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1. This report contains information of the sighting of "Flares" in the
vicinity of Canandaigua Lake from the peak of Gannett Hill,

Rochester 9, New York, and-
Rochester, New York visually sighted flares

nours, November 1952,

3. Y stztcd in letter form the observation of what appeared to be
flares. Visibility was poor due to light rain, no stars were visible, An out-
line of Scuth Hill on the east side of Canandaigua Lake could be seen, Above
South Hill, slightly northeast of Canandaigua Lake (directly toward Sampson AFB
or north of Sampson, a distance of approximately 25 miles) four stationary
extremely brignt white lights were sighted. Each light would last only a few
saconds then disappear and be replaced by light displaced laterally and verti-
callye. There were never more than four visible at once and never less than one.

AR q explained that the observation may have been caused by an
optical illusion due to refraction of light rays, however as each brignt white

1izht disappeared the afier image was a cluster of six or seven red lights which
faded immediately like a vision persistency phenomena, Observing from arms
length (20 inches) each cluster appeared to be a 3/6lL inch diameter circle.

An actual circle of lights appearing so big at 25 miles (approximate distance
from Sampson AFB) would be tremendous, From arm's length these lights were
vertically displaced up to two inches, which would indicate altitude. Thers was
no apparent diffusion of light or reflection on clouds,

5e - estimated to have seen over one-thousand lights appear and

disappear bafore ne and Mr./ Y dcparted Gannett Hill, Upon descend-
ing no lights were seen, Upon ascending another hill near Canandaigua, New York,
nothing unusnual was seen,

6, Further details concerning above information were unknown to source,

fan. FRANK M,f MADSEN JR., Lt. Col., USAF.,
/ Chief, Wing Training & Operations ““37
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OrFr1CER IN CHARGE OF FLAR
SAMPSON AIR BASE

S_!:I::-i:" SO 1:- B I‘F ® Y &

Dear Sir:

it would please me very much if you would tell me if a very large number
£ ¥lares were dropoed near Sampson, Sunday evening, November 23, 1952.
Here 1s why:

On that evening at 5 pm, the writer,
Rochester 9, N. Y., and
stopped deer hunting with bow and arrow and came out oI Tne Woous on
the highest peak of Gannett Hill, west of Canandaigua Lake.

No stars were visible., It was raining lightly and visibility was poor,
out we could see the outline of South Hill on the Dast side of Canadaigua
Lake. Above South Hill were four extremely bright white lights. By
cCompass tney'were S4lgﬁtl} north of east, or directly toward oampson, or
even north of Sampson

They looked like bright flares but did not apuvear to descend or move at
ail while lighted. Each light would last only a few seconds and disappear
to be replaced soon afterwards by anotner light displaced laterally ard
vertically. There were never more than h visible at once and never less
tnan 1,
Zut other things about them did not resemble flares., It may have been an
g cal 1llusion due to refraction of light rays, but as each bright
4 11ght disappeared, the after image, which faded immediately like a
1 per istenc"'phenomena,'was not a single red light but & cluster of

red lights. Bach cluster ap sared like a 3/6/4 inch diameter circle
's length, say 26 inches away. An actual circle of lights were displaced
tically up to 2 inches at arm's length, which would be a big difference
altitude at 25 miles to Sampson, for flares to be dropped. Also there
was no apparent diffusion of light or reflection on clouds as vou expect to

S
see from flares,
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would estimate that we observed over a thousand lights come and o before
we lelt Gannett Hill. On descending we could not see the lights. On
ascending another hill near Canandaigna, we could see nothing unusual.

Please acvise 1f we were watching normal pheromena, because we have other
1TQ Lons obtained from the study which are useless and embarassing to
elave, if we were viewing a mere scattering of lares.

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

Upmald, . N
. DONALD L. MYRRS, 2d Lt., USAF
AQ 2231652
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DATE OF REPORT : DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION
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PREPARED BY (Officer) il SOURCE

DONALD L. MYERS, LT., USAF Letter from Harold B. Smith

SUBJECT

REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previous report, etc., as applicable)

SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary of report. Qive significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 112—Part I1.)

1. This report contains information of the sighting of "Flares" in the
vicinity of Canandaigua Lake from the peak of Gannett Hill,

2. Harold B, Smith, 640 Melville St., Rochester 9, New York, and Carl
Finsterwalder, 124 Devonshire Court, Rochester, New York visually sighted flares

at 1700 hours, 23 November 1952.

3. Mr. Smith stated in letter form the observation of what appeared to be
flares. Visibility was poor due to light rain, no stars were visible. An out-
line of South Hill on the east side of Canandaigua Lake could be seen, Above
South Hill, slightly northeast of Canandaigua Lake (directly toward Sampson AFB
or north of Sampson, a distance of approximately 25 miles) four stationary
extremely bright white lights were sighted. Each light would last only a few
seconds then disappear and be replaced by light displaced laterally and verti-
cally. There were never more than four visible at once and never less than one.

Le Mr., Smith explained that the observation may have been caused by an
optical illusion due to refraction of light rays, however as each bright white
light disappeared the after image was a cluster of six or seven red lights which
faded immediately like a vision persistency phenomena. Observing from arms
length (26 inches) each cluster appeared to be a 3/64 inch diameter circle.

An actual circle of lights appearing so big at 25 miles (approximate distance
from Sampson AFB) would be tremendous. From arm's length these lights were
vertically displaced up to two inches, which would indicate altitude. There was

no apparent diffusion of light or reflection on clouds,

5. Mr, Smith estimated to have seen over one-thousand lights appear and
disappear before he and Mr. Finsterwalder departed Gannett Hill. Upon descend-
ing no lights were seen, Upon ascending another hill near Canandaigua, New York,

nothing unusual was seen,

6, Further details concerning above information were unknown to source,
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HAROLD B. SMITH
6h0 Melville Street

Rochester 9, New York
November 29, 1952
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Dear Sir:

It would please me very much if you would tell me if a very large number
of Tlares were dropped near Sampson, Sunday evening, November 23, 1952.

Here 1s why:

On that evening at 5 pm, the writer, Harold B. Smith, 640 Melville St.,
Rochester 9, N. Y., and Carl Finsterwalder, 124 Devoﬂshlre Court,
stopped deer hunting with bow and arrow and came out of the woods on
the highest peak of Gannett Hill, west of Canandaigua Lake.

No stars were visible., 1t was raining lightly and visibility was poor,
but we could see the outline of South Hill on the Iast side of Canadailigua
Lake. Above South Hill were four extremely bright white lights. By
compass they were slightly north of east, or directly toward Sampson, or
even north of Sampson,

They looked like bright flares but did not appear to descend or move at
all while lighted. Each light would last only a few seconds and disappear
to be replaced soon afterwards by another light displaced laterally and
vertically. There were never more than 4 visible at once and never less
than 1,

But other things about them did not resemble flares. 1t may have been an
optical illusion due to refraction of light rays, but as each bright

white light disappeared, the after image, which faded immediately like a

vision persistency Dhenomena was not a single red light but a cluster of

6 or 7 red lights. BEach ciuster ap eared like a 3/64 inch diameter circle

ar arm's length, say 26 inches away. An actual circle of lights were displaced
vertically up to 2 inches at arm's length, which would be a big difference

in altitude at 25 miles to Sampson, for flares to be dropped. Alsc there

was no apparent diffusion of light or reflection on clouds as you expect to

see from flares.

I would estimate that we observed over a thousand lights come and go before
we left Gannett Hill., On descending we could not see the lights., On
ascending another hill near Canandaigua, we could see nothing unusual.

Please advise if we were watching normal phenomena, because we have other
irpressions obtained from the study which are useless and embarassing to
relate, if we were viewing a mere scattering of lares.
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Yours very truly, A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

/s/ Harold B. Smith s
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