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The following Flying Object Report contains statements by:

DAVID H. GOODNOUGH., 18t Lt., USAF., A0L909583., Pilot

DOYLE C. WILLIAMS., 2nd Lt., USAF,, AQ2223113,, Radar Observer
WILLIAM F. HAMILTON., lst Lt., USAF., A01897295,, Pilot
NORMAN W. BOOTH., 2nd Lt., USAF., A02223480., Radar Cbserver

It is believed that this report is based on reliable and verifiable

observations, : J
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1., The following joint statement was made by Lieutenants W:Lll:.a.lq*F Hamilton
and Norman W, Booth: ‘ :

"At approximately 1010 Zebra on 29 QOctober 1952 while on a local Training
flight of two (2) F-9LA at 28,000 feet over Hempstead, Long Island and on a heading
of 270 degrees, I sighted a whlte light moving in the opposite direction at the
same altitude and first thought it to be another F-94A because Pinkerton was work-
ing intercepts with F-94's in the area, I was number 2 in the flight and the flight
leader advised that he was advancing to 100% power and started a hard port turn. At
this time I immediately dropped back to trail position and the radar observer locked
on to the lead plane, We continued the port turn and the object seemed to start
turning inside of our turn and then started to climb, At this time the flight leader
attempted to light afterburner with no success, We continued this hard port turn
for appreximately 20 minutes keeping the light in sight as it climbed until the light
faded out of sight, I was in such a hard port turn that I had to use flaps to keep
the plane from stalling",

2. The following statement was made by Lieutenant David H., Goodnough with
the cooperation of Lieutenant Doyle C. Williams:

"Eased on my experience in fighter tactics and maneuverability of fighter . .

| type aircraft it is my opinion that the object was controlled by something having \
visual contact with our aircraft, The power and acceleration abilities were beyocnd
| the capabilities of any known United States aircraft. However the performance was
not outside the limits of human endurance, If the object had been any type of con-
ventional aircraft I believe we would have easily overtaken it during the first 360
degrees turn. During the first tum I gained about 2000 feet while the object

gained at least 5000 feet and was turning at our rate and I believe that if it had
stayed with us it could easily have turned inside of us on the second turmn. COur G
forces on the first tumm were 3 to L. At 30,000 feet an F~9LA without afterburner
can climb at a maximum continuous rate of 1,5000feet per minute., In a tight turn

at this altitude the rate of climb is j,ero. The capabilities of the object were at
no time outside the realm of reason. In other words if a conventional airecraft had
the power plant it could easily, with a human being directing it, have performed as
this object did, The object went out of sight directly above us after about 20
minutes of observation, It did not remain in a tight turn during the visual contact.
At one time it steered a course approximately towards Bridgeport, Conn. from the
area of Suffolk County Air Force Base, It then turned arocund and came back almost
above us, This object was definitely not a balloon or star and was moving in a
horizontal plane heading of 090 degrees uwhen we encountered it".

3« The object was sighted at 1010 Zebra, 29 October 1952 and was observed for
at least 20 minutes, Visual sighting was by two (2) F-9LA alrcraft which were on
a local training flight at 28,000 feet over Hempstead, Long Island. There was no
radar contgct by either the observing aircraft or by GCI because of malfunctioning
radar sets even though the aircraft were heading straight toward the object when it
was first sighted, The object disappeared southeast of Long Island, No determina-
tion of size or shape was possible because the observing aircraft could not close
the distance between the objeet and them, Radio contact was maintained throughout
the chase with GCI. (Pinkerton = 773d AC&W Unit). Lt. Goodnough, who was the first
to sight the object, has 1200 hours total flying time including Korean combat
service, The other observers are relatively new pilet and radar observers,
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The weather was ceiling and visibility unlimited and the stars were out., "The
position of Venus at 1010 Zebra was local hour angle 226 degrees 12 minutes -
declination south 22 degrees 58 minutes." This information was taken from the

Air Almanac,
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vAMIES By DONNELLY
end: Lt USAF
Intelligence QOfficer
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