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On 27 January 1953 at approximately 1915 hours m.:.T an unidentifiable object

was sighted byw wnile standing 3_n the vard at his home in
o..monvood rizona, <Lhe approximate position of Cottonwood, Arizona is 112°

2 minutes xegt longitude and 34° Lk minutes north latitude. hv sighted
this object in an easterly direcivion from Cottonwood. He estimated the altitude

of the object to be from 8,000 to 10,000 feet and at an estimated distance of

7 to 10 miles, Traveling at aDDI‘OJCLT"ElDely 350 to 400 I"!Jd, the object was moving
in 2 parallel direction to Cottonwood on a heading of south, This strange object
s viewed from a set of 8x30 binoculars was described as being a large spot

of lizht with a smaller light trailing it as a taile By Judging the distance
from the larger mass of light to the smaller mass, it was determined that tne
ocoject was of considerable length, It appeared somewnat brignter and larger
than =my of the stars in the area and was of a yellow orange color, There was
no blinking of any lights and there was no sound heard, Ffrom the time of Iirswy
sighting gntil the object disappeared approxime tely 5 minutes elapsed, Immediately
srior ""o_ observing this object, he noticed a conventional aircraiv
in the immediate vicinity of where the object was sighted,
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Wis unknown to this writer, Therefore, the reliability of thls
ort cammot be determined. It is believed that the estimated altitudes,
tances and speeds are uareliable and that the object was much rfarther and

E3..*.15-33:' than estimated by /N

Captaln, USAFE -
Wg Tng & Opr Offlcer

{
‘_.P
v §

o

- INCLS,
Statement of — (quad)

Mep diagram (quad)

G ——— A

L R"UTION BY ORIGINATOR

™ Torm 112 (h ‘f‘v) CG FTAF, Waco, Texas

. - 4 Ehio

w AT IC /f/,r“'?aﬁm:m HFE Ch

3 DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATIC ' U, S, T
AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSI -!:Q"'ON OR T* PCVELAH ;'*{ OF i"l S FO\I :"EN IJ N ‘\NY M "s"‘i {ER TO AN UHAUTHOF’IZED PERSON IS P':’OHI'-"I "'TJ BY LAW.

MO 25 REPRODUCED N WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OH‘FR "'H AN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES. EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIReCTOR OF
vah 1 WL MT'T.T‘?"‘» '
o TELLIGENCE W““ﬁ,‘m S & 0% | * .fuﬂ——** L _
vy < hinm 'wm,}.._} :'.:: e et NS , LN, LY T
W“x y A1 A fm
- --Wn) g U § *‘1 M) J . b i .
i I e i et ""LA%%F&..A";(JN) ; ki & . v, Y& ULS. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1930~-0-01 3%

- - —— — e =

L] s } e & b 3 2
V! . | » .J - [ - . = -

. - 1 'r Sl | | ‘h:a ‘;1 A & I ¢ ) -l o o d—_— e - 3 +.:...- \ -

: - . - . - Ry o BN s e

Declassification Authority: NND 57565



-~ LAAN - , .
HMJL*B Cottorwoed, Arizona
28. January 1953

Commanding Cfficer | . .
Williams Air Zorce Base : /3.1
Chandier, Arizona

Dear S51ir:

Last night, 27 Jan 53, at 1915 hrs, I sighted in the eastern sky an
illumina ted oogect moving in a horiz onual.d1reculon.nmoceedlnD south at an
estimated altitude of 3,000 to 10,000 feet; at an estimated distance of not

less than seven nor more than ten n&les and travelihg at 350 to LOO miles per

Houre

At the above mentloned time, I happened to be outslde the house when an
hlrﬁW“ﬁ: overhead proceeding easutward cauzht my attention. I followed its
blinking lights unitil 1t disapneared in tae 5t at which time 1 noticed the
1.1'11*'11...“1? ted object. 1T appeare:l sonewnat brighter and larger than any of
the stcrs in the area and was of a yellowﬁoran“e color. At first I thought
it to be a conventlional type aircrait headed vowards e with its landing

lizhts on, 3ut 1L soon realized it was moving beadSlﬁﬂ Lo me golng uou.H
My curiosity prompted me to hurry into the house for binoculars (8x O), ar

L = I R

aTter securing them, 1 was a2ble to pick up the object again and get a better
view ol 1t, :

Thru the tinoculars I could see tha® the object consisted of a large
Spoo.oﬂ ll“ht'iitl a smaller light by comparison trailing it which I took
pe the tail of the object, Judglné “rom the position of the smaller
>ht to che larger one, the ovject would be o”‘consi£e¢uble lenzths IT
d too fast for a blimp and enitted too much lizht for a je loreover,

moon was out which at that distance would have made a Jjet or

ventional motor type plan all but invisible, Neither the large nor small
nt blinked and no sound was heaz de

de
L
1]

il
o

able to follow it thru the glasses apmwoximately five minutes
ame faded and disappeared,

Pe hans the pilot or copilot or bota of the plane that first caught
my attention spoitted the obJject, I oelieve the plane was a regularly
schedu 16* airlinery, It is a possibility the object moved the way it did

to avoid contact with the plane,

There is a section of the Air Zorce va t up expressly to study

™~ Y ph oo ¢ 28 e -‘tﬁ"L - 2 . .- ' 3 s s ‘1 - | En al ”~
and seveluste such phenamana, out L do not >a. > location or nanme,

Ll A NA "'-"J -.-.1-"4"'-

L am sending this to you for forwarding vo U ner authoritlesS,

I am not seeking notoriety or publicitys I hope perhavs someone else
nd reported it. Last night after finally losing the obJsct 1 took down
from which I have written this, '

1ould the Air Torce have further gquestions regarding this matter, do
sitate to call on me,
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On 27 January 1953 at approximetely 1915 hours MST, an unidentifiable object
was sichted by Mr. John L. Stotts, while standing in the yard at his home in
Cottonwood, Arizona, The approximate position of Cottonwood, Arizona 1s 112°
> minutes st longitude and 34° ll; minutes north latitude., Mr. Stotts sighted
this object in an easterly direction from Cottonwood. He estimated the altitude
of the object to be from 8,000 to 10,000 feet and at an estimated distance of
7 to 10 miles, Traveling at approximately 350 to 400 MPH, the object was moving
in a parallel direction to Cottonwood on a heading of south, This strange object
as viewed from a set of 8x30 binoculars was described as being a large spot
of 1light with a smaller light trailing it as a tail, Dy judging the distance
from the larger mass of light to the smaller mass, it was determined that the
object was of considerable length, It apreared somewhat brighter and larger
than any of the stars in the area and was of a yellow orange colores There was
no blinking of any lights and there was no sound heard, From the time of first
sighting until the object disappeared approxima tely O minutes elapsed, Immediately
prior to Mr, Stott's observing this object, he noticed a conventional aircraiv
' in the immediate vicinity of where the object was sighted.

Mr, Stotts is unknown to this writer, Therefore, the reliability of this
report cammot be determined. 1T is believed that the estimated altitudes,
distences and speeds are unreliable and that the object was much farther and

higher than estimated by Mr, Stotls,
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Commanding Officer . L] S
Williams Air TForce Base / (3 Li¥

of\ [

ROLD W. LEHMAN ' “ ke
: Cottonwood, Arizona
Captaln, USAF 28 January 1953

Rl

& X

]
q"‘ |
§

Chandler, Arizona

r
/

Dear Sir: /

4

Last night, 27 Jan 53, at 1915 hrs, I sighted in the eastern sky an
illuminated obgect moving in a horizontal direction proceeding south at an
estimated altitude of 8,000 to 10,000 feet; at an estimated distance of not
less than seven nor more than ten miles ancl travelihgz at 350 to LOO miles per

houre

At the above mentioned time, I happened to be outside the house when an
airplane overhead proceeding eastward caught my attention. 1 followed its
blinking lights until it disappeared in the east at which time I noticed the
illuminated objects 1T aOpeared somewhat brighter and larger than any of
the stars in the area and was of a yellow-orange color, At first I thought

v o be a convantlonal type aircraft headed towards me with its landing
11 ‘hts on, But I soon realized it was moving broadside to me going south.
My curiosity prompted me to hurry into the house for binoculars (8x30), and
after securing them, I was able to pick up the object again and get a better

view ol 1t

Thru the binoculars I could see that the object consisted of a large
spot of light with a smaller light by comparison trailing iv which 1 took
to be the tail of the obJect, Judgmg from the position of the smaller
light to the larger one, the object would be of cons siderable lengthe 1T
moved too fast for a blimp and emitted too much light for a jet. Moreover,
a full moon was out which at that distance would have made a jet or
conventional motor type plan all but invisible., Neither the large nor small

light blinked and no sound was heard,

T was able to fellow it thru the glasses apm oximately five minutes
hefore it became faded and disappeared.

Perhaps the pilot or copilot or both of the plane that fMrst caught
my attention spotted the object., I believe the plane was a regularly
scheduled airliner, It is a possibility the object moved the way 1v did

to avoid contact with the plane,

There is a section of the Air Torce that was set up expressly to study
and evaluate such phenomena, but I do not recall its location or name,
I am sending this to you for forwarding to the proper authoritiess

T am not seeking notoriety or publicity; I hope perhaps someone else
saw and reported it, Last night after finally losing the object I took down

some notes from which I have written this,

Should the Air Force have further questions regarding this matter, do
not hesitate to call on me,

Sincerely,

Declassification Authority: NND 57565



Position from which
object was sighted,

Lstimated position of
object at first sighting,

Estimated course of
object,
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