STATEMENT OF WITNESS

Place: Alamogordo, NM Date: 28 May 95

I, Ole Jorgeson, MSgt, USAF, (Ret), hereby state that James McAndrew was identified as
a Lieutenant, USAFR on this date at my home and do hereby, voluntarily and of my own
free will, make the following statement. This was done without having been subjected to
any coercion, unlawful influence or unlawful inducement.

I enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 1957 and became a Ground Communications and
Electronic Repairman. I remained in this career field throughout my career. I completed
three tours at the Balloon Branch at Holloman AFB, NM. I retired from the Air Force in
1977 as the NCOIC of the Communication and Instrumentation Section of the Balloon
Branch at Holloman AFB.

I recall an overnight balloon training mission that was conducted in May, 1939. Capt Joe
Kittinger was training back up pilots for one of his upcoming projects. I was an airman
assigned to coordinate communications and to assist in the recovery of the balloon upon
completion of the mission. I followed the balloon in an old Korean War vintage
“crackerbox” ambulance that had been converted into a communications van. Another
airman and I followed the balloon throughout the night on an easterly trajectory over the
Sacramento Mountains to an area north of Roswell. Also following the balloon were
recovery fechnicians in a weapons carrier. We stayed in contact with the balloon crew by
radio and also observed flares the crew would light at various intervals so we could visually
track them. Just after sunrise I recall the balloon landing north of Roswell and Capt
Kittinger offered me some coffee and told me he was going to make one more touch and
oo landing to complete the mission. I remember that I took some photographs of the
balloon and waited for the last landing. Several minutes later I remember hearing a “bang”,
this was the squib that fired to release the gondola from the balloon. We immediately went
to where the gondola landed and saw the gondola laying on its side and saw two of the
pilots standing and one lying down. Lying on the ground was a shattered helmet that was
worn by one of the pilots. Capt Kittinger told me they were attempting to land to avoid
some power lines and a row of trees.

Soon after I arrived at the crash site, a helicopter that was also following the flight landed
and transported the three aircrew members to Walker AFB for medical attention. I recall I
assisted the recovery technicians load the balloon and the gondola on the weapons carrier
and then drove 15 to 20 minutes to the hospital at Walker AFB. When I ammived at Walker,
we parked the converted ambulance near the hospital and either the other airman with me
or the recovery technicians called the balloon control center to notify them of the accident.
I recall waiting near the hospital for a short period of time and then returnming to Holloman
AFB. During the time I was waiting at the hospital 1 did not observe any arguments or
altercations. I did not observe Capt Kittinger speaking disrespectfully to anyone. I also do
not recall any male civilians or any vehicles that belonged to a mortuary.




I participated in many, probably more than 100, balloon recovenies. I often recovered
payloads and balloons from the area surrounding Roswell, NM. It was routine to be
directed by the balloon control center to an area near Roswell to wait to recover a balloon.
We would wait along the side of the road, at small airports, or at the armory in Roswell. It
would not be uncommon for our recovery vehicles fo be seen waiting to recover balloons
throughout New Mexico, Arizona, and West Texas. When we recovered the balloons and
payloads sometimes civilians would be in the area and make mquires. We would tell them
what we were doing and provide them with a telephone number at Holloman AFB if they
wanted to report any damages. We were required to clean up the area and remove all
debris before we left. In addition to the recoveries, I recall making balloon launches from
sites up and down the Rio Grande Valley. I remember that some of these launches were
made from an area west of Soccoro, NM.

Another project I participated in was the testing of the Viking space probe m 1972. These
four launches were all made from the Roswell Industrial Air Center, the former Roswell
Army Airfield. Approximately twenty Air Force personnel were on temporary duty to
Roswell throughout the summer of 1972 to support this project. NASA personnel
prepared the spacecraft for launch from the old hangers of the former Awr Force base. This
project was not classified and was covered by the news media.

I am not part of any conspiracy to withhold or provide misleading information to the
United States Government or the American public. There is no classified information that
I am withholding related to this inquiry and I have never been threatened by U.S.
Government persons concerning refraining from talking about this matter.

Subscribed and sworn before me, an
individual authorized to administer

oaths this 28th day of Mgy 1995

at 7/amo gord&;%l\/l

%f McAndrew, 1st Lt, USAFR

WITNESS(s):




Ole Jorgeson
"Reswel I Encident"
2 BMMa 12996

Interviewer: 1st Lt James McAndrew

Q: We re rat bheshomeet f0le o rgeseon MMasten
Sergeant, US Air Force, Retired. And we're discussing
his involvement 1n what people are now describing as
the "Roswell Incident.”

Well, I spoke with you previously and we discussed
a slituation that came up during your Alr Force career
that we think people have been misrepresenting to say
that there was a flying saucer, an alien body, and
things like this.

I'll jJust outline what we're dolng and what we're
working on 1s, last summer we produced a large report
for the Secretary of the Air Force that described an
event that occurred 1n 1947 that people believe was a
flying saucer type event which we're certain was not,
and we have produced a report that proved that.

Subsequent to that, we'wve come upon new
information. It looks like some of these people are
describing events not only from 1947 but from
throughout the '50s 1nto the '60s and we think even
inte the '"70s, describing a bunch of events, and then
saying that they all happened at one particular one or
two day period 1n 1947. We know this 1sn't true.

One of the 1ncidents that they're using to make
this case 1s an 1ncident that we think you were
involved in on a first-hand basis.

son LULIE Just start out with could' you just tell . me
when you jolned the Alr Force and what...

A: Okay. I jolned the Air Force 1n June, the
20th of June, 1957 right after I graduated from high
school. I went to basic training for 11 weeks. Normal




JORGESON - 5/28/95

into electronics and passed 1t and consequently took
the second phase of basic training at Lackland in lieu
of, at the tech school where they give you your second
half of 1t, 1t you will. And after that, I was
assigned -- and I was assigned as a ground
communication and electronic repalrman because I had
about four or five years of electronic experience as a
voung kKildiand Shadl my: radio amateurisililcense.

My first assignment was at Carswell Air Force Base
where I stayed for about six months. That was 1n '58
until... After I finished with the basic I went
straight to Carswell and in '"58, then I was) sent to
Kwajalen, Little Rocky, a one by three rock on Kwajalen
and 1t was a Navy base.

I was assigned to 1837th or 1987 I belleve 1t was,
COM squadron. There were about 150 Air Force guys
there. That was during the atomic tests. And stayed
there for a year and upon finishing that tour, I was

senkbrstraight " here to Hollomanr Alr NEorcetBase. S WS
supposed to report in April, the first part of April,
and in fact I gave you a copy of my orders somewhere.

@ (Affirmative response)

A And I arrived early. I arrived here about
the 20th, 22nd, 23rd of March, something i1n that
neighborhood. And I was assigned to the balloon
branch. [ was part of the communicatilions seetion at
that time and I was the sixteenth guy 1n
communications, a huge section. And at that time there
were 1100 and "I5%er 25 people, semethingml ke sEhan il e i
in the balloon branch. They had gone down from about
150 down to this, and they were still reducing 1t. We
got down to a level of about 70 or 75 within about a
vear.

@ Even though that's the period of time we're
interested in, 1T'd just like you to'—— 1f you ceuld
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just go on and just tell me some of the other positions
that you held throughout your Air Force career?

A: sure. Well, I came here March of '59 as a
young two-striper. I made, at that time it was called
Airman 2nd Class, and I made Airman lst class and staff
sergeant 1n the balloon branch. I left the balloon
branch 1in 1966. I belileve 1t was July of 1966. I can
look that up. I'm sure I have the information.

05 You did quite a while. That's what? Two

A: No, that was one tour.
@ One tour?

A And the joke was you had to get discharged --
veounadStolre Birreloraget Ndiise haracdNeonriaaice St ofge ENe T
of there and wilith Nam coming up, they started moving
peaeplelaroundi el ltte g oIt TS inic el Sh alcVa N e Bl a il
(lnaudible) that was needed in Nam, I volunteered
worldwlde and they sent me -- well, originally, they
gave me France. Excuse me, they gave me Berlin and I
was golng to be assigned there.

But dueEo the fact EhatilSwasi born dn BEurope 'and
still had some relatives there, they had assigned me to
a sensitive position. They canceled that assignment
and saild we're going to give you a better one. They
sentsmesto ‘Frances s And, fof course 'De Gaulle already
had already kicked us out then but I went to France
anyway and finished, and was one of the last ones to
SiiE eluie enE  Fieeiales s L SeEinne aeetieimdbvat She == @l ok ILEiEE
there 1n December of '66, I guess 1t was, then went to
Germany and I spent the remaining time i1n Germany until

e 2

And I volunteered and asked for a special
asslignment to get back to the balloon branch because in
the balloon branch I had what they called an E prefix
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and that meant research. And so I used that to get

back. At that time it was a specilal assignment and T

did receive orders to come back to the balloon branch.
I returned as a tech sergeant 1n '69.

My assignment in Germany, when I went to Germany,
by the way, I was in 2nd Mobile Com Group 1n charge of
heavy Etransmitterssand recelvers: and so forth and
crypto-clearance because we were part of NATO as well.

@ (Affirmative response)

A: Anyway, when I came back to the balloon
braneh), ‘forvyashertwhillie M weShiadea Secapidln dnleharges
He lLefit, oh, within'six months and then L Leoek over

the shop agaln as a tech sergeant.

@ And you were 1n charge of the COM shop?

A: Well, in the COM shop and later, probably 1in
'70, we merged the COM and the instrumentation
together. So we became the communication-
instrumentation section and —-- because we just didn't
have enough people to do both.

And shortly after we got -- also we got a captailn
that came in, Captain Berry, and that was in about '7/0,
maybe '71l, something in that neighborhood. And at that
time, we really built our section up quite blg because
we had Project Viking that we got. And I turned out tO
betthe "NCOEENo N EheSshopRduringt thakt € imerpeiiloel Sl
worked closely with Mr. Cowie and Mr. Lopin. Mr. Lopln
has passed away now. But Ralph Cowlie, you may have
heardief W Anvuwey, partrfot Lhat greup-f FiNsitaveditnere
BugtiEaL et DS 75

Oh, I also did myself and I took one of my young
buck sergeants with me. I went up to Chico or signed
up at Chico and we launched the largest balloon in --
what's the name of that craft? I forget the name of
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Ehe project, Highrise T thinlk & ne, maybe, ves.
guess 1t was Highrise.

@ And how large was that balloon?

A: Oh, gosh. It was the largest thing going.

@ Lt was: like 40 tons. ..

A: Forty-eight? Something like that I think it
was. IT went to 160 to 170 thousand feet anyway. And
then T wen€, from there, I went te —— my four years
were just about up. And they gave me an assignment to
go to Guam to be 1in charge of scope control down in
Guam, and I didn't know what scope control was. But
anyway, that was what they called the president's
communication system was called.

@ I went Lo . seope control scheol in Keesler for -
- oh, gosh. I don't remember how long it was now. Six
to eight weeks, something like that. Went to Guam and
meld "a posiktion as NEOIC of 'scope control and made
Master over there and volunteered to come back and
fought like the dickens 1In fact, I wrote the Air Force
a letter to get back.

I remember Major Burnett out in the field. I met
Burnett. He's still here in town. He was commander of
the balloon base at some of this time, not during the
time that we're talking about.

@ Duke was tellling me about him.

A: Yes, Major Burnett. He was the commander of
Chico, as a captain, then later, of course, here.

@)= And then you came back to the balloon branch?

A Then I came back to the balloon branch.
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SO ol didiyvou run baeckfor veur T chird

A That was my third ftour, yves.
@' SO what year was that?

A Elvat Nwe st HE9EE S o s iice s e o S T S S @R T
spent about 13 and a half years 1n the balloon branch.

After I retired I went to work for Raytheon as a
field engineer for them. But only for two months then
My caughicer “hiaa  sometprobiliems - W a s Ngolng L telhgo
overseas with them. I couldn't take her with me so I
terminated that job and went to work for Dynalectron as
a site chief on the range and worked there for the next
five years but my back kept on giving me problems. T
wound up 1n the hospital and everything else. It was
st severe muscle spasms, stress, and' se Lorth.

SHe) | BlanATey ;L ©bicie rens e abar JLOMSZ S e MEiE s e 5 RELe
Cowle called me and' I went out to work for ——F they
asked New Mexico State University to pick me up and I
redid their control center, transmitter buildings. ..

)% At the balloon branch?

A: Ak Ehe bramehsas a consultcant toithem. = I
actually did the work. First, I wrote up the report
what 1t would take to fix 1t, to get everything back to
working order and I took care of that and after
everything was working -- because they couldn't talk to
the aircraft, they couldn't command the balloons. They
didn't have training program and they still don't.

Tels really a shaeme. [ think yeou heard us talking seme
time ago about that?

O (Affirmative response)
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A: T worked there on and off for two years.
They were running short on funds and that was it
ba s ety S seiEhat e Saiinierhit Ssn o il = e i = c el E T el
did some consulting work for NASA. I went out to
California. We Etook a scope down off the hill Up here,
which is part of the old AFGL, by the way, that was
under the AFGL, sitting up in the mountain. They would
look up and we were put there to look at Russian
satellliffes.  "Ihevi coulid reallliyssc el aliliiEh aiemlisiE i E e
Anyway, that scope had been out of use for a long time
and the astronomers oOUE on. .-

@ Scott Peak?

A No, it was out —-—— I'll get the information.
I can't . think of the mame of Ehe meuntaln eut  Eheckre,
out 1n California, Redwoods...

@ Okay.

A Anyway, we took the scope down here, packed
it upasent st eolul stona i meuntalin cutiEhereyandimyse | &
and two other guys went out there and they buillt a new
base for it, a new house, a dome and everything fer 1E.

And we put the scope all back together and then wired
it up so we could make that scope tie 1n to the
computer so the computer could tell i1t where to look
andidrive it and so ferthy and so on.

I worked for them and then I went out there and
did some other work for another company out there.
There was a small range out there where the
mockingbirds are, you know, come back, Capistrano...

O': @h ves e s e s

A: ...you know out there in that area. They
have a small range out there and we went out there, me
and another guy went out and did some consulting work
for them. We put up some towers and they hung lasers
on them and so forth and so on.
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ARnagt Ehens last s gl veart and ashallf age, [ igliess 1t
We siiiwen et Nt Eh e M S SHIS Sie B —=NMilSis o 1Nl ve =,
when they had all that flooding down there and they had
alfit S Ehemipeats A NAN I eE o thas e etigbe ait s hanlsitriage .

They don't know where those boats are at any given
time.

They do have HEF which they don't use very much
and iEheyidoShayve St helcelllglla sy phones "BUkE SEheyvawank Eo
know 1n a gilven 1nstant where they're at, what cargo
they're hauling, where to drop the various barges,
where to plck up new ones. So we put a computer in
wlith a transponder over to send them right up to the
satellite and they'll come back to the station and they
could direct and do all the reporting, morning logs,
aneEciniES i emivhe relt oNg e R anaNs oNent

So that's 1t. Now, right now, I guess I have a
little part-time job down at Foxworth-Galbert. I man
the'gate down there andSthatd siyust 128, S0 Fheours a week
for that. Just to keep me...

Q)= OuEt oLt treuble?

(Laughter)

A ...1n the public and 1t doesn't bother my
back and I can begin to move around a little bit
freely. It let's me take a trip, like I just told vou,
that we just took. So that's about it.

@) It seems to me you've got a lot of experience
in balloons and stuff.

All right. Well, I guess that brings us to your
time at ‘the balloon branch, the first teur.

A: (Affirmative response)

Q' You got there 1n April of '59...
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Malieeh
Mareh  of hH 9
A: (Affirmative response)

Qs And about this time 1s when Captain Joe
Kittinger was conducting, he started in May, to conduct
Seme Lralningemissilons SEoN L rains semelback-—luiphpiliocs Heor
his high altitude flights.

A SiEa Az el

@ Refghitek
That was the Project Stargazer.
(Affirmative response)

A: You bet.

@) And the particular night in qguestion,
according to the records, is the evening of May 20th,
1959 to May 21st, 1959, the morning of the 21st, the
night of the 20th, the day of the 21st.

And 1f you could just tell me what you remember
about that particular mission?

A: te sianiEhigcn Selo ccnisin e iells & ati ¢ bl sa e o pilic
of months and there had been several other flights,
Eraining ElatghEs Sehrec ot ftour ef Cthe training: fliights
that Captain Kittinger had made with these other people
to train them so they could act as back-up on Project
Stargazer.

And I was picked to go with a guy who later was my
roommate and a good friend, Louls Wacker. He was —-- 1T
think he was an Airman 2nd, he may have just made
Alrman 1lst or shortly thereafter he made 1t. But
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anyway, I went with him 1n one of the three-gquarter ton
ambulances that were the second World War, Korean War
vintage type ambulances.

hiceeswasilin olrc dlichne s SEonEanyzelhsnageonii it eSS o
them had been painted out. 1I've glven you some
photographs of that and thev'wve got —— they had bars
ge@eress Attt andion thetteop af sehat bar, " Ehey =—werhad
all our antennas mounted. We had our DF on 1t and so
that's what we used.

On all flights, we would have communicatlions guys
at the launch site. If 1t was a launch site here at
Holloman, we would still have two guys come on a fly-
line but 1f 1t was remote, we would still have two guys
from COM at the launch and then we would also send the
ambulance out. We call 1t an ambulance, 1t has nothing
to do with an ambulance, but 1t was an old converted
ambulance.

We'd send that out 1n the field to provide the
communications back to Holloman and we had
communications between us and the recovery vehicle via
VHF communications because they had VHF 1n the weapons
carrier. And we could then also use 1t between air to
ground, both VHF and UHF, to helicopters or spotting
planes. At that time, we Used €C=123s guite a bit. In
fact we had, I think the base had at one time, up to
five C-123s just for -- the sole justification was to
the balloon branch.

@ (Affirmative response)

A: Anyway, so that's what we used -- that's why
we went along with COM. When that flight was launched
in the evening...

@)k Were you at the launch?

A: I was net at the launch, ne. They launched
1t 1n the evening, where we kept 1n contact with them.




JORGESON - 5/28/95

There was visible contact. | TFhey would usel «like
flares every so often, like the ones that the highway
patrol would use...

Qi (Affirmative response)

A: . .. to hold them down and to de that. We also
could talk to them and I can't remember what we gave
them, 1f we gave them a hand-held handy-talkie. 1In
those days 1t wasn't a little hand-held like you have
now, but 1t was the bigger ones, so we could talk to
them on VHF. I can't quite remember that but it seemed
Litke s weSdid Mo c8 L mavibe s SR Sl S ean ) de Finitely
rememper them lighting four or five flares all night.

O Okay, you weren't at the launch, so how did
you catch up with them?

A Well, we just took off from here. We knew
they were going to launch. They were going to launch
here at this launch time and Duke, Mr. Gildenburg would
give us the trajectory and we just went where they told
us 1t was golng to go and they assured us that we could
contact them Mkeep Hint Eauehy with' them =it we folillowed
the road. And we did and they flew over the road. We
couldiisee Eherr flaresvaill 'alengn * And eonce 1n o) whitle
we would stop at a pay phone and call back positioning
to Duke or to our contrel center.

Q: You couldn't call the control center on your

A NoEsOnce Svol f EeNevie it Acmeunisatinis, S el
can't. Now, later on, and that was one thing that they
-— you've seen some of these, they have whips on them
QAOW - . .

Uis (Affirmative response)

Ac: s weNn e NS omeNELe @S et N idn o= ey
were communicators or they were supposed to be
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communicators, like I told you this guy here and
others, but you remember when we had the discussion
with Bob Blankenship and so forth...

@ Yes.

A ke v uis == sarh e d o avieR SEOR G @
think at that time we drew nine dollars per diem.

) Yes.
A Which was supposedly big money.

But they wanted to get away from base and go out
and do that and they thought that was fun, but
seriously, they couldn't ever communicate from once you
got on the other side of the hills, in Roswell and all
that.

Well, during the time they were flying, we were
mevingrand welcould ineEdcommuniicatedbecase alilye ==
we had whips and they were not very efficient, they
were not very good. So when we would stop and so
IE@LEIE Il -

Then of course later on, neitron Ehese Flights WouL
later on,"we would step half-way gt == L'dyelimbs upg a
tree and put an antenna up and talk back to them. We'd
get to Roswell. We'd climb up the tower that had the
ic@nseneabeet LILGaic e o

O& (Affirmative response)

A ...and string up a wire and talk back to
Roswell, I mean back to Holloman and that's why Bob
picked myself and Louis Wacker quite a blt because he
knew that if he and I went out, we would get
communications for them folks.

So on that morning, on that flight, I know they
had been up several times before on other flights. On
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that flight 1t was golng at night and they were
concerned about 1t but they said we could talk to them
and we could see them with their flares. So I think
they had -- and I don't know 1f the picture here
depicts 1it, 1f they had a..

O There's another one here.

A: I'm not sure what that 1s right there?
@ Ulai—lanslal

A I's that a handy? That's almost like a hand-
held handy-talkie or something like that. I'm not
positive about that but I think they had something.
know definitely. I'm almost positive that we could
Ea e E@NE  eniie:

@ (Affirmative response)

A: - BUESiENEaniliE Sswe dr St oS Ehats ALl TS lknew s
we followed them all night with their flares and then
1t started getting daylight. I took some slides. I
took about three or tour, yes, I took three pictures
and you have coples of those.

QO Getting back to what we were saying is that
you took one on the day...

A I took three photographs on the date of the
flight, on the date of the incident.

Gl Okay.

A I took three photographs of that and it was
just beginning to get daylight and Captain Kittinger
set down 1n an open field. We drove right up to him
Aneag we diselssed == hefwas —= [ was JUust a young treoep
sergeant. I sure didn't have no authority or
responsibility basically other than to watch
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communications and he -- there was myself and Louis
Wacker and the recovery team...

Q: SeoNtENWa s s
A: ...CLwo people from the recovery team.

Two COM guys, yourself and Louls Wacker?

S
And then two or more recovery people?

You bet. And they were in a weapons carrier.

GE They were in a weapons carrier, okay.

A: We drove up to them. They offered us a cup a
coffee from a thermos. We each had a sip or so and he
says he's going to make one more ascent and then land
and then that would be 1t for the flight. We said,
fine and dandy. And we drove off, away from the
palloon, he ascended and it doesn't seem like we had
gone ten minutes, 1f that long, and we had -- we didn't
see the balloon any more right over us or something
like that, but we heard a bang and that was the scrip
exploded.

Q= Yes.

A Captain Kittinger detonated the scrip so we
hurried and drove over to where we thought it was and
what we saw —-- of course, there was a field there and
1t was a corn field that had just been recently cut.
We drowve 1n there through the gate®ef ‘Ehat corn ficld.

I remember there was a gate there. We opened it up
and drove on 1n there. The gondola was laying tipped
over, on the side, like that.

Qi+ Okay.
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A: And there was a helmet laying down on the
ground and 1t was all shattered in the front. One of
the captains was laying there and he was bruised and
eheresweash bl godteonihma S eapEa 1N KitEtincger jdas
recall, had a couple scratches here and there, nothing
major.

We asked what happened and Captain Kittinger said
that he made a decision to blow the scrip and he showed
us, and I can vividly remember him turning around and
saying, "See the power limes? I was €oming in. I
thought I could come 1n." There were power lines. 1If
I came right behind them, and there was a big row of
trees, almest like out in Ethe mid-west or ‘Up north,
Minnesota and places like that.

O Windbreakers?
A: Where you had windbreakers, you know?
@ Yes.

A: S@, he “saifd "I thought L could 'come "in and
land but between thilis poplar in here and I started
coming 1in and when T got into.it, [ knew I ‘couldmn't."

I thought he said when he was about 200 feet off the
ground,hesdecided o just bliew thetiscrip, hopingsthat
the chute would catch him. And, of course, the chute
didn't catch them and they came down and dumped and hit
and the baggage turned over, and 1t threw them all out
and that's when the captain hit his head and luckily he
wore his helmet. Because 1f he hadn't worn the helmet,
he would have been dead. I'm convinced of that.

(@) SO the helmet saved his 1ife?

A: You bet you, as far as I'm concerned. I
don't know. Because I couldn't believe that helmet was
cracked like that. Anyway, 1t was shortly thereafter,
I feel relatively positive about this, that we were the
first ones on the scene. We were there before any
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helicopter was there or anybody else was there because
we had just talked to them, eight to ten or something
like that, and boy, when we didn't see them, we drove
over and we knew there was an area there where you
could see all the trees. He must be over there so we
drove over and there he was in a field, of course. So
shortly thereafter, the helicopter set down, it loaded
el peopilicip

@ Okay.

A: . ..and drove them to Walker. We picked up
some stuff and we drove 1t to Walker and I don't —-- T
just don't know what we went to Walker for. I know we
went to Walker and we drove up to the hospital and we
Sae Senerenbor fail1 Uik e S bt i gue s st i Swia s oS maybe
find out what the status was and we gave some -- maybe
some personal 1tems that had fallen out of the —-- or
whatever. And I think we used the telephone and we
called back to Holloman and we talked to the control
center and I sure wish those records were awvailable. I
canneit el ieveswe Seanl c =" that Sthey don' thavelt heosc.

O)E Yes.

A: But anyway, that was the chain of events. We
adid nok
—— To my recollection, we helped roll up the chute. We
gathered up the thing and we, all four of us, loaded
that stuff onto the weapons carrier.

@z Loaded the gondola and the chute?

A: The gondola, the chute onto the weapons
carrier. Now the balloon, I cannot remember what
happened to the balloon. It didn't come down right
there, of course.

Qs Where about? You said you went over to
Walker. How far do you think you were from Walker when
this crash happened?
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A: Oh, 1n our vehiele, 1t deesn't seem like it
was more than 15 or 20 minutes. That's my recollection
of 1t but I mean timewise I could be wrong. A lot of
things happened and I sure wish I could remember some
of them 1n more detail but at that time it was just
anether M tliighieNandsaSaguys EhaENee t InwE rolllichandiknew
that he had to something and Captain Kittinger made a
decision to go the way he did and it was unfortunate
ERhat EhilisHeone gty ger, e Masili e el lbht,:

@ SO you went over, the gondola was on its
side, and they were kind of collecting themselves? One
guy was 1njured?

(Affirmative response)

Then you say not too much longer a helicopter

(Affirmative response)
Similar to a H-217

A: Yes.

0 Came down and then they got on board of the
helicopter?

A: We got them on board the helicopter and they
Fllew st railght tel Walker ol thie hospitall S i aguess, Lo
wherever. They landed him on the pad there or what
have you but that's what happened. All I know is we
went over -- maybe we got there -- we actually arrived
to Walker a couple of hours later. Something like
that. An hour and a half, two hours later, we actually
arrived at Walker. This was after we policed and got
the gondola loaded in the weapons carrier, the
parachute rolled up and loaded in there, the weapons
carrier And the balloon, I'm sure we had to pick that
up.  IrdentEsremenmber pilecking e up.
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B Okay. Do you remember now when you got to
Walker, do you remember where you parked the ambulance?

A: NoO.

Q' You say you went to the hospital?

Ac: No, I sure don't. It seemed to me —-- now
both of us, the weapons carrier -- yes, I'm trying to
think of that and 1t seemed to me that both of us drove
on over there and parked by the -- there was a
sidewalk. I think there was a ramp. And there was
parking over there and I think we just parked right
here, the two of us, parked right there.

We did whatever we did and it didn't -- we did
nothing that really impressed me as to what we did,
that was outstanding. And like I said I'd only been 1n
the balloon branch two months at that time, so I don't
know what was going on other than the fact that, you
know, that the one pileot got hurt. It seems that, and
I wish I could remember the recovery people, but they,
I think they talked to Captain Kittinger.

(ENDEGF  STEBE)
A: s oG hiaENca v s el

Q- What can you tell me, you have that
photograph and actually you have one more which shows
the back of the ambulance. 1In fact 1t shows you
sitting i1n it. What do you remember about the setting
up or how that got converted?

A: Okay, well they had these ambulances made 1n
some form or fashion before I got there. The only
problem 1s that, like I said, they had a bunch of
people whe —— out wof 16, the section. had 16 peoeple iIn
1t and the level of expertise was not very deep.
Consequently, guys would go out there, unfortunately,
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and string anything up and would throw a tire jack out
in the field, take from the side -- on back of the HF
you would probably see there that there was a hole that
Wens  EnreoughithereSancdSvioulcolldi runS ol r R ENo1EWaTd
they would tle the one on to the jack and try to
communicate and half of the time they couldn't
communicate and then we added a command unit.

Anyway, what happened was that these things were
not very relilable and so Louls Wacker and myself, we
took and we fixed the first one and then we fixed two
more like 1t. We had a total of three. And at that
time the call sign was sea deep.

D) What was 1t?

A: sealr wwes, S=E=0,1 D=E=E=RP S sealideep. " esi.
Q: For the ambulance?

A Nelll S nekE seriivEgrchctambilanee s alllser for
this here. This here happens to be an instrumentation
truck.

Q: Okay. Yes, a big picture of that.
A But later we had —-- 1t might be 1n here.
@ He told me 1t was here.

A Yes. o New this ‘here 1s our COM,» yes. = And now
there we had, of course, UHF and other -- here we had
ol big VMC=6l0Scransmitiers in' there.  We had R—590
recelivers. We had command units. The whole nine —-
that was basically when we went to a launch site, like
Truth or Consegquences or Roswell, or wherever we went
remote, to launch, we would take this wvan. And we
would have poles that we would lug too, TV poles we
could extend out, you know, about 30 feet and we'd hang
the di-pole antennas between them and all that.




JORGESON - 5/28/95

We put roughly 500 watts into those things and we
would talk back to the base for all our communications,
how much heat they would get pre-lift and all that kind
oF sstuk s "That ‘was, all "done there. ' S We Never or
seldom took an ambulance to the launch site. We might
at Holloman because there we didn't need the power. We
were siltting right underneath the runway out here and
welre ta lkkings rightsbaek tolthe “building.

G sure.

A: Okay? But i1n the field of recovery, wherever
we went, we took these ambulances. Now that went out
chough™ “ns OG0 .. "We Ll Swhat s this date™on Ehis
pilicture?

@ It Elaaliele wesie s o V9. Se. - Le0l. - e e leeheel 5@

A: SHLRIEN
Ok S Ve

A Anyway, the ambulance came about when I got
there they had three of these ambulances and they had
one COM wvan like this and they had one instrumentation
van like that. And in the COM wvan that was there,
Loulis Wacker and myself, we started re-wiring these
things and cabled them and laced them up and everything
else and still i1t's not near as -- well, as you can
see, we ran the cabling up and taped it and all along
here. Before, 1t was just a wire maze. It really was.

And they, you know, they just couldn't talk anywhere.
And we took these things all over Arizona, all over
New Mexico, all over Texas. And it had HF in 1t so we
could talk back to base on HF, which we did. We could

command the balloon on HF, which we did.

We had a command control unit to actually control
the balloon. We had a UHF set. We had VHF and we had
what they call an NR-6 which was a direction finder
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which was the same thing the aircraft used. In fact,
1t was an ailrcraft unit that was put in there for a DF
set. So we made those things. They were there when T

came there, they were just not 1n the shape they were
in later.

s SO a standard ambulance that was belng used
fer SEransperting paticentstanaSshanegs, 1t welilid e ol
cesilesliliny Elas Seune gt dlie wweiileinie IaehvuE s elowtebisdlyg . alis
wouldn't have all the electronic gear?

A: Not wath all “that gear idn dt: That''s: exaerly
IEALEnlE -

OF It would just have two plain areas for laying
patients. ..

A: You bet.

OF- ...two on each side.
(Affirmative response)
L1ke a bunk bed arrangement?

A: Yes, you bet.

O SO 1f you looked in the back of the
ambulance, you'd see two bunk beds? You wouldn't see,
other than your specialized converted ambulance, you
wouldn't see all that electronic gear?

A It wouldn't have anything like that. It
would be a standard, every day, World War II, Korean
ambulance. That's right.

@ Now one of the things, this particular person
who claims to have seen an ambulance at the Walker
Hospital, he talks about these two, I don't know what

petter way to call them, panels. These two panels
e e
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A: Yes?

O He described them as being blue, some kind of
blue canoe. So we can see by this picture that these
were palnted Alr Force blue and they appear to be 1in
that picture too. And, of course, there's writing
derosshcren

Did you have any other writing back there?
Someone describes there being some kind of foreign

writing.
A No.

@i YaE -, EEhn S 5 o

A Periodically, you might hang a piece of tape
up there and write —-—- make a note or something on there
but there was no

== neo s ithat s standanrds » That st he sway ittt ya s

O These are blue ambulances and so I assume
that the lettering was yellow? It looks like from the
pleture. . .

A: Yes.

OF- ...you can tell that the lettering was
vellow. Let's see. You had electronic gear 1n the
back and you had whip antennas on 1t and you can see
from the one picture that you guys spray palinted or
palnted over where the red cross was.

A: I guess the motor pool did that. We didn't.
We sure didn't. But I know we had the motor pool
palnt these things blue and they put all new writing on
there and the whole top of the van was yellow, the
ambulance was yellow, 1t had a special rack on top of
1t for all the antennas.
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And then 1t had a big number on the roof that the
alrEEnalc
== Sl whenswe were ‘olthon recovery, theyvieould tell
what vehilcle we were. And also the weapons carrier
that we went along with that actually was the recovery
people, the top of theilr vehicle was painted yellow
also and they had a number on there so they could --
the aircraft could always see who was in the field.

Ok SO getting back to the Walker Hospital there.
There have been charges that a redheaded captain made
semendisrespect il commnent ¥t o cinvitiian st Nl dS ot dve
any knowledge, did you see a redheaded captain being

disrespectful to anyone while you were there?

A No. There was a redheaded captailin on the
flight all right. That was Captain Kittinger and...

0 Was his hair like brownish-red or was it
prilghc  redbeort.y.

A Brownish=red Niswiolu lld Ssayandy pret vy thiclk.
Q5 Definitely red?

A: Yes, definitely red. But I never saw him
make any kind -- even after the flight, he was calm,
cool, and collected. He told us why he had crashed.
mean he made the choice, from what he told us, and we
turned around and saw 1t, verified everything he'd
sald, and, boom, that was it. You know. He was sure
not upset 1n there.

He might have been personally upset that the other
captain got hurt but that's, you know, that comes with
the territory of the job, I guess. You know? But, no,
I never saw any commotion at the hospital or anything
else. And like I mentioned to you earlier, this is
1947, that they are saying, Captain Kittinger wasn't
even 1n the service in 1947, and this is '59.
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et s e ghites s He Swia s s EnlEasimni hiilghiisic ool

A Somebody has got thelr wilres crossed on this
LY -

@) While you were there at the hospital, 1T
assume you didn't, but I'll just ask you, did you have
any centact with anyinurses or see any nurses?

Ac: No, we walted outside, didn't even go 1nside.
@ Did you see...

IE chie meEw.

Did you see any other ambulances there?
A: No.

Q= Okay. Did you see anything that looked like
a hearse?

A: NO.

O Okay. Did you see anybody that would have
looked like they were a morticilian, a civilian?

A I didn't see anything. I didn't pay 1t any
attention. We sat out there. We parked our vehicle
and I think we were by the ramp, sidewalk area there.
And part of the time we were over by our vehicle and 1T
didn't see anything. I think Captain Kittlinger came
out one time and salid something to one of the guys 1n
recovery or one of the people. It might have been to
the chopper pilot or one of our people but I just can't
remember that. And after we had done whatever we went
there to do, whether 1t was to glve them something they
had left behind, or tell them everything was cleaned
up, and make our phone call back to Holloman, saying
that the site 1s secured and we're ready to come back.
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Thal's T basicallilhaialll e b iwe e Tt lic EetaN [ e v dm bt s e e
anything.

@ Sor vou guys got back on your cenverted
ZIOBULEIICIE ¢ &

A: And drove home.
@) T o -andChien. o @ ikay
A Thak was 1t. Ihat was the endef Sthe Elight.,

And I wished that -- if this was going to be like
this, I sure wish I had taken a lot more pictures of

1T.

Well, 1it's great that you took those that you

And wrote a lot of numbers...
That's great that you took the ones that you
Now getting into another area, slnce you Were

there in the balloon branch after this incident, did
youl hawve ocecasion to ge ©n recoveriles of Sarions

payloads?
A Many.
Q) Many recoverles?

A Many.

Q) Okay. Let me ask you just a few gquestions
apeut chak.

A: Probably a hundred.

Q: Okay, okay. On your various COUES?
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A We normally launched, 1n those days, about a
aundredStfiinght salvear S Reoughly, S vous know, anywhe re
BErEemE O EcNICI0NET dis i nilta=cr e ove s AN el Oult=lc I o s c R Te it
down to 35 or 40 people, that number became, in '66,
about 70 or 75 flights, worked a lot of long -- vyes, I
went on a lot of recoveries.

@ SO when you went to work, would it be similar
Lo the way you sald this mission went? Would they send
yousleut ansthel faeld and say, "ekay, " thercells dgoing) tof be
a2 balloon coming over and would they help you to get to
ECCOVEerE It

A: Yes. The normal procedure, we have several
KinessokESrecover tes, "blut the normal procedure Tfor
recovery 1s, 1f we launch from Holloman, then we would,
depending on how strong the winds were, how long the
tlight was golng to be, and Mr. Gildenburg and his
meteorology people would tell us that, if we knew we
were going to launch, that this time it was definitely

golng to come from here to Hobbs, for instance, we
would send recovery, or we, later on 1t was a we, but
then, back then, it was they would send recovery and
maylbe to either Artesia or Roswell and wait there.  You
would then...

@ Where would you wait?

A: At the Reswell VAo rport, Artesia Alrport, at
the armory, by a cafe where we'd have coffee or
something like that. We'd call back, anywhere.

Later on, we were definitely where we could --
these guys had gotten so dependent of going and picking
up AT&T to phone and call them back. Well, when we
started proving to them that we could communicate from
these ambulances, converted ambulances, I should say,
then we would just -- wherever we found a good spot, we
would tell recovery, "Hey, we're going to stop at the
airport 1n Artesia, we're going to stop there."
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We could go 1in and have a cup -- well, we knew all
them people then. See, we had been coming over so
regular, going to shoot the bull with them, have a cup
of coffee, we'd set up the antennas, climb up the
Cewenr, where Ehe rotating beacon i1s and we'dicall back
at control because the control center would be manned,
natura iy SSback then. S They weuld lbe ‘controlliing  the
palloon.

We would then have a radio check and go. So
Ehat shonelwayswel could dor it ¥in. | And  Ehent e twoulid
say, "Okay, we see the balloon coming up now."

Recovery would have their theodolite set up and they
would be glving us, the COM people, the readings of the
theodolite. We would give the readings to control over
cue N HENr ad 1@

@) Okay, that's that.

A: Ckayves s New Vit s eovenrnsiusticsolfar, isol we would
get 1nto pesitien. If we're at Artesia and we see’it
coming up over the mountains there, we would give it to
them. Then we'd give them to them maybe 100 miles out
Co the east and we'd button everything up and we'd get
1n our vehicle and we'd drive to Hobbs or Midland or
wherever 1t was golng to be at, it was going to be.

Meanwhlle, there would also be a chase plane
overhead and we would be talking to the chase plane.
And we would, of course, have our DF set on so when we
were 1n motion, we could still get a DF reading on it
1f we lost sight of the balloon, visually.

Then we could -- or we could always ask the
ailceratt S NIoSv ol hawvera visualen the ballllocon 2l

"Yes, we have it."

”Okay ) "

So that's how we did it. That day and many other
days though, the winds aloft were not very strong
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pecause the balloon didn't go probably over eight to
tens theousand® teek, " 1 FchatNhight S Because 1L wa's
sErlctly leow Feveli== it Mwac st o seraim st hic pi gt sShowtiee
take off and land and how to use the valve and how to
dump thet ballliastvand salitefstthakl., S TRhat's whathpart ot
the whole training was for. So they didn't go very
high. Consequently, there was not a whole lot of wind
so we had no trouble taking off when they launched,
keeping up with them on the ground, and watching them
g ehe neiiliae e samncMallil SEh ol < U E RIS ORI SR s il

QF SO on some of these scientific payloads that
Ehey we re llalinchitngiididiviou e Noceasieon tor §on IinEo

the area near Roswell for recovery?

A: sure.

O Like would you say regularly or...

A: Well, we launched -- yes, we stayed -- we'd
go to the armory and stay there and take a shower there
anlotti o times when Swelwe re ol ons cceovery . BTy
would say, "Okay, we're going to have a flight and we
want you to stay half-way in, okay?" We would pick
Roswell or we would pick Artesia or something like that
and we would stay there, get a motel, or if we didn't
have time for that, we would then just hang around --
we'd put our antenna up and talk back to them at the
armory. I know many times when they hoisted their
flag, they hoisted our antenna with it. We'd talk back
and then use their armory and take a shower and what
have you. So we did that many, many times, all over
Texas, all over 1in New Mexico, all over Arizona. 1've
been 1n these vans right here.

Now, about '63, '64, we didn't know -- maybe '65,
we stopped using these ambulances. We used those big
COM vans then but not even these. Remember the white
ones I showed yvou with the...

) Yes.
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A: We used those. But then we knew they were
going to launch from here and, boy, they would be goilng
all the way to maybe Tex-Arkana or Georgla or something
like that. We would place someone outside Fort Worth
and Tex—-Arkana, close enough so we could use the Fort
Worth-Dallas Airports because they were real touchy
about the balloon flying 1n their ailrspace. And we
could command from there and then we'd have another one
down in Marietta, Georgia, likewlise we'd have them 1in
Tucson, we'd have them at Yuma and so we, you know,
we'd been all over that way.

0% Sl it iUt reNsEandingie iy A lle B s S nis e S a8
iElss asbalilgon that Ush going  to o overinte wheheastesor
the Sacramento mountalns or whatever...

A: (Affirmative response)

@k ...S80 you're standing by, waiting, and then
the balloon comes and then the tracking ailircraft give
you some 1nstructlions
-— like how long would the payload come down by
parachute and then the balloon would come down on 1ts
own?

(Affirmative response)
@ So how long would 1t take you from the time

IEN I Ethe gronnd unt i o guzst get Ehere SEoNSEa i
working with 1t?

A You know, 1t all depends on how far away you
are rand hewsmuch —— it s out in theymidedl e ©oftthe
boonies. The ailircraft never told us what to do other
than when, if we wanted to relay some 1nformation back
andefeorehorNcon treoiNecoulidn t Nge e an ol dNeoi s A E ey
could get a hold of the aircraft and the aircraft would
relay 1t to us. Okay?
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But once we terminated, we would either tell the
alrcraft, or 1f they couldn't copy control, because
they had the same links 1n the aircraft, they had HF,
VH and all that stuff in the aircraft so they shouldn't
have been tuned to the same thing. But we would tell
them, okay, ten minutes to cut down. If the balloon
was at 70, 80, 90, 100 thousand feet, cut, because the
balloon flies skyward.

Well, when you go 1nto command sequence, you
terminate. It takes about a minute and a half, you go
through —-- this 1s 1n the later years, not in the early
vears back then, but once you terminate, you hit the
command, terminate, and you don't just blow right then.

You start the valve opening, 1f you haven't done it
already first. And 1t takes about 18, 20 seconds for
the wvalve to open and then you can drop ballast, you
can) turnrcameras., Yeou jcan de a et efEhingss that
would be tied 1n with the command, termination.

Anyway, once you terminate, of course you blow the
scrip between the bottom of the balloon to the top of
the parachute. The balloon flies off somewhere and
1it's got rip handles in both sides of the balloons, two
little rip handles with strings 1nside the balloon.

The other panel comes through the bottom of the balloon
and then 1t's tied on to our chute.

So now when you fire that cannon —- actually
there's two scrips up there, then you pull the load
awaye freom Lt and S iEs pultlissSEhat i siEring, LS suppesced NEo
rip those panels. The valve 1s already opened but 1t
st shoots skywardeandthen,  of course, it s Lowly
tumbles and 1t comes down. And 1t's golng to be the
parachute coming down, naturally, 1n most times.

O: So how would 1t look when 1t started coming
down? Would you just see this thing falling out of the
sky?
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Yourtdisiusits e cN AN oila Ehiingi E el ne el tNe RN E hic

It would be like, what? White?
Yes, 1t's whitish beecause that's...
And 1t's 1n free fall?

A: It's 1n free fall, period.

@)= And these balloons were —-- some of them were
uptteormil lieons, Sa st el saiie .=

A: Yes.
Qe - enat JLIL TSRS ©nE . @llonie IPEEE -

A Ye syabies b aiicsiiwh vl ol cntie it = e 1icas fils =
anywhere. You pilicture where you cut. Number one, we
didn't want to cut over some water or something so we
couldn't get to the package. We wouldn't want to cut
1t —— 1n fact, we couldn't fly over town here. We had
Een £ Ly Vol kniow, Seuth S of*E oWl

@ SO Ehien weuldiveun try to ‘el ikt 'near a2 road
for tik Eabe teasilcitl for  voul glys. to get 11?2

A: Ssure. Duke would say, okay, we know where
the balloon 1s at now, because we would have it on the
radar plotting board up there in the control center, if
we had radar on 1t, depending on how far away it was,
orEsweswollldEakel thieStrianglillar posiEleons SErem: ole BDES
that we told you about. And, okay, the balloon was
here and know the altitude and Duke would say I know
the jet stream here, here, and he would know all the
wind falls. He would take it there, a composite of it
every Een, maybe ten tor 5 itheusand = fivie “fen, 15  Svel
know, like that of what the wind layout was and
directions. So he would figure out the chute drift,
okay?
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(Affirmative response)

A: SO, okay, we know we're here and the balloon
1s going to drift 20 miles to the south, south-east
Lrom - nere. s Okay? S Hey, “recovery 15 going tonbe here,
guys. Head for that area.

@ SO you had two places, you had to pick up
your payiload and veu'had te pick up yvour balloon?

A flaenz el g iteleie. - Wagie Vs wiaw I Seubel T il e
took longer for us to get to the hospital. And I
canneoENEemenpe rigerngietie, i speeifieal iy on s that  Elight
and picking that balloon up. I just can't remember.
I've been on so many of them but I don't recall the
palloon laying right there in that field. It could
have, I just don't remember it because it was only 200
feet up but still when you eut it, that balleoon.is
golng to go.

O sure.

A: Buie S veouNlkenew S ditdi N ancdEhelne <ttt iela
over? I can't remember that.

Q: Now, when you would get to the recovery site
for the balloon or for the payload, would there
sometimes be maybe a civilian there, a rancher who
maypbe saw 1t and was coming over to see what the heck
1t was?

A: Ssure. You bet you. We always told them.

Dk And you would tell them.

A If they wanted the balloon, we'd give them
the balloon.

GF- Okay.
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That way we didn't have to haul 1t back.

@) So would they be surprised? Would they be
just wondering what the heck 1t 1s?

A: Yes, and we said 1f there's any damage to
your property, we would give them a telephone number
and they could call Holloman Alr Force Base and talk to
the appropriate people and they would make sure they
would get somebody over there to look at the damage and
compensate them for 1t.

Q)¢ In the project you were working with, was
there ever any reason to like have armed guards or...

A Well, yes, there was a couple where we had
guards. As a matter of fact it was on Captaln
Ktk &t iinger Ys N flilghiE SENEUENE e vilve i eNloe  altiSelsEliaitae SIEe
keep all of the public and all the media away from 1it.

@ Il vel scenritintarmerie:
A: Okay.
0% Yes.

At Now we had that down at Tularosa when we
launched one time from down there because there might
have been an AP or two or three out there.

That was just to keep people away a distance so
they wouldn't get entangled in our balloons, 1n our
instrumentation and all our communications and all that
stuff. We flew many secret missions or highly
classified missions out there and we never had any —- 1
don't remember any guards on that.

D Coming on Becoveries:

A: No, never. I don't ever remember any on
recovery.
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Q: When something came down in somebody's field,
did you ever have the payload and not the parachute

malfunction? You know, the payload hit the ground
Rlare.

A Well, yes, but they had to have a —-- because
one time, you know, one came down in a guy's front
yvard, hit part of the roof, and that was in Roswell --
no, not Roswell, excuse me, the Fort Worth, Dallas area
and everybody 1n the whole neighborhood came in and the
next thing they came out with bottles of champagne,
they made a ‘blg party ©of 1.

O Now that was a secret mission, wasn't 1t?

A: I think so. It was part of a NASA type
thing. Oh, you'wve heard about that one?

@Ik Yes, yes. Duke Gildenberg told me.

A: Oh, okay. I remember that basically but that
was over around the Fort Worth, Dallas area.

@ He seemed to remember armed guards on that
one. He said that 1t was a touchy project and they
collected...

A: I don't know. It may have been just to keep
EhcNpeopiiedtherestromat ak inaianythineg ST Ndon ! tllcnow:.
It could have been. I have no idea.

Qi SO when you went out on these recoveries
elither near Roswell or anywhere, did you have orders to
collect up as much of the material as possible? Was
chatantinstruction?

A On, sure. The instructieons werer that, "you
know, hey, here's our gondola and here's the balloon
and the chute, get all of 1t and come back.
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Q: SO0 you would kind of maybe if necessary...

(Te lephone rings)
A: ShelisEgornastoNge it it hic o

Q) Okay. The guys would fan out maybe and pick
up this stuff, like, you know, go out there and go out
areundNass el dN anidi e el @

A Heck, normally there would only be four
people.

@ And you were all...
A: Normally there would only be four people.
@k And you were all wearing...

A: All wearing our fatigues and we're all
driving out to payload with the loaders -- yes, here it
1s. We'd disconnect and the COM guys who normally went
on recovery like that were basically through
communicating now other than with the airplane.

We were not talking back to the base any more per
se.  Welditurn up the gain on oUur radio, leave the door
open 1in our vehicle. We'd be out there helping to roll
up the chute, the antennas and manhandling the various
gondolas 1nto the little weapons carrier bed and tying
1t all down. And when we're all tied down, we'd look
around, we'd clean up the area to make sure that we
didn't destroy anything or leave any trash or junk for
Ehe Ayou know, areound.  And then we'd tell the
alrcraft, "Okay, we're done with it, direct us now to
the balloon," and they would direct us then to the
palloon and we'd go pick up the balloon.

And 1f there was a farmer around that came over,
"Would you like the balloon to cover your hay?" Or
something like that. If he wanted it, we gave it. If
not, there are a lot of times, we would just dig a big
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ravine —-- 1f there was a ravine there or something like
that, we would dig down and throw the balloon in and
cover 1t up and go. But that was not too often. We
would do that but we wouldn't want to leave 1t around
so the cows could start eating 1t and get sick and all
IEIAEIE ¢

@5 That's what Duke said.

A: Because that did happen. ' I think somebody
claimed that once or twice. But that was basically it.

On recovery, the sole purpose was to not leave
Jjunk all over the desert, whatever we flew, normally
stayed all there together and that was it.

We launched one, one time, the (1naudible) that I
told you about. He and I, we launched a balloon from
here —-- 1t was over -- somewhere over 1n here and we,
he and I, flew 1n a 123 and we tried to get recovery 1n
thati night. U They hadl their speotlightstand @il scthat and
we could not get them to the right ravine. There were
a lot of ravines there and they couldn't get to 1it.

SO we came back and we got back to Holloman about
midnight and we both got back and they said, "0le?" 1
was on status at the time, I got up, okay, I guess I
got to bed about two, something like that after we went
up to the control center and briefed them and all that.

Ands EhenSwercamevbaeclk vand ) they ied il ecd mel Uprat 9 : 30«
I was at the flight ops at si1x and we told them

—— they went out there —= I flew right to the package
there. I was the only observer on board. It was a
helicopter. Well, we can't stay here. We're just
dropping you off here to look around a little bit.

I said but wait a minute, you'wve got a guide
recovery 1n here. That's the sole purpose of this.
Well, we ain't got time. So I says, then drop me oftf
right at the package. Now they dropped me off at the
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package. There was a farmhouse down, oh, maybe a mile.

I could see the farmhouse. And I told the pilots,
when you fly back, fly back over this road because
recovery isigolng e bebionthutsiroad S Rigd s | Ss=aid
listen to them on this frequency and tell them to go
down to this farmhouse and then come over and I'll talk
to them on my hand-held. And that's what they did and
wWel got rlght Eo k.

In fact, the two farmers came up there while I was
just standing there and I started rolling up the
parachutes and getting everything squared away,
shutting the packages off, because 1t was still
running.

You could hear the motors scratch and all that
running and here comes this pickup. I opened up the
fence. I see him pick up something and, wham. I
didn't think nothing more about it. And he killed this
old rattlesnake, man. I'd been messing with the
parachute, they could have been crawling under there
all night, you know.

(Laughter)

And here they just hung i1t over a fence post. ITC
must have been two and half or three feet on either
side of that fence post. I was on my way out.

oF Do you remember making recoveries, you talked
about some near Roswell, 1n the area of Roswell. Do
you remember making any over on the west side there up
near Truth or Conseguences?

A That's over here. TOC 1s over here.

() (Affirmative response)

A Yes, we made many over 1n TOC.

Bl How about up north of TOC?
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A We had. ..

Q: Do you remember golng up near Magdalena or
any of that area?

A Neot a whole leot. We launched from north. We
launched way up, down here by Tularesa and Seguoia up
1n that area. We launched some balloons from there.

Qs YeouNRaidSalieNo ENllaune i N Eenmet e Nillaunceh
sites. . .

A: Yes.

@ . . .because some of those targets, you guys

A: e Ayenldisl tallll e o . -

@ ...outTon the range.  Yes, vou had launched
allESdpRareund st hc S ltliaros st oasiin: up lthere?

A: You bet. Especially on base, we would --
what they call a pole lion road out here. Maybe Duke
told you those stories? They would tell launch crews
Lo go down, go out there and get —- oh, hang on. No,
go drive down that road 20 miles and set up and launch
another one.

They were basically small balloons though, it
wouldn't take a whole lot of work to launch them and in
those days the i1nstrumentation was not very
sophisticated and basically they had -- you could open
a valve and you could terminate it and not a whole lot
more. But that was 1n those days.

Q: Another mission I want to ask you about was
the Viking mission?

BLs You bet.
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Q¢ Were you on those?
A: (Affirmative response)
@ That was 1n the summer? When was that?
A: In 1972. I was 1in charge of the
communication/instrumentation section and I launched
Ehirceelo Bt Hol o s HlaanE s Siva sia T e NSl e =
Roswell.
Q) SO they launched from Roswell.
You bet. At the ailrport.
At the Roswell Industrial Air Center?
Yous bel .

Which was Roswell Army Air Field?

Yes, I guess.

Walker Air Force Base many years ago-?

Yes.

Okay. You were 1in the COM? You were the

A: No, at that time there was instrumentation
and communications.

DIk Okay.

A: So I was 1n charge of the instrumentation and
I had -- 1t was all one shop now and I had dedicated
two people to 1t. We had one of those big, white wvans
that I showed you. And I personally headed up the
whole thing, i1nstrumentation and communications and I
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would just have people out there. But it was actually
very hands—on. It wasn't just walking around.

O You loaned me some slides of some of that, of
Ehesirk ing i Programs?

A: YouNbe TR ig et SN M I nNence o twe oL

@ Those were pretty odd leoking wehicles?

A: Some people could say that looks like a
flying saucer and I wouldn't be surprised if they took
1947 and started using...

(END @F  SIDE)

@) You said you were based -- that the balloon
launches of the probe took place at the Roswell
Industrial Alr Center which was...

A: You bet.

@]~ . ..Walker Alr Force Base and Roswell Army Air

A: Right.

O Do you remember when you went there, did you
go TDY there?

A HEE -
QI8 Or did you come home every night?
A: No, no. We basically took our whole

instrumentation shop and we took and made a lab over at
the airport.

Qi You did? Do you remember, like, were you in
e hanaarsoiiglic Tnoon: St
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A: We were 1n one of the buildings that had a
bilg hangar attached on o 1L, yes.

Q% Olizaiia  SE ol o

A We were there and NASA was there. We shared
that hangar.

(@ What did they do with the -- you shared the
hanger?

A: Yes. Remember I told you we had a big COM
van? That was parked out front 1n a big roped off area
and that's where we had the communication van set up
with all our antennas strung up and everything else.
But then we had a complete room, a huge room, I guess
1t was about the size of this whole area, with actual
tables all around and we did our 1nstrumentation, buillt
up, we charged all the batteries for the flight,

everything in that roem. wseswe ‘teook parthof eour "sheop
and physically moved what we needed to set up another
shop there for the duration.

O So how many guys? As far as the Ailr Force
people go, was 1t just people from the balloon branch?

A: You bet.
Q) How many guys would you say?

A: That would vary. I had four from Holloman,
four 1nstrumentation people. There was normally -—--
ves, there would be -- I had 1t set up, 1n fact, I ran
into a little bit of a hassle and think you maybe
remember. Well, I won't put that on the tape...

(haughkEer)

. ..but anyway that's another thing...
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@ So over 1n Roswell when you guys were TDY
over there that summer there 1n 1972, how many
military, would you say, were participating? You said
ValtiSnacds folinNEEE MmN

A Yes, but one of those four was a civilian but
hewwasy Ehe enlly civaliiian 10 oUESsSheop, sSorls=9 0

Ol So then were there some other, like, the
launch?

A: Then we had the whole launch crew, of course,
and there were probably, oh, 20, maybe 20 people.

@ Do you remember where NASA stored? What did
they do with the equipment? Do you remember the
aetual, they eall 1t the aeroeshell?

A: e S

@) Do you remember 1t coming 1n?

A Yes, 1t was in a hangar.

Q: How did they bring it in? Did they bring 1t
LA @Rl 2 Eeliels eiE s o -

A: Gosh, I never did see that. I don't know.

@5 Now where did they store 1t, like when they
were preparing 1t for flight and...

A: I had some -- wasn't that 1n these? Yes, 1n
these shots that I showed you that I had here. Okay,
here's a frame right there. That's the frame that they
—— Thalt ‘was 1nside the hangar. That shot 18 1nside the
hangar and that's a blig frame that they hung the
gondola on. And then we would open up the big double
doors and we would have the crane and all.
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Did you see a movlie on that? Because that movie
showed 1t. It showed the hangar. It showed the big
crane. Did you see the picture 1n there hangilng on the
wall?

@8 Yes.

A And with that big crane? We would just have
that outside. We'd just pull 1t all out and set 1t
there. And they had a big white van right next to
that. We launched pretty close to...

O Getting a vehicle ready for flight, they...

A: That was all done 1n the hangar. And 1t was
sitting 1n the hangar until the day we launched 1t.

@)= Okay. Was there any securlty around for
that, that you can remember?

A Yes, but I think 1t was our people that
pulled security. Gosh, I think 1t was the launch crew
people that pulled security.

Q: Were they armed?

A: No. We never had any arms, never had any
arms. At least I have never seen any arms 1n all the
vears I[l've been there. "1 never had any of our people
had arms.

@ Okay.
A You know, I don't recall NASA having an

speclial security force. They may but I sure don't
remember 1it.

(82 Well, that's about all I have I think.

A The one that could answer that question would
be a guy named Waters, Tech Sergeant Waters. He 1s the
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one that headed -- and he's retired. He retired as a
master. And he drives a truck now. As a matter of
fact he stopped by and saw me three or four or five
ViC el S EOMe e

He was actually working for me but they used him
as a launch crew chief. And he 1s the one that had all
the people on the launch crew working for him. I would
even send —-- I would supply four out of my shop for the
actual 1nstrumentation. I would have people back 1n
eur lakbhstrlliNeall tbratungualil i heswvarious SEhlngshin
there, you know, altitude chambers or building up
special things that were needed over there and we would
build 1t and put the whole package together over there.

Q= Would civilians come out to watch the launch?

A: I had my wife right there on the line and
they finally told me that —-— my wife and kids on the
line and they'd say, don't do i1t, but they were right
there. But there were people that could drive off the
site and si1t and watch them because my wife did
driive ou.

Q) This wasn't classified?
A: No.
This was out 1n the open?
Y

All right. Well, I think that's about all I
have.

A Now that last one flew over the city because
1t rained on that last flight and it was cold and they
thought 1ce had gotten 1n the valves and so we had some
problems with 1t but we did make a fourth flight but
they didn't -- we babied that and took her all the way
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over to Holloman and they did get some good data but 1t
wasn't near as good as the first...

@5 Did you have any 1involvement 1n recovery OVer

A No, I was not 1nvolved at all because the
first time I was 1n the control center. The first time
T was a controller 1n the control center and the next
three flights, I was 1n charge of the communications or
instrumentation or whatever. And then we'd had —-- 1
guess Bob and three or four more people plus NASA
people ywere on the recovery ‘team on. thakt.

There were special flights that some contractors
went with them on recovery to make sure that they got
inside to disassemble the package. They'd go inside,
turn the chart recorders off or tape receorders off or
turn some various 1nstruments off.

Normea 1Sl S nermeail 1y S ailile st ha ewotl hé balid oneoyaE o lo).
They wouldebming BobldeownWi nser s (inaucdiaiole )i aic ol
and —-—- when the package was ready to launch or the day
before, something like that.

So okay, when you get on recovery and 1t's on the
ground, we want wyeu to turnsthisysihis, Sithis, sand ihis
and they would hang some streamers on 1t to remember or
he'd write it down, almost like an aircraft type with
the red flags on it to make sure he'd turn them off.
But then there were some flights, definitely, that the
contractors went out with them on recovery and we
definitely had a couple that I recall on the recovery.

But that was all recovery on the range so there was no
problem and there were no people 1nvolved there,
civilians, that 1s.

Ol Okay. Well, unless you have something else
to add, I think that will do 1t.
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A: No, I sure don't. I saw 1t on TV here the
other day and == about Ehis WO ard they stEresseds "4
or "4Y9 MRoswelllSlineident MSveuNlcnow . Lt hcrc da e
flyving saucers, [ knew i1t wasn't on this date thakt I
Wea st et Ehe e ane NNKneowRNERat ForNsilre.

O Yes, we do too.

A: BUutsotther schan *that o Siusts wish ™ L eould
rememper more.

@ Eethanlkdyvouremembe i licnty:

(END)




