STATEMENT OF WITNESS

Place : Grants, NM | Date: 20 June 95

I, Raymond A. Madson, Lt Col, USAF (Ret), hereby state that James McAndrew was
identified as a Lieutenant, USAFR on this date at my place of employment and do hereby,
voluntarily and of my own free will, make the following statement. This was done without
having been subjected to any coercion, unlawful influence or unlawful inducement.

I was born, raised, and presently reside in New Mexico. I graduated from New Mexico
A&M College in 1954. 1 entered the Air Force in 1955 and was assigned a short time later
to the Aero Medical Laboratory at Wright Patterson AFB, OH. At the Aero Medical
Laboratory I was assigned to the Escape Section as a project officer and test parachutist.
During this time I also had extensive participation in various aspects of the space program
and worked on the highly classified U-2 project. I served a tour of duty in Alaska and at
the School of Aerospace Medicine at Brooks AFB, TX, before being reassigned to the
Aero Medical Laboratory at Wright Patterson. I retired i from the Air Force in 1979 and
I am currently and Environmental Specialist for the State of New Mexico.

The first project that I was assigned at Wright Patterson was Project 7218, later changed to
Project 7222. This project was first known by the name High Dive and then was known as
Excelsior. The object of this project was to study the free fall characteristics of
anthropomorphic dummies from balloons at altitudes of 50,000 to 100,000 feet. Following
satisfactory dummy drops, Capt Joe Kittinger made a series of high altitude parachute
jumps that culminated with a jump from 102,800 feet.

I assumed the duties of Project Officer for the dummy drops in the spring of 1956. I made
numerous trips to Holloman AFB, NM, the site of the drops, from 1956 until the end of
the project in 1959 (dummies were also dropped for this project at Wright Patterson AFB
by personnel from the Parachute Branch). I wrote two technical reports that described the
project in considerable detail. The type of anthropomorphic dummy used primarily was
manufactured by Alderson Laboratories but we also used Sierra Manufacturing type
dummies. Both of these dummies are shown in the technical reports. The Alderson
dummy had facial features that were not life-like and ears that were not well defined. The
dummies were outfitted with flight suits of various colors, fuchsia, olive drab, and sage
green (a shade of gray). We chose the Alderson dummy because it was relatively
inexpensive as compared to the Sierra dummy.

We encountered considerable difficulty dropping the dummies from the balloons. I
designed the rack that suspended the dummies, two at a time, from the balloon. On
numerous occasions the dummies were fouled during the release sequence and the dummy
rode a “streamer” all the way to the ground. Other times malfunctions occurred that
caused the two dummuies and the entire rack assembly to descend to the ground as one
package. Both of these mstances are described in the technical reports.




I participated in at least two dummy recoveries. The meteorologist from the Balloon
Branch, Duke Gildenberg, would determine the best place to launch the balloons
depending on the prevailing weather conditions. Duke also predicted, with considerable
accuracy, where the dummies would impact. I specifically recall a dummy I recovered near
the Jornada test range, between Leasburg and Organ , NM. During this recovery I drove
a weapons carrier and I was only able to locate one of the dummies, I never found out
what happened to the other one. The next recovery I remember was on a ranch just
southwest of Roswell. We were given directions to the area by the balloon branch
personnel who had been contacted by a rancher. The equipment had reward notices taped
to them to aid in recovery. We went to the Smith ranch, I remember the name because I
went to New Mexico A&M with the rancher, I knew him as Smitty. We searched that day
from horseback and could not find the dummies. The following day we resumed our
search from horseback and again could not find the dummies. I also recall that Smitty
asked us for some of the parachute material so he could make a shirt. We dropped many
dummies from the balloons and I know many were not immediately recovered, but most
WEre.

I served for twenty five years in the Air Force and most of those vears were in the aero
medical field. I participated in the space program and the highly classified early stages of
U-2 program. Never during this time were “aliens” or “flying saucers” a part of any
project. There were, however, countless achievements by the Air Force in aerospace
medicine that were the result of dedicated scientific research. It seems likely to me that
someone could have mistaken our anthropomorphic dummies for something that they were
not.

I am not part of any conspiracy to withhold or provide misleading information to the
United States Government or the American public. There is no classified information that
I am withholding related to this inquiry and I have never been threatened by U.S.
Government persons concerning refraining from talking about this matter.

Sworn to and subscribed before me,
an mndividual authorized to administer

oaths, on this 20 day of ne/]gﬁ%

’j!

at C/i{ants, Ny .S S
. ff ";

Raymond A. Madson, Lt Col, USAF (Ret) J %;es McAndrew, 1st Lt, USAFR

WITNESS(s):




Lt. Col. Raymond A. Madson, USAF (Ret)
"Roswell Incident"

Grants, New Mexico

20 June 1995

Interviwer: 1st Lt James McAndrew

Q: We are 1n Grants, New Mexico and this is an interview
with Lt. Col. Raymond A. Madson, U.S. Air Force, Retired.

SeM Tl FSgust start off by savinghthe 'purpose ot this
interview 1S to determine if projects that you worked on while
you were 1n the Air Force have any relevance to what has become
known as "The Roswell Incident."

Have you heard about this?

A: I had heard about "The Roswell Ineident," yes. ' But had
not heard i1in great detail about it.

O Okay. Well, we'll just get going right away.

The first thing I'd just like to know is where you were born
and raised. And you live here in Grants, New Mexico, how long
have you lived in New Mexico?

A: Okay. I was born in Tularosa, New Mexico on the 14th
o Mameh vl 0 il T ved s thevre s For S four svearstand then S ine 1985 ‘my
family moved to Hope, New Mexico, close to Artesia. We were
there two years and then we moved from there to Aztec, New
Mexico, where 1 went Lo school, grew up, and"in 11949 " cnrolled
at New Mexico A & N College. It's now New Mexico State
University. I graduated from there in 1954 and after working
approximately a year 1n various positions, I entered the U. 8.
AiirnsHeorecettor ful fi 11 myiia citi ve sduty feommitmentel Ehat (fEacauilred™ by
golng through advanced ROTC at New Mexico State.

Gnthe Loth of May, = 1955, "I reporteds for actiyve duty . My
first duty station was Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. For six
months I was a judo and combatics instructor, after which I
transferred into the impact branch of the escape section -- or
the escape section of the Aero Med lab. And during that
aesignment, I worked on high altitude bailout: and on parachute
landing 1njuries.
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the fescape 'seetion of the Aero’ Med" lab. #2And ‘during that

assignment, I worked on high altitude bailout and on parachute
landing 1njuriles.

I WasSas test "pa rachutisit, W alise astest s subjlcet for Projeet
MercupysourtaEvaluatilon S i was ¥a s te Sit “stbilcec i for: ariols
researehiprejecbs iinvelving ispace fillight, Fsullceevalliation:
checking instrumentation for extended space flight and for a

variety of items, a low bulk space diet, and wvarious things like
that.

Q% Okay. And so you went to Wright-Patterson and you
worked on these projects and just -- well, what else did you do
and 1n what year did you retire from the Air Force?

A: [ rekired from the Alr Force oh the first fot March,
oo o began 'my giobthere NiniGrantshon ithe 2nd et January, 1979
puElilswa sSen terminal Jeave for twe menthsiso I was foctualilin: Sin
eV AlL Y Boree Thwo months whilel TSwasialise working ifor ‘the state
and I have been here in Grants since that time.

Q)< SO when you left Wright-Patterson, then you went -—-
Wwhat rother gdssignment sy did vou holdibefore you retired?

A: From " Wright=Patterson, | Thgot transferred to Aliasls
where I was assigned the responsibility of an educational
speeirallsr SERSTha t Ssmwhae e teansferred Rl thicrc va s e T And st hat dwas
golng back to the period where I was judo combatics instructor.

ek " sasee Sl went supl Eherefunder . .

O About what year was that? When you left Wright-
EalEEcasion 7

A When I left Wright-Patterson, vyes.
@)~ And what year was that?

That was the 4th of March, 1960.
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I moved from Sea-Tac Airport, the Seattle-Tacoma area, up to
Elmendorf Air Force Base 1n Anchorage, Alaska. I was there --
the service commitment there or the assignment was normally a
three year tour but while there I applied for graduate training
in microbiology through the Air Force Institute of Technology and
I was selected for that. But in order to make my return toe the
south 48Nceincide wWith my entiry, Lntoscheool Inreallll e xitended
for six monthst NIitwashinsillaskatthreevandsashallEuviea s,

From there I reported to the University of Arizona 1n
Tucson. I enrolled in the graduate tralning program 1n
microbiology. That took two years. And from the University of
Arizona I was transferred to the School of Aerospace Medicilne,
Brooks Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas where I worked 1n the

laboratory Program and became an observer 1n the altitude
chambers.

I then worked in microbiology and testing of disinfectants
against microbacteria and tuberculeosis, analyzing space foods,
evaluating the use of microwave heating for SAC missile crew
feeding programs and a variety of projects like that.

I Ywas. also ‘'deing diagnestic mucrolegy for thefecpidemiology
laboratery at Lackland Alr Force Base, and I later gor

transferred over to Brooks Air Force Base and I contlinued doling
microbiclogilical worlk.

From there I was transferred in November, 1981 back to
W tehkE=EaiEF el S @it

@ye Seventy-one?

A: LT

@ Okay. And you went back to Wright-Pat?

A: Yes, back to Wright-Pat.

In the impact and vibrations branch where I was assigned to
the impact sectieon.d I-.think at that time 1t was the ‘1mpact
branch. But I was also a test subject on test equlipment,
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vibrational 1mpact equipment and I was 1n that position doing
parachute landing 1njury research for about one year.

I was transferred to the toxicology laboratory where I was
getting started 1n analyzing the effects of rocket, ftuels, rocket
fuel spillson sell microfleora and then 1 transferred agaln Lo

the impact branch, continuing my research on parachute landing
injury.

About the last six months of my career, I was transferred to
the (inaudible) Technology Division where I was the FTD salesman
with the Aero Med lLab, the life support system project office, a
human resources lab, another fighter spoke. I was providing
(lnaudible) technology to those clients.

And. concurrently with that, since I was not able to get an
assignment to Kirkland Air Force Base or Holloman Ailr Force Base
or New Mexico State University, I was trying to get to New Mexico
because of the poor health of my parents and I wanted to get out

here where I could spend some time with them before they passed
Sl

I did not make 1t for my father but I applied 1n various
positions and one of the positions I applied for was with the New
Mexico Environmental Improvement Division as an environmentalilst,
and that's the position I got. And so after being with the FTD
for approximately six months, I was offered the position here in
Grants and I accepted i1t and am currently retired.

() Seoralliseswhenayou were atsWright=Ratterson®im it neslate
i dlesh vourworked S Sthe SU=28 B roifc el 2

A: Yes. I was assigned to work with the U-2 project,
Project Joy Boy in whiech T developed protocel for testing the
escape mechanism. I drafted protocol. I was not actively
involved 1n conducting any tests. I don't know whether they
conducted any tests in that project or not but I was specifically

selected to develop protocol for evaluating the escape mechanism
Entthe =2,
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O All right. Okay, so one of the projects that we'wve
identified that may have bearing on the so-called "Roswell
Incident" was Project 7218 which became known as Project High
Dive and then it became Project 7222, known as Project Excelsior.

And I'd just like you to describe how you became i1nvolved and 1n
what capacity and how long were you a particilipant 1n this
project.

A: Well, when I transferred into the escape section, I was
given the opportunity to work on the high altitude bail out
project 1in which dummies were: being launched fTrom balloens at
Holloman Air Force Base to study unstabilized free fall. And we
fol lowed. on that with stabilized free fall.

I got in on the very tail end of the unstabilized dummy
drops which was being conducted by Lt. Gene Schwartz and I made,
[ Fehinle Sonenors EwenEr lips aw ittt Sehwart 7zt oWt e iliomanisanmSEoree
Base on the unstabilized dummy drop projects during which we
launched dummies on balloons.

And Ehen upon LEt.''Schwartz's secparatien fremoehe Air Eoree, I
stayed on "Che project and I wWas.:. .

Q: And what was your capacity at this point?

A: T ‘was a project officer for eccordinating the launches
of the dummy drop tests.

@) I see.

A I was the Aero Med Lab representative working with the
Balloon Branch at Holloman Alr Force Base and the Parachute
Branch of the equipment laboratory at Wright-Patterson Alr Force
Basex

I also relied on the Instrumentation Branch of the Aero Med
Lab for instrumentation on the dummy drops and also the
Photographic Laboratory for photographic instrumentation. And I
was a project officer on the unstabilized dummy drops which
Lastied "from. 956 wmntitl Cliive syumps 1h L9590
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During —= in Nevember, T18959 |

Ok Now what point did you -- what time did Schwartz leave
and then you took over?

A: Schwartz left 1n the spring of 1956, as I recall.

Sk SO then did you take over his position?

A: [ Eeolk ever his — well 9" was notran authorized
position. The Aero Med Lab had many people that were in
unauthorized slots and I was one of those. They had a resource
of research officers and they had the work and even though we
were not holding down an authorized slot on the manning document,
we were dolng the work. And I do not believe Schwartz was in an
authorized slot and I Just took over the work he was doing. I
ended up writing a tech report, Part 1, on Lt. Schwartz' efforts
and then I wrote Part II on the stabilized dummy drops which was
my part of the research project.

(O} Now I'm going to probably reference -- the research
[YVvesconduected, ['vevbeen abler to, obuvieously,” go threough both of
those technical reports. We've gotten the project record book
kept by Lt. Schwartz and we've also gotten some project records
thak shews. the —= somevoil the dummies —= seme of theveenditions
and where they were launched and where they landed and things
ISl iEhitse

SO golng back to the reports, you wrote both of these
reports?

A: Yes, I wrote both of the reports.

When Lt. Schwartz separated from the service, he was told
that he had to do the tech report on his project and he turned
1n, I believe, one and a half typewritten, double-spaced pages of
text and I believe some photographs and that was to constitute
his tech report.

Upon reviewling the document, I felt that 1t did not do the
project jJustice and I asked Major Rufus R. Hessburg, the Branch
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Chief, 1f 1t would be all right for me to write the tech IEE|SONZIE
I believe at that time he was still the Section Chief because he

geot promotedttrom Section Chief o Branch Chief later on: = But he

was the Section Chief, I believe, when this was taking place and

Maj. Hessburg gave me permission to go ahead and write the tech
FeBOE:.

I researched the project files that Lt. Schwartz had left
and coordinated with the University of Dayton which was during
Che data reduction and had them write the data reduction portion
orthelreport W [ scanifcitale deredit Sforlal tefing that PO rEEoneolE
in documenting the research for -- during the launches and so

forth, yes, I gleaned that from the project record books and
wrote the report.

@ All right. So now reviewing the documents and
obvliously the objective of the program was to launch
anthropomorphic dummies to very high altitude, 70- to 100,000
feet and to record with photographs and things there —-- the free
fall characteristics, both stabilized and unstabilized?

Ac: Rha WS NeorEe i
Qs Does  Ehat sumsitts npiokay?

When you used these dummies, were all tests successful or

did you sometimes have difficulty with the parachute deployment
or anything like that?

A: It seems we had more problems than we had successes. I
would not call any of the launches failures, but we had unusual
EhingsSoeenr Nl 1ke ]l ainehing 2. balloon with' a couple of dummies
on 1t and the dummies reach altitude but fail to cut down because
of some i1instrumentation problem.

One launch I recall we made from the runway at Holloman Air
Force Base, the balloon was launched with the dummies and started
ascending and within a few seconds, the dummies cut down from the
palloon and they impacted there on the runway. And it was
determined that the cut down command was triggered by a police
radio “eall "1nt Bes Angeles,. ‘€alifornia.
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)= No kidding?

A: [t wasSa feorergn signal sEhatElcalisedt the dummiles: to ‘el
down. So we had those extremes. We had some launches that were
successtul, that i1s the dummies were launched successfully, we
cut “downsthetbal loensuecess fuilly S bt itotehisNday I tden 't lnow
whether the dummies or instrument packages were ever recovered

pecause they were free-flying balloons and they were at the mercy
eiERtE hcRincNcondiiETons o ko

I know one dummy drop, we got the balloon instrumentation
pox that had cameras aboard and you see the dummy dropping away,
yeouusee e lew sk helsledStrackBthat " Coll NS Eapotrode  on: L louRsce
the edge of the White Sands. That dummy apparently impacted -- I
think i1t was a failed -- I think the canopy did not open properly
and the dummy impacted presumably in the White Sands and was
buried and I don't know whether it has ever been recovered or
ROE.

IS know senSsubsequentFeripsitoullolilionan  Air ‘EorccWBase v on
onesor twoRtrips, slupersondl iy went out and 'walked thearea, the
Whilte s Sand Bunes,“adjacent. . to the sled traek,and I never found
any evidence of the dummy or the parachute or anything like that.

And the parachutes that we were using were bright colors to make
them readily identifiable. They were international orange, and
fuchsia, and red canopies, things like that to enhance recovery.

@ Okay. And an! talking about the malfunctions; was there
ever a situation where a streamer type situation would occur with
[l e lbiminhy 2 il e unllel SIBIEE & ¢

A YesieTl el levie  Ehat project recordiboeksrde reflect
several streamers that occurred.

The multli-stage parachute was somewhat complicated and T
think Mr. Beaupre would be able to -- the designer of the system,
would be able to better explain the operation of the chute and
possibly explain why some of the malfunctions occurred.
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[ think the project record book from my report does indicate
what was determined to be the problem, instrumentation failures,
that thevparachute wassreleased by a 'squib’ that was fired by some
S gre N siEadiems gnaliSorSsomeeilec Fronilc s lgnall St hc & ywa s
dependentron dltitude; Sbaromerie pressure, and a timer: " And
whrens yeushawve Sl nstrumne nitait ion  lhfke Sthat SV e sSpossibilleli tertan
electroniec connhection to become disconnected and the signal
doesn't get through and the canopy fails to deploy.

@ SO you could have the streamer type situation where the
dummy would just == the dummy in the bright red suilt with the
bright red parachute would just stream to the ground?

A IhatNits NCeErEE o

0): And then the other situation could be there would be no
—— the dummy would not be released from the rack, because I've
SecensEhatWinStmet  technicall mepork.

A That occurred on more than one occasion. The dummy
failed to release. And maybe...

915 SO you've got two dummies in the release rack that are
clearly depicted in the report and then this would all come down
together?

A On the launch rack that was designed specifically for
dummy launches.

We had had problems with -- we would just suspend two
dummies under tehe Bal leen Branch: er the balloon$instrumentation
pack and the dummilies would bescut vaway, but as they cut laway the
first dummy would drag across the second dummy and we had
equlpment damage, material damage, and it did cause
lnstrumentatien Ffailures.* "And.so" the tulli"potential of the dummy
drop was not really realized. It was not obtained.

@ SO when you were golng to have a dummy drop, since you
were coordinating all these different organizations, did you know
exactly where this dummy was going to land?
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A We never knew exactly where the dummy was going to land
put we relied heavilily on the meteorology section, Duke Gildenberg
at Holloman Air Force Base. He would, upon assessing the weather
conditions and the weather projections, he would recommend where
we would launch the dummy to 1mpact 1n a certain area.

There were times when we launched away from Holloman Air
F'orce Base, there were other times when we launched from Holloman
Alr Force Base and the weather conditions were —-- what you were
golng to see 1n weather development were predictions and the
predictions were not always accurate. So we really never knew
exactly where the dummies were going to drop.

The balloon was, again, free-flying and it went where the
wind took 1t and then when the dummies cut down, they would
essentirally ftree—-ftall from Chat point to about 14,000 feet where
the maln canopy was to deploy and once that canopy deploys, the
dummy could be drifting wherever and, again, you didn't know
exact sy where Ehe tdummiesSwere going to'be cutting down. "So i f
youshadiasirce=ta B nteo SthceNground svolShad W nsErunentat Lon st

sort of pilnpoint an area but the pinpointing was not totally
accurate eilther.

Qe Okay, with that, as far as recovery, did you ever go
out on recoveries of the dummies?

A: I went on one recovery and as I recall this was a
launch made west of Holloman Alr Force Base, I believe west of
Las Cruces and the dummies cut down over the Jornada Test Range
which was west of the San Andres mountains and I did recover one
package and I believe 1t was the Iinstrument package and dummy but
I don't think —-—- as I recall we were not able to locate or I was
not able to locate the other dummy and instrument package.

Teshas beeny sollong fageo s indonitegirecalili fe xaet bttt 6o
recall having recovered some of the equipment because it had been
a very long day and as I had the package 1n the back of the
weapons carrier I had checked out, I was going back to Holloman
Alr Force Base. I became quite tired and sleepy and I pulled off
at the White Sands Missile Range Headquarters turnoff at the
highway and I went to sleep. And I was awakened by a military
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policeman who was checking to see 1f everything was okay. I
assured him that I was okay and explained why I was sleeping
there and theni iltwent fSonabackover tolHel Loman.

O Just to kind of pinpoint the area we're talking about
here on the map in New Mexico, what exactly 1s the area where you
think you recovered that particular dummy?

A: The dummy was north of Highway 70 and 1t was between
l.as Cruces and (inaudible) or between Las Cruces and San Augustiln
Pass, north. WAmd it was, toh, [Eweouwldisay appreximatelly ‘eastthoil
Leesburg ors Radium Springs, but cleser to Ehelmountalns:

@) Okay.

A Radium Springs and Leesburg on Highway 85 between Truth
or Consequences and lias Cruces.

3% And® sehveou get thistdummy. WWhat kKindSeoftviehiclie fdid
you have?

A: I was in a weapons carrier. For these balloon
launches, we used weapons carriers almost exclusively because we
had to haul equipment and we wanted a vehicle that we could take
off the road in the event of reccovery, take off the road to make
launches and so we had to have a pretty good general purpose
vehilele « Fourtwheel tdrive s B dont & sthanlk aNjcepiwou ldshayvieSbeecn
terribly practical because you don't have much space for your
equipment and so forth...

O So the weapons carriers was kind of an open backed
vehicle?

A No, 1t might"be a weapons carrier designed likelone of
the ambulances.  You have an enclosedi'—— seort ot like a wvan. Buc
Lt had cargo—ecarryling capacity.

Q: And  what did yoeu de? © You just teeok a aummy, [T.qguesss
andthrew 1t 1n"the back thnere?
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Ac: No. When we went to a launch site, we seldom carried,
as ITrrecalled, we seldemrcarnied the dummywilithsus." SWeswoulds rig
up thetlaunehNpackage 1n thesbayuoESthelBaliloons Branchoniyea
launch rack. We would have the dummies equipped. But we still
had test equipment that we had to check the instrumentation with
before making the launch. And we had tools and so forth and
there were generally two or three of us, possibly four, because
the parachute riggers would also be with us. And so we would
have ild savikay smalll T party, S goinghtorthc Slfatineh M ch ceclkilng
packages over before we actually made the launch.

In some cases, due to the way the —-- or we made the launch
rackise thatiitgnadNlicgst Eosstard’ enp S IE Swas Ss o e 2
triangular structure under which we could suspend two dummles 1n
Sorithefva partialliytilaid ouE positilons Butswelwanted theldummies
not in contact with each other, so we had the upper dummy and the
lower dummyr SBu SIS rder  FoswerkionmEthelNpackage, Swelh aditoNnave
legs sel thatitheyiconlid thawe ‘the launechWrackirree —standing.

Now once we got it tied to the balloon and picked up by the
launch " truclk, theYbomb: seryvilce. . truck, swe would have EorunoelE
the, you might say the front legs of the rack, so that i1t would
be no longer free-standing, it would have to be suspended. And
this way you did not have any excess equipment or material that
could possibly interfere with the dummy dropping away properly.

O So the launches, you said you did them -- you said you
did them on base but then you remembered doing some west of
Holloman Alr Force Base?

A: Ehaitr isleorrect . @ ver as i irecalll SN iywe St ¥e ENia s
Cruces. But I1I'd have to refer to the research report...

O SHHEEE
A st befherspeciiien

Oz The records do show that there were definitely dummiles
launched over in that area that we described there, west of the
s lCrENECES & .-
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salieiate
(Dre o areas
Did you ever go farther north?

Az Yes. On one of the trips we got word that some of our
research package had been turned in by a rancher 1n the Roswell
area.

@' @kay, ‘over . the ‘other side of 'thevmountain. ‘But: you
never went as far north as up near Socorro or Magdalena or any of
those areas?

A: Well, I know on the large program involving Capt.
Kittinger, I know that we did go to Truth or Consequences. We
were qoing: to launeht from the Truth orsConseguences sareans Sl
don't recall —-- I don't believe we were able to make the launch
because weather conditions were not satisfactory and so we had
B0 A

(ENDSOESSIEDES)

Okay. As I was saying we did get up around Truth or
Consegiueneces . o But Jasi Faryasyl can frecall S Ehat Vst ne Ut e Sic
north that we went 1n that area.

I do know that we had one launch that was —- 1t was east otf
the Rio Grande. I “"knew the helicopter pilet, flying an H-21, and
with him at the controls, we hovered over ground zero, over at
the Trinity Site where the first atomic bomb was shot off. So we
were in that area but that was on the live jump project and I
only recall that we were in that site.

As far as I can recall h Ehat's abeoukt the furthest ROoELOIWE
got in that particular area. Again, we did have other equipment
impact Sint the S Roswe Ll aitte an

Q: Well, why don't we just go ahead and discuss that
particular impact that you recall. So you think you had one ot
the dummy packages land over there near Roswell?
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A: Yes, we...

@k And our research does show that we had at least about

nine of the dummy packages landing within about a 30 mile radius
ot Re sSwelln ¥

A: Well, I was only 1n the Roswell area the one time

looking for equipment and that was when a rancher by the name of
Smith turned 1n equipment.

When these paekages were launched, "they had a sticker on
them posted by the Balloon Branch, which offered a reward of $50
for this equipment or material being turned i1n to the Balloon
Branch. And apparently the equipment had been turned 1in from the
Smith ranch 1in Roswell and since I was out there on a dummy drop
launch project, I had a staff car station wagon and the project
gfficer, the Baill Oue Rreojecect OFLitcen, " Capt., Henry P. Neilsen,
was out there. And he and one of his 1nstrumentation technicians
from the Balloon Branch by the name of Dick Gabby, the three of
us went to Roswell and we drove out the Smith ranch.

A young cowboy came out of the ranch house when we drove up
and we got out of the car and walked to meet him and I realized
that this was a fellow that I knew 1n college at New Mexico State
University. I only knew of him as Smitty. And due to our
acqualntanceship, he provided us with two horses on that
particular afternoon. They had two horses at the ranch house and
we rode the horses out 1n the general area where he had found
equipment and we didn't find anything and they had asked us to
return the following day and we would have a third horse, because
there were three of us.

He went to the other ranch house that they had and brought
another horse from there so that the second day, the three of us
were able to ride out and see 1f we could find any additional
equlpment and unfortunately we didn't find any equipment but we
had some rather unusual experiences since Hank Neilson was not
familiar with riding cow ponies and it resulted 1n some rather
humorous circumstances. They were not humorous at the time but
in looking back, they were quite humorous.
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@) So about where do you think the Smith ranch was, as
best, as you can recall?

A As [ reeall Mthe ‘Smith ‘Fanehiwas setuth and westhofsthe
cltyvieof "Reswelllin Sihave nofrccolllcction ol Ehet distange S itina s
a few miles is all I ecan say. We did not —-= well we had Traveled
from Alamogordo over to Tularosa on Highway 54 and at Tularosa we
took Highway 70 over to Roswell. And out of Roswell we took, I

pbelieve, a county road'and it was just a few miles to whnere the
SmiEn ranch WwWas.

We had some, apparently, some pretty good directions because
Wehwere ablestendrive i iighEat omaEeSEE S iin kiswve Sp ralbalb IS hie@iiE e
distance.  But again, L[ den't recalll what that distanee was.

Q) How would you get that distance? Who would know? Who
would give 1t to you?

A: fl it were peossible tonleocate Smabbyi——ait mightilbe
possible to find —— "locate him. WHisSparentst mights be ideadi by oW

but Smitty, I would imagine, would be staying on the ranch and I
would imagine that Smitty would certainly recall this incident
becalise he particularly wanted te get some —- he wWas interested
in having some of the parachute nylon, bright red parachute
nylon, because he wanted to have a shirt made out of that nylon
material.

O Pid someone from the Ballooen '‘Branch give you directlions
to where the...

A: I think it was. It must have been someone from the
Ballleorn Branchr sV solfar baclemiNden it e e aillisancd i aicis S oneNo
the few instances in which I am personally aware of equipment
from these dummy drop tests having been reported by citilzens.

Normally we were not meotified at Wright=Patterson Alr Force
Base and Aero Med Lab of equipment being turned in. The
coordination was not that good between the Balloon Branch and the
Aero Med Lab.

@ Did the balloon people use spotter alrplanes?
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A Nerme iy sehic v rdid i netl s itiihc v adEeg relnc recome i clews
and they: had radio «tracking, s I Ehink-theadol ite » on Cthe balbloeons
and they followed them with electronic instrumentation. It's not
very often vl recallllNEhat S spoter il reraitk ‘wereused.

@ So I guess to wrap 1t up, maybe we'll talk a little bit
about the dummies, what kind of dummies you used. According to
preject records, theltwo Lypes of dummiles that were lisedwere the
Alderson dummy and the Sierra Sam type dummy.

A: Correct.

O Do you remember any other dummies being used?

A I do not recall any other dummies being used. I feel
sure that the Parachute Branch, 1n developling the parachute, were
using torso dummies. But they were more concerned with
evaluating parachute modifications, functions of the parachute.
They could use a dummy that was not anthropomorphic, so to speak,

and they just needed the weight and body configuration 1n which
heyvieecoulldiiatt achimasparechitetharnesst S BuitSwe P never usedSanyNei
the torso dummies 1n the Aero Med Lab tests.

In the dummy drop projects we wanted to use anthropomorphic
dummies and we wanted the arms and legs and head and so forth.
Wetwanted a body: size and ‘contfigiration ‘enditherefore welused
95th percentile dummies to equate the more average, falrly heavy
pilot. We felt that if things worked well for a heavy pilot,
that they would work equally well or better with say a 75th or 50
percentile human being.

@) So out of the type of dummies, either the Alderson or
the Sierra,. which  one do you Chinksyeu used more?

A I think ultimately we used the Alderson. As I recall
the Sierra Sams were a rather expensive dummy. They cost, as 1
recall, around $3,500 and they were articulated, you could bend
the limbs to the desired configuration and they had a chest
cavity nnswhieh you coritdthnstalll wnstrunentatton o e sdidnituce
that chest cavity. It was not used in the unstabilized dummy
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drops and I think the i1dea was to have an instrument kit equating
te a suEvavalNicnESeon S epi e

SO they were not concerned with just the body but the body
configuration with a survival kit on the harness. And it turns
out that the Alderson dummies cost about a thousand dollars so
you could have three Alderson dummies and have change in your
pocket for the same price you were spending on one Sierra Sam.

s Okay.' And like T said, the picture'—— this ‘is kind of
gimoderntplcturestaken vlastuspring of some dummies frem*the
product manufacturer during the mid-sixties or about 1970. Do
EResSeNscecmip et By eoRsi sEenERasiiiaaYa st Eheliheadiendthe®faccr witth
the dummies that appear i1n the tech reports?

A Yes. They're anthropomorphic dummies.  They have a
head like a human and they have the hands and the arms and legs.
The features on the head were not always really lifelike in that
they didn't have well-developed ears the way humans do. I
believe that 1t wes belieyed that the 'ears’ didn'!'t matter that

much. And certainly the Air Foree was not terribly ceoncerned
abeut that because an ‘ejectingipilot wouldilbe wearing a helmet.

Helmets were not used on the dummies because of the
possibility of the fouling of the parachute equipment. The pilot
jumplng could, if he had a problem with the helmet, he could make
corrections. He'd be able to untangle a suspension line or
something like that but the dummies are just free weight hanging
below thie parachute and any problems 'could not be corrected. S
your chances of a malfunction were increased by having a helmet.

Q- so N aiessione s lias tiiqlics Elen ai il as kS vioaals S Vol We e
at Wright-Patterson for two separate tours, is that correct, you
were out there?

A Yes, I had two tours at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base e si

@) And you worked, as we discussed, 1in that first tour vyou
even worked on. .the highlyeclassified U-2 Project?
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Plawzie - ILS (EeneicaEis -

QO And were there many people at Wright-Patterson that
were i1nvolwved 1n this U-27

A: There were very few people that were cleared to work on
the project. I was the only one 1n the escape section and we
Had,vash Inrecal I v seven ot i cerist and aycivilians secrektary, and [
was the only one 1n the escape section that was cleared.

Somet ol “Ehetother "sections Lin" thelBiophyvisices Buaneh! did not
have anybody 1nvolved with the U-2. My section chief had no
knowledge of the U-2. I was reporting directly to the Branch
Chief, Col. Hessenburg, and I believe 1t was Col. Hessenburg that
may have nominated me to work on the U-2.

@) ALl “rpight. " So both in yeur carly tour and in vour
fakter Stour s had syol fenvier heardt rumeorst that Ehese ipeoplie Ntallls

about, about these little green men, things that you heard?

A: Oh, yes. I'wve heard rumors of little green men.

My wife, who was a secretary in the Equipment Branch before
e ih e r Sshic She dinea rdisteh atemthier elilisiig Shiaslidin gy S asesm o |ul
building at Patterson Field, where they had the little green men
Imteeldl stotageny AndrsGhat istoryshast persisted;, T think, & el Ehis
day. She believes 1t but again she has no direct knowledge.

s havietrie knewledge that a bullding with ‘space aliens' in
cold storage exists. I do know that the Balloon Branch launches
these balloons to high altitude, up in the 100,000 foot altitude
area and they had various equipment packages under them and they
could have, oh, an instrumentation box with various apparatuses
on 1t that to the uninformed i1ndividual might represent space
ship equlpment.

An 1ncident that I had that occurred here in Grants last
summer, 1t was 1n the early morning. I got up durling the summer
and I walked out on the back porch and I saw —- 1t was still dark
enough, you could see the morning star. It was bright up there.

And then south of the morning star there was an even brighter
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object anadtitlookediat Tt and s Twkept watching it and it Just
seemed to hang there but 1t did seem to be coming towards me
little bit. It was not terribly long. I thought, well that
looks like a helium filled balloon. And I went i1n the house
getr a parrh ot dbineoculiars dandBliooked, Tandives imaEaciiilt "Wa s
helium filled balloon. It was blowing from the east to west
the Zuni mountains and I followed 1t until I could no longer
it due to mountalns getting 1n the way.

But at any polint that balloon could have ruptured and I'm
sure that there were a lot of people that would have thought
pnidentifredSt viing sobiject . s BUukt they arel ==, [ Chink "alllot o
people are tuned to thinking of UFOs.

Having had the experience with launching dummies from these
helium filled balloons, 1t didn't take me too long to 1dentify
thia t hieifwasiathels um sERilleds ball loons: P ARNd again » Incomt iErmed it by
ook g Ehreough thesb ineculars s i coulidsnorEt ==l wa stnot e llose
enough for me to see what the package was underneath but 1t did
have a package underneath.

And later on, I think the next day, there was a story that
came out in the Albugquergque Journal and 1t was some, I believe 1t
was some sort of a weather or meteorological test that was
ongoing and I don't know where the balloon was launched from but
it's possible for it to have been launched from Holloman Ailr
Force Base or from some place like that.

And this was considerably north of Roswell and Holloman Air
Force Base and it's very unusual. I've not seen another helium
filled balloon in our area but I did see it and so to some people
it might be a UFO but to me it was a helium filled balloon and
that was confirmed.

Bl People just don't want to believe that. I guess they
want to believe other things. But all the research we've done
and the data we have and the photographs all confirm that this
was more than likely parts of these projects that we just
discussed.

A:
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D)< So unless you have something else to add, I think that
willSpreolbably weaes 1t SUp.

A: I can't really add anything more. Without any specific
questions I can't add anything. I may have information 1n some
ofvmy elids FillesWenerap S repeorst “thait L IEtvieliE aken:

Again I have an Ailir Force Associliation directory and I would
strongly encourage you to talk to Harry Collins and ‘Auskin
Kibbler, both of who were listed as living 1n that -- they were
listed in the Air Force Association directory and I would like to
check that directory and give you the latest addresses that they

repoert. | I geththe directory within the last twel ersthreesyears;
I belileve.

So I would encourage you to talk to them because tThey were
some of the original test subjects on the Project High Dive and
Eheyswereons that " i think S beforall“c ransfcrred i ns o Ehe e 6
Med Lab from the judo unit. And they might be able to shed

additional information. They might have been told about dummy
dreps,» cauilpment, Sand se Horth v WiNdent ciknow s EB LIS Ehat s aboilE

all T can add at this point unless you have other specific
gquestions.

Q: T ehamkithat sy ioitn - - Okayia Thank el swery: miuchs

AL Yollrrems e Bwallleomer .

(END)




