommend a statement from

Mrs. Shortz because of her very poor eye sights Although she said at the time

Declassification Authority: NND 57565



she saw them it is quite possible she saw spots caused by the sun glare. My

wife and I had the sun spots but I checked my sight by looking away from the
objectse Then when I looked back the objects were still there.

I sincerely hope my information will be of some help and if I can be
of any further assistance pleas write.

Yours turly,

//*r_v/ Weldon V’J. W&tson
WELDON W. WATSON

THIS IS A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY3s

k AZ2 L€ 7 a8 %/ ‘éf\
“ Major, United States Air Forece
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