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Uir ector of

garage apartment
the address given
300 hours of combat

Y e

) "... called his wife at : 0, 1 According to ...*{r.- his attention
Sunday and asked her to : - vas directed by his wife to &
out to him ... ™" strange cloud overhanging I'ort ¥Worth
at tne time, nr..,~ went down
stalrs to the side yard to look 2t
ne cloud, wnlcn was described as
"boiling mad, " streaked with orange,
and henging directly over his house
althovgh it was clear on all
mdes The base of the cloud was
reported at approximately 3500 feet
and oroken, The top o.f' the cloud
could not be seen,

Locking vard he reports he savy
three Derpen Strﬁaﬁs of
light in a V form; noving nori-
zontelly on ling oP 15/ 20
degrees, Lnese y described as

vl 2

extremely bright and luminous ang

it was the ovinion of E-ir.tf‘fﬂ"
tnere wes insufficient light at that]
hour of the day to produce that
bright a reflection from a2 solid
object., These reaks of light,

1 span greater than
ait, were all similar,

with an overal
a normel a2ircr

After seeing the first three objects|
- called upstairs to his
wiie to bring the cemera, Within

an estimated 45 to 60 seconds he

- was ready to take pictures,

_reports that he was able

to photograph a second three streaks]
of light which behaved exactly as _
the Iirst Vkree, These are alleged
shown in the Dictures (Inci -ao. 2;.
According to

pictures were oclank

5c(d) below and Incl

last "object," allegedly shoz-;n. in
Incl Mo, 5, reportedly behaved
exactly as the others excepnt it was
alone and apveared to be moving at

a greater speed, The entire episode
required a period of two or three
minutes,
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and a diaphragm stop of f-11l. The

£i1lm used was 620 Superpan Press,
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and noiseless, Not like a saucer the distance bdetween objecis
more like a banana...." Speed was estimated at about the
sneed of conventional fighters,
Light from obJjecis inclosed was
intermittent as they continued on
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believed he traced light taroug

clouds, The streaks of lignat were
lost from view inito the cloud ——
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of light he phot o:rrapned. were on a
hrﬁailng, of appr 15/20°.
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in I 1otosravns:
2, <The negative of the picivure 2] rine in the YTort Worth Star-Telegsran
d three other naf8+1vaa exposed at the sa ime were obtained on loan from the
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= rt Worth Star-Telegram X April 1950, with the approval
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b. The negatives were in one strip when given to the Ior

szram, but had been cui before being obtained by Headquarters I

Fort Worth Star-Telssram insisted there were no bulges or blem
1lm when they received it., The Editor attributed the abrasions to Mp

n
pointed instruments in an effort to prove the picture a hoax.

c., A thorough study of the negatives rasvealed that "objects" are abrasions
or crimps in the film in the exact position as the pictured crescent-shaped objects.
Tnese abrasions can be induced by a slight crimving or rouvgh handling, usually when
loadinz film into the reel of a film develoving tank or prioxr to processing., The
fact thet these are abrasions or crimps is substantiated Dby:

(1) The density of the film where the objects appear varies consid-
rably, while objects having a relative size, shape, and position
when photogra Dhed will reflect the same intensity of light if
pnotographed the same angle and time,

n (Incl Mo, 3) reveals
‘Ject betx n the photograpner
nan 50 feet dﬁaj.

E
:
;
s
§
|
|
_;_
g
:
é

gaan th ; ] A ner witnesses

Lo
rS

radar installations report no unusual : et‘.l.qs at the time o

ol & i b s A B RN T . W

-

c, Teletype weather ence is forwarded as Incl Ho, O,

pY dABsta N e 4. a0 .

Comments of Preparing OQfficer:

- P by ol e § . Tl

orth's leading newsvaper and has

-

i ! N . ¥ ) 4 3 . i : T - E 'm..‘ D P R T”grﬁ T L- Lﬁ,ﬁri : 1Ty - I‘ﬂ oy J)
h:, -ulr';ﬂ : - * - L] / - HF-L sy Fa —,,..h ‘\J *---:-—} - - j :..-"H'
3

sti
g 4= In
V4 '

s ey = - ' but are the result of
o5

2 W -
o~ & S . ‘vf"-ﬂv

L4
ch gpace,
e negatly

ratlon : 2% | rained photo technicians at
oo W g =

r

?was apvarently nervous throughout the interview and anxious
vith = ultra_pagrlotlsa. He s82id that while in Japan he had volunieered

tom-bomd mission on iMoscow. He also reported he had cceived s ro
radiation signals while flying over Hokkaido, Japan, on 2 July 1948, which h

R : . T - P W i Bt LG I U Ve B A 1Ll e p s AR
e 1'1113”6:;,’.‘._;¢T’“O“ TAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DeFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF n—t-.LnP’ﬂ“lmjr ACT.50 4.5, C.—
22 ALD 22, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED 3Y LAW.

T MAY NOT BE RePRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PEnMaSSlON OF THE DIRECTOR OF
DT CLLIGENCE, USAF.

i ¥
' ¥
r o = —_— - L] J*LH.---‘ -
=
o =# pEE - wmm

— e — R T R e S e )

(’“L_;‘_:-SIF-';CATEL N) —~ 53570 U. S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

Declassification Authority: NND 57565



. - rea .
s = " i : . - .

AF FORM 112—PART i ' v S m—

(cu&smcum)
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPCRT 4

FROM (Agency) ' REPORT NQ. :
Director of Intelligence

:-_-,#‘_-“-.—

.

Headquarters Eighth Air Xorce SAF-2=-79 . paGe 6 OF 6

—

believes to be the result of a Russian atomic blast. ZXe Iieportedﬂtna inci?.ent
intellizence and —- when no action was taken -— 10 the ¥.3.1. in‘ San E&'axjc;:ic;
his return to the Z2.1. 4 also claims to rave proiested 1n { 7 to g
at Langley Field, Virginia, against the public sale of 17T equipmani,

DALTOR SMITH
Major, USAZY .
Asgt to Director ol telligence

- o : P " -
B A e e Wi . s s el i o e B T, e T RS B e Ty S e

i,

L vmten i

L

TH1S DOCUMENT CONTAINS

31 AND 22, A_f EE‘ER"‘E‘;’};%DUCED N WHOLE Off 14 FART, BY OTHER THAN USITED STATES AIR-FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIREL
ST MAY NO Vi A s i Y R R e o et

iMTELLIGENCE, USAF: P .

]

P e,
LT
T & _ WX b

»

-
L}

Y AR W SIS S B . B Gy e, .
I { L!“h’ ST W

‘ i P L Pl T et A ity |
WIS ed M VL, PR .

R T, e, LN
L T, ﬁl_l.;\!.;l.j{x. 0

g XV 15

1 Ly A Ll
l.'-..'." g=
ll.":'_f. .i‘l.’

L . P . g ;
t , & ; . . 3 . & LY ra : _' - Ay . L 1 - - P \ - F b ¥ 1 "‘.. " 1 '; ', "- 'I.' i L S

€V L PN Bl y, f A T Pl f bt ¥ ’ o [N { : ' 1 N g?-) b - i e

E |55 T Amla ' = B L a M, | o 4 B i . 1 § sl -t PR 5 i k. i iF,
RSP = A i n 3 y ¥ " ; : . X ‘ = T g et B o A
- ey oy W Ny * 58 T = * . ’ ‘I | b ad F* . L. 1 L ] 4 rh i e o # & ¥ ¥ i - ’
L { | s ® B i w 9 L 7 . C = 45 @ . o . il
%N T BT . -y " il ™ a " . vl " % 4 H k1. » ] ab # 5 ¢ & = - sy et i

s Lh
A - W

- - o & . { /3
s r""'"""l."" ‘*u"?" H'ul NN G relir iy, R B Wy
LA o, . =D 1

St -'I'ﬁr"ﬁ,i.r‘ ., -.'-;"- ' o, } - ﬂ 'l.- f _.I p a __.. v ‘ "" -r, _

: "_ y+ b .{ gLt g el ‘..
oy ?,r #J'}\:‘;’u* ‘ l: -.-_ﬂ.-.l,_m-.-* .L ,.'.-’.% ?'M.'r': I

!. g1 - ‘_’ & N

eclassification Authority: NND 357565

INFORMA I‘ ’f)f' AF t"[.l, I l"'ﬂg ¢ Hf 2 ,T:TF{AL -. S ’”::"' *__:itr:’-r""': g",!._"'t_S ';"1';:1-:"!'"‘ THE \11{““”6 On T,HE E%PIONAGEAPT CO ':]jvs; C."""‘
TS TRANSMisHiont QR THE REYS LATION OF ITS CoefTEXTS 150 ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

Iiﬂr}{h

. ]

J‘

s
E

.":
Wi

]
& W, 0y
-
& T .
S by
g
J by e
—'b- . d
i S

R
P e

F -i‘,,.ln
E "“.I‘ L
-4

-
|

Y
g
W

)
T

2 {:‘!"'.:
Lag

el
LIV 1
.
a h_-r"

- '_ﬂ — o

w

L’ ,?‘
~
ot 2

P :.' ¥ i ) . .,.- %3
& -.‘+ .r' 4 e 4 - :_- % ‘a: »
’ TL - = 3 T L i 5 ;
gl 4 = - oR v i et . 2 '__ e g i i
S N b

.

i
= K-
",

¥ b '.r (ﬁ.\' :Ir_"’ :
A ,fﬂ- |
: . :?L# ra '|T L
i .-‘..: .-.' "
o ik A - T ..' '-“. h.al’“' MLAJ.' K
¥ . "‘

- ]
F

?fw ihv'w ;-Wm:mi %" :

3 . ¥, 5,..4,,;1. 9 _
& 4’-4'; E m..n
,*ﬁ&? ')"‘ '*

¢ r oy -'*".
J'*““ B T h—i-fiL.ﬂ:{fl

P Y I.J-A.-




e

AF FORM 112—PART |

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

e - e TS

United States of America ‘ 8AF-2=79 il { d é o S
. AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION/REPORT e
SUBJECT 1.

Investigation of Alleged "Flying Saucers"
AREA REPORTED- ON FROM (Agency)

Fort Worth, Texas Headguarters Eighth Alr Force

DATE OF REPORT DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION

2{ April 1950 9 - 21 April 1950 F-5
PREPARED BY (Officer) SOURCE Jra M. Ffaxey 9 and

Major Dalton Smith Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 18 April 1950

! REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previous report, etc., as applicable)

Letter, SAC 31 January‘T§50, subject: "Reporting of Information on Unconventional
Aircraft”

SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 112—Part I1.)
l. The Fort Worth Star-Telegram, published 18 April 1950, carried a front
page picture captioned "Pictures Offer Proof ... Vet Sees Flying Objects in Sky
and Photographs Them," The accompanying story told how an Ira M. Maxey saw strange
"banana~shaped" aircraft flying through a thundercloud and photographed them. The
picture and story received nationwide distribution by AP Wirephoto.

(CLASSIFICATION)

2. The report was investigated since it was the first known time that pictures
purporting to be flying saucers had appeared in the public press, and -- 1f proven
to be genuine -~ the pictures have definite intelligence value,

4., An interview with Mr, Maxey revealed many discrepancies between his version
of the incident and the story appearing in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram., Mr, Maxey
reports that he photographed a series of perpendicular streaks of light moving in
formation across the sky, After developing the film, Mr, Maxey discovered that
crescent~chaped objects, apparently trailing vapor trails or exhaust, appeared on
the negatives on two of the four pictures taken,

4, A study of the negatives by photo technicians at this headquarters indicates
that "objects" are abrasions or crimps on the negatives resulting from mishandling
during or prior to the developing process,

APFROVED:
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Lt Colonel, USAF
Director of Intelligence

ami Memo  2/3; /';P
ks hewlS i 3/3
AKE ot
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- INCLS.

l-Item in Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 1& Apr RO
e=Picture

j=Ficture

Y-Picture

h=Ficture

b-Weather Report

§ DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

Director of Intelligence
Headquarters USAF \
Washington, D, C. " (duglicate)

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
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| FROM (Agency) | REPORT NO.
Director of Intelligence
_ Headquarters Eighth Air Force 8AF-2=-79

l. Newspaper Story:

as The Fort Worth Star~-Telegram, evening edition, published 18 April 1970,
carried a front page picture and story captioned "Pictures Offer Proof ... Vet Sees

Flying Objects in Sky and Photographs Them," (Incl No, 1)

b. The story told how Ira E. Maxey, 916 5th Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas, .
snapped objects he said definitely were some sort of aircraft, a type which he

had never seen before.,"

¢, The photographs admittedly retouched to bring out details, showed
three crescent-shaped objects, in echelon formation, two of which were apparently

trailing exhausts,

2. Reason for Report:

a. The publication of this picture by the Fort Worth Star-Telegram has
occasioned widespread local comment. The picture received nationwide distribution

by AP Wirephoto, and -- as far as is known by this headquarters -- is the first
time a photograph purporting to be a "flying saucer" has been published by the

press,

| be If analysis by expert photo technicians substantiates that the
| photographs are genuine, instead of abrasions or crimps, they will be of definite

in telligence value,

5 Interview with Mr, Maxey:

| On 19 April 1950 Mr, Ira M. Maxey was interviewed in his home, which is
| in a densely built up area in the south~central portion of Fort Worth, Texas.,

| Mrs, Maxey was present throughout the interview, Mr, Maxey's account of the

| incident varies considerably from that published by the Fort Worth Star-Telegram,

4, COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM STORY AND INTERVIEW
wiTH MR, MAXEY:

| a, THE FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM REPORTED: b, INTERVIEW WITH MR. MAXEY REVEALED:

(1) "A former Radar Bombardier on a B-2U (1) He served in the Air Force from
in the Pacific ...." 22 April 1942 to 29 September 1945
and from 18 August 1947 to 19 October

1948 as a Radio Operator; Aerial
Gunner, and Radar Operator. He
reports he reached the grade of
Technical Sergeant. Records are
net aveilable locally to substan-
tiate this information,

(2) ".,.. that he saw flying objects in the (2) ZExposures were made at approximately
air late Sunday Afternoon ..." (The Sunday 1'(50 hours on 9 April 1950,
immediately preceeding was 16 April 1950.)

r’ (3) B,.. 4n two groups coming out of the (3) Maxey reports he saw a total of seven
| wvest and traveling northeast and perpendicular streaks of light in

photographed some of them," three groups, moving horizontally
across the sky,
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(4) n,.. Ira Maxey of 916 Hth Avenue, (4) Mr, Maxey lives in an upstairs

s, veteran of 3600 hours of flying garage apartment at the rear of
in the US Air JForce ..." the address given and claims over
300 hours of combat time,

(5) "... called his wife at about 5:30 p.m. (5) According to Mr, Maxey his attention|]
Sunday and asked her to bring his camera wvas directed by his wife to a
out to him ..." strange cloud overhanging Fort Worth

at the time, Mr, Maxey went down
stairs to the side yard to look at
the cloud, which was described as
"boiling mad," stresked with orange,
and henging directly over his house
-=- glthough it was clear on all
sides, The base of the cloud was
reported at approximately 3500 feet
and broken, The top of the cloud
could not be seen, '

Looking westward he reports he saw

three perpendicular streaks of

light in a V formation moving hori- |

zontally on a heading of 15/20

degrees, These were described as

extremely bright and luminous and

it was the opinion of Mr, Maxey that

there was insufficient light at that

hour of the day to produce that

bright a reflection from a solid

object, These streaks of light,

with an overall span greater than

a normal aircraft, were all similar.|]

After seeing the first three objects
Mr, Maxey called upstairs to his
wife to bring the camera, Within
an estimated 45 to 60 seconds he

was ready to take pictures,

Mr., Maxey reports that he was able
to photograph a second three streaks
of light which behaved exactly as
the first three, These are alleged
shown in the pictures (Incl No. 2).
According to Mr, Maxey the next two
pictures were blank (see paragraph
5e(2) below and Incl No., 3). The
last "object," allegedly shown in
Incl No. 5, reportedly behaved
exactly as the others except it was
alone and appeared to be moving at

a greater speed. The entire episode]
requlired a period of two or three
minutes,
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(6) *,.. Maxey set the camera at infinity (6) A Kodak Duoflex camera was used to
and began snapping ..." make victures (Incls 1 through 5).

This camera has a maximum lens speed
of £f6,0, 1t was focused at infinity
using 1/251;11 of a second exposure
and a diaphragm stop of f-1l1l., The
film used was 620 Superpan Press,
Mr., Maxey developed the negatives
at his home,

(7) ®,.. objects he said definitely were (7) Mr, Maxey says that he did not report
some type aircraft, a type which he to the paper they were definitely
had never seen before,’ aircraft, nor that they were banana

| shaped, He says he did not think
of flying "saucers", but thought
they were only perpendicular streaks
of light until after the film was
developed,

(8) ",.. they were moving fabt and they (8) Mr, Maxey was reluctant to estimate:
appeared to bDe six or seven miles away. the 8ize of the obJects and did not
He described the objects as tailless estimate the distance from him, or
craft and noiseless, Not like a saucer the distance between objects.
but more like a banana,..." Speed was estimated at about the

speed of conventional fighters,
Light from objects inclosed was
intermittent as they continued on
course by being interdicted by lower
fringes of clouds, but Mr, Maxey
believed he traced light through
clouds, The streaks of light were
lost from view into the cloud =~

no sounds were heard,

(9) ",.. Pictures showed that the objects (9) These exposures were made with the
left a vapor trail. ..." photographer facing almost due west,

(Direction has been confirmed by
examination of buildings and terrain
features showvn in Incl No. 4)., Mr.
Maxey has stated that the streaks
of light he photogravhed were on a
heading of approximately 15/20%
This would put the vapor trails
ahead of the "objects." 1t is
interesting to note that in the
prints of the pictures made by Mr,
Maxey the negatives were reversed,
As a result, on those prints the
vapor trails are shown to be behind
the object,
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he Study in Interpretation of Negatives and Fhotographs:

a. The negative of the picture appearing in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram
and three other negatives exposed at the same time were obtained on loan from the

Managing Editor of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram on 20 April 1950, with the approval
of Mr, Maxey.

b. The negatives were in one strip when given to the Fort VWorth Star-

Telegram, but had been cut before being obtained Dy Headquarters Eighth Air Force.
The Fort Worth Star-Telegram insisted there were no bulges or blemishes upon this
film when they received it. The Editor attributed the abrasions to "poking" with

sharp pointed instruments in an effort to prove the picture a hoax,

ce A thorough study of the negatives revealed that "objects" are abrasions
or crimps in the film in the exact position as the pictured crescent-shaped objects,
These abrasions can be induced by a slight crimping or rough handling, usually when
loading film into the reel of a film developing tank or prior to processing. The
fact that these are abrasions or crimps is substantiated by:

(1) The density of the film where the objects appear varies consid-
erably, while objects having a relative size, shape, and poeition
when photographed will reflect the same intensity of light if
photographed at the same angle and time,

(2) The second photograph (Incl No, 3) reveals a similar crescent-
shaped object between the photographer and trees, which were not

more than 50 feet away,

b, Other Evidence:

a, Mrs, Maxey claims to have seen the last object, No other witnesses
could be found.

b. Local radar installations report no unusual returns at the time of
sighting. '

¢c. Teletype weather sequence is forwarded as Incl No, 0.

7. Comments of Preparing Officer:

e. The Fort Worth Star-Telegram is Fort Worth's leading newspaper and has
the largest circulation of any newspaper in Texas,

b. Thorough investigation and research by trained photo technicians at
Carswell Air Force Base indicates that objects shown in inclosures 1 through 5 are
not objects flying through space, i.e., flying saucers, but are the result of
abrasions or crimps in the negatives,

c. Mr, Maxey was apparently nervous throughout the interview and anxious
to impress with his ultra-patriotism, He said that while in Japan he had volunteered |
for a suicide atom-bomb mission on Moscow, He also reported he had received strange
radiation signals while flying over Hokkaido, Japan, on 2 July 1948, which he still
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believes to be the result of a Russian atomic blast. He reported the incident to
intelligence and -- when no action was taken -- to the F.B.1., in San JFrancisco after
his return to the 2.I. Mr, Maxey also claims to have protested in 1947 to the C.I.C.
at Lancley Field, Virginia, against the public sale of 1FF equipment,

TON SHUITH
Major, USATF
Asst to Director of Intelligence
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