STATEMENT OF WITNESS

Place: Mary Ester, FL Date: 31 May 95

I, Roland H. Lutz, CMSgt, USAF, (Ret), hereby state that James McAndrew was
identified as a Licutenant, USAFR on this date at my home and do hereby, voluntanly and
of my own free will, make the following statement. This was done without having been
subjected to any coercion, unlawful influence or unlawtul mducement.

I enlisted 1 the U.S. Navy in 1947 and transterred to the U.S. Air Force in 1958. In June,
1958 I was assigned to the thght surgeon’s office at Holloman AFB, NM as an Aero
Medical Technician. I served several tours in Southeast Asia and retired from the Air
Force m 1974 as an Aero Medical Supenntendent.

On May 20-21, 1959 I was assigned to provide medical coverage for a balloon training
mussion that took off from Holloman AFB and ended with a crash near Roswell, NM.
Capt Joe Kittinger was tramning two other pilots, Capt Fulgham and Capt Kaufman. I
followed the balloon in an ambulance during the night and at daybreak I followed the
balloon in an H-21 helicopter. Just after daybreak I saw the balloon crash and the three
pilots were dumped form the gondola. I immediately informed the helicopter pilot and we
landed 1n a ficld on which cattle were grazing. I recall the rancher was upset because the

helicopter was frightening his cattle and some cattle had gotten out of the field.

I assesed the mjuries to the pilots and recommended they be taken immediately to the
closest hospital which was at Walker AFB, apprximately 5 to 10 minutes away by
helicopter. Capt Fulgham’s head was swelling due to a hemotoma he recerved when the
gondola struck him. Capt Kittinger was cut on the face and was bleeding, Capt Kaufman
was unmjured. At Walker I remember a telephone conversation with a thght surgeon who
told me to “go home and sleep it off”. He apparenily did not believe my story of three Air
Force pilots that were victims of a balloon crash. However, I was able to convince him and
he treated Capt Fulgham and Capt Kittinger. While at the hospital Capt Fulgham’s head
had swelled enormously and his eyes were beginning to turn black.

I do not recall that anything unusual occurred at the hospital at Walker. I remember the
three pilots sitting on a bench in the hallway waiting to be treated. I do not remember that
Capt Kittinger was involved in an altercation with anyone while at the hospital, if he had | I
would have known about it. Capt Kittinger was concerned with getting medical treatment
for his mjured crew member, Capt Fulgham, and returning to Holloman. I also do not
recall a black NCO accompanying Capt Kittinger while we were at the hospital. I do not
remember a nurse assisting in the treatment of Capt Fulgham or Capt Kittinger. I also do
not remember a male civihan or any personnel or vehicles from a mortuary, and I do not
recall any remains in body bags in the hospital.




I was present the entire time when the events described here took place. I am certain that
this event had nothing to do with “space aliens” or any other irregular activity that would
require a cover up. It was a balloon crash and nothing else.

I am not part of any conspiracy to withhold or provide misleading information to the
United States Government or the American public. There 1s no classified information that
I am withholding related to this inquiry and I have never been threatened by U.S.
Government persons concerning refraining from talking about this matter.

Subscribed and sworn before me, an
individual authorized to administer
oaths this 31st day of May 1995
at Nlary Ester, FL

g’w;{ﬁf%

Roland H. Lutz, CMSgt, USAF, (Ret) Janh

)gﬂm]l A

Harry C. Aderholt, Brig. Gen., USAF (Ret)




Chief Master Sergeant Hap Lutz (Ret)

318 Maiz 218995
Interviewer: 1st Lt James McAndrew

O: I sent you 1n the mail a copy of a report we wrote last
summer at the Secretary of the Air Force's office where we were
asked by the GAO to investigate or do some research on something
that's known as the Roswell incident. I sent you that. Did you
nave a chance to review that?

A Yes, L 'did.
O FEor seheirecord, ['d yust like vol Ee 'state \volur name:

A My name 1s Roland H. Lutz, Chief Master Sergeant,
Retired, United States Air Force. I live at 707 Crestwood
pekreeE SMaryvah st hcr N llomridar.

@ We're going to discuss a particular incident in 1959,
But 1f you could just give a brief overview of your training and
positions you held in the Air Force.

A: e messEaeics aE ChievNawvy.  Inh face [ enlisteed int Lhe
Navy in October 1947. I spent some 12 years in the Navy. In
1998, SEdtransferred ovier to thellir“Feorce from thieiNawy .= My
first assignment was to Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico as
fate S ediiea | Mie ehnire i anSwist i e SEiEghit "Shrgeon st icer

I subsequently became the NCOIC of the Flight Surgeon's
Office, and my collateral duties were at the Human Tolerances
Branchsat tHel foman' Aix "Force Base asisa sled test subject, riding
the ‘sl edsiperiodicall by and working in the research lalb, » out' there
with Colonel Stapp, Captain Ely Beeding, and also I was
associated with Captain Joe Kittinger, the Man-High Project,
wherein I covered his balloon jumps over the ranges of New
Mexico. And as well, his sort of medic assistant on many of his
incursions, and the balloon. Those were my primary duties.

1 also flew search and rescue for incidences on the ranges
1n and around Holloman Air Force Base.
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in that particular mission, 1n that project, and explain what vyou
remember about that day, that mission.

A: I was assigned that mission by my flight surgeon, Les
Fason, a captain at that time, now out of the Air Force and
rebired, ok "‘eourses Ahdoctor, TlightSsurgeon. e asked me to
cover this particular mission from Holloman Air Force Base over
the San Andreas mountains to Roswell, New Mexico, and the
surrounding area of Walker Ailir Force Base. It was a balloon of
three 1ndividuals 1nvolved i1n the gondola. Captain Kaufman,
Captain Fulgham and Captain Kittinger as the pilot of the
pballoon.

The purpose was to train these individuals 1n balloon
hahdd g nagmandrteuchiandSgotseandiisen bor it hand s ofomt AT i my
mission, of course, was Lo cover them medically 1f there were any
LnelrdentGsNthat " mightYoceur  during “Ehilssmissien .

SO they launched, and I launched my [ambulance]. Followed
them over the mountains at night, and the following morning I
Eook up, in¥a helilcopter, an H=20 ‘helilcopter. .y lt was duringsthis
time, I don't recall, right at daybreak, somewhere around there.
But I peered out the window of the helicopter and saw a dust
devil cateh Ethe \gendola as they were deoing touch and go's wand
dump all three occupants from the gondola.

I asked the pilot to land immediately, and I responded to
thelr needs 1mmediately, and noted that Captaln Kittinger was
pleeding. Not profusely. Primarily from cuts and bruises, and
from whatever kinds of weed he might have tangled with. Captain
Fulgham, the leading edge of the gondola had caught his helmet.
I knew that he was 1n dire straits. Captain Kaufman looked
reasonably well.

So I preceded to put them 1n the helicopter and respond to
Walker Ailir Force Base.

It was this time, when the helicopter landed, that...
Ostensibly, this man had prize cattle, the rancher on this...

@) It's always prize cattle. (Laughter)
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A: Right. He came running at the helicopter and me
shaking his fist and shouting, "My cattle have broken the fence.
Ge rellned ERemilp s

I told him I wasn't a cowboy, that I was a medic and I had
some 1njured people. He was not concerned about us, he was
concerned about his cattle, of course.

I remember vaguely the cattle breaking the fence, and
hopefully they would not come towards us, and they didn't.

But then we went 1nto Walker Ailr Force Base and took my
patients 1n there, as 1t were. My first thing was to call a
Fl1ght ‘surgeon, of course. I ecalled the duty Llight surgeons at
home. I told him I had three people that were injured 1n a
gondola accident, and I don't recall the flight surgeon's name,
because 1t wasn't 1mportant at the time. He said, "Go home and
sleep 1t off." I guess he thought I1'd been drinking all night.

So I called the second flight surgeon, and I got the same
initial response. "Hey, I'm having fun sleepling. Go sleep 1t
O Eriessanitie sl VST e SworcdsineENe xae iy Eos that b E e he s ame
Ei e

I finally called the hospital commander and told him, and he
said, "I'll be right there, Sergeant Lutz." That's when he
responded to the urgency of the matter.

It was then that they were taken 1nto... Of course they
were taken 1nto the emergency room, but we had some minor problem
with the security of the thing. I was not 1nvolved with that,
however. My concern was these three 1ndividuals. I was staying
with them, whatever happened. I remember that, and being with
them until they got 1nto the emergency room for a complete
checkout when the hospilital commander finally got there.

Following that, I saw Captain Fulgham on several occasions,
and I knew then that hilis head was swelling. We thought about, me
being included in the conversation, me not belng the person that
was goling to do 1t, but aspirating the hematoma that had occurred
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around his head which at this time had grown to enormity. Of
course hils eyes had blackened, the sockets around it had turned
bllack fasiadresult ot thelbloodsecol lect ing. arounds L't s The
hematoma had gotten larger. Talk of aspiration was done, but
then we decided, I think, somewhere in this conversation, to put
him 1n an aircraft that was safe to fly him in from there to
Holloman Air Force Base and perhaps take that task at that point.

Wegot an "adireratt 0 €54 type .t L Indid notrgorinethe
alrcraft. Captaln Kittinger, Captain Kaufman did. I responded
baclk tol my, Necalledimy "bess, Major dJoctGainey Wwhol was ‘hespaital
commander at Holloman Alr Force Base, gave him an overview of the
detaills, told him everything was well 1n hand, and asked him to
relay this message to Dr. Eason. I told him as much as I could
about the i1ncident.

Somewhere along the line, I also mentioned that this was a
classified mission. I don't know what the classification was.
s tid IS den temkneowswhiat s Phe selassilficablon: ds B o Ehat, matteh.
They told me 1t was classified to the extent that, I guess to
keep onlookers and this type of thing away, but there was no
secrets i1nvolved i1in the thing, or they wouldn't have flown over
the mountalns or 1nto people's cow pastures.

That's about all I have on the thing.

[ remember there was...  I1've been asked 1f there was a
nurse there. I don't recall a nurse being there. And a black
sergeant. I don't recall any black sergeant belng there
whaltsoevwers "L remember “seme folks scurryilng around after they
finally took, note of the fact, yes, that we did have somewhat of
an emergency here. They were more 1n awe of what the
clrcumstances were than they seemed to be 1n taklng care of the
matter. So I tried to pitch 1n and be an assistant medic as well
dSLr e S necR it awas S not on smy seuie ), Ul S sonEsoEs g tdEhback onsBhose
Ehings.

@) L1l Just’ ask you a few ispeclfies.

A: sure.
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@) You kind of remember 1t the way the other guys did.
What I'll ask you about 1s, when you saw the accident, do you
remember i1f there were other Alr Force people on the ground that
were in the area, other than the three pilots 1n the balloon?

A I have to be very frank with you. I don't. I simply
don't. Undoubtedly they were, but 1t was not to my... That
probably was net a point of ‘my interest. My lnterest wWas' getEing

into the helicopter and covering them. No, I simply don't.

Q' You sald you were 1n the helicopter and you followed
Ehem "duringwEhevdayvilight, out" thern volllment tencdsanSambillance s

A: Ne, Lo: I took the ambulance.

(05 MO,

A I wasn't in a helicopter all the time.
@)% At night time you were 1n the ambulance?

A Yes, over the mountains. I followed thelir red lights
on the gondela. " Their running Lights.

@ So you were 1n the ambulance...

A: I drove the ambulance. I started off 1n an ambulance,
right, and drove it over the mountains.

O Were you, did you see them take off from Holloman?

A Oh, yveah. I saw the whole thing. Then I followed
them. That was my mission.

You watched their 1lights and...
R el

DF- Then at daybreak or thereabouts, you transferred from
the ambulance to the helicopter?
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A: IHgeis s Hzaleone

Q: When they were dumped out, you looked them over, saw
that you had an 1njury, got them on the helicopter...

A Lo madea Scurs o vie Xami na t eon Eightetamwan, o i ol st
could seetchatdbuligham!s Shead®was i starting: totspelil s right way.
LE was @ sudeensenset type of thing. The bilow wasiso traumatic

that Tthe i1njury response was swelling of the head almost
immediately. I could see that.

I did not remember... I may have, but I don't remember
moving his helmet, or his helmet got knocked off. I don't
rememoerstaat I cniom it s mpeor tant, " probabily, o the
investigation, but I don't remember. It may have been on of the
Ehingsuliscdid Vasiiatresu it neof N te RN e s s EEa R I iwo U lldeh o ve

removed 1t because of the swelling to prevent further injury.
That would be my first reaction.

Q= SOt remsthe i timesthengeonde lahiEthie ground T unEitl s Ehc
time you got there, how long was that?

A: Minutes.
@ Do you know about where this happened?
A: [Nicnow St Shappencdfinia S rancher s oW Pastlure.

@) In relation to Walker Air Force Base?

A It wasn't that long... ©No, five to ten minutes flight,
perhaps, at the most.

The excitement of the time and the shock of the thing even

happening probably preoccupied my senses as well. My concern was
ehem Sland Ehatts Jall 5 foecused¥eon 1 wasn't, thinking aboutetime

or when 1t started or when it happened or anything like that. I

know 1t was early in the morning. I do know that.

LEshaa teotbe Searl vyl nethe imeorning,  to back fup what s aid
about the doctors' not wanting to respond and not come to the
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emergency room. It couldn't have been that far away, either,
because 1t was still light when this 1ncident happened, and 1t
was still light when I got there and still early when I got
there. That's the thing I guess I'm tryling to verify.

@) - When you got to Walker, do you remember where the
hellicopter landed?

A: No. Because 1t wasn't that far from the hospital area.
I know that. I don't remember where the hospital area was.

Q) Do you remember any securlty people meeting the
helicopter:

A Nieor SN iERclen

This all could well have happened, but my concern was these
three individuals. Whatever, I knew what I had to do and I knew
what I was golng to do, and that was what I was primarily
concerned with. I don't remember meeting any or having any

conversation wlth any, or anypody tellang 'me we couldn't do Chis
@r Sconldn ERdogst st s SN o i d on st .

(B When you got to the hospital, you told me you don't
remember any 1nvolvement wilth a nurse.

A No, I don't. I got almost i1mmediately on the phone.
sat them down 1n a hallway, as I recall. There was sort of a
bench-type thing. Joe Kittinger might have sat on the left or
oight,” and Pulghamiprobablyewas iinsthe middle  andskKaufman Swe s
probably on his side —-- more or less to look after him. I went
immediately for the phone to get a flight surgeon down there.
Joe was 1n enough sensibility that he could take care of the
others 1f anything happened durling my absence to get on the
phone. That's when I got on the phone and told them I needed a
RSiteh s Egeorn. o eoier gl n Cenit s and S ptlrpese s, My ais oy A oM
them probablysfer five Lo six mintites, Lrylng topget seomebedy
down there to peer at them and examine them.

Q: Were there other people 1in the hospital?
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A: There were. I saw people around me, but no one seemed
to be the 1ndividual to take on... Like I shouldn't have been on
the phone, for i1nstance. Somebody else should have been on the
phone. But no one seemed to take an interest. And I'm not
demeaning them, don't get me wrong. It just seems like... They
were all guite confused, what was golng on. I didn't have time
to explain to them. I may have mentioned that, "Yeah, we've got
Ehrectpeople here mngured . = Iineed a s RlNight surgeon. ™ Bl sinee
no one reacted, I reacted, as I1'd been trained to do.

SO Tasiyounsaiashe fore M voutsa i d icheNdoctor saldm Slcepl it
off."

Ak Two of them.

O: Was this odd to them for you to say there were three
Alr Force pilots that were flying a balloon that were injured?
Was that e ?

A Yes, 1t was completely unknown to them. They had no
Whothe hellMstan g balloen, you know.

Q' They weren't i1nvolved 1n any of the experiments over
Holloman.

A No, no. And of course, apparently, no one was eilther
forewarned or told that we were coming. Guess who's coming to
breakfast?

Qi So you didn't remember a nurse, and you also said you
did not remember a black NCO.

A: NeL i Ieaon R

O The story that's been told 1s that a black NCO was
accompanyling an angry red-headed captain. Does any of that...

A Nothing jells there with me. Number one, he was not
angry, he was, 1f anything, probably the calming inflluence to all
of us, 1f you're talking about Joe Kittinger.
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O Would he be the one you'd think would be the red-
headead. ..

A Oh, yeah. He's got shock red hair. Absolutely.
@ Bl g i Ec dfil sy 2

Ac: Ok yedhic CAR st el e sgray in it inew bt eEor s a IR
thingsh hels beent threugh, heldeserves 1. (Laughter)

O So you don't remember any black NCO accompanylng him
witth a elipbeard, walking ‘around:

A: No. No, I do not. I would have challenged that. Why
would heveven ke doing that when I couldn™t ‘even get people Lo
assiisit],

Q- In your group that you remember you were working with,
there were the three pilots -- Kittinger, Fulgham and Kaufman.

A: Yes.
(@) NEONT -
A: Yes.

0 Do you remember the helicopter pilot? Was he at all
involved, did he stay with the ailrplane?

A: I ean “t stel layolr.

D But in Syourslittle group that ‘went tolthethespital, No
other guy came with yeu Lo assist you or Ltorassist. ..

A Not that I remember. I wish I could say yes, but I
just don't remember. Because I followed them right through the
scenario that I gave you. The bench. 2As I recall, they were all
three on a bench. Joe was on one end or the other, and I can't
remembern. . Limegoing toteall il theNlctr ernd of the beneh, = and
Kaufman was on this end, and Fulgham was 1n the middle.
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That's the way I perceived 1t, and told them I had to go get
asbilbights sticgeon. o remember  teldl ing @aptain Kittinger L hadi to
get a flight surgeon. "Go ahead," you know.

@) Do you remember Colonel Kiktinger, ©r Captain Kittinger
at that: time, getting i1nvolved in.any altercataens whileithe was
there?

A: No. Absolutely none.

Qs Do you remember a male civilian that he had a
diisellsisieon SwWaiEhiEese

A: No, I didn't see any male civilians there. If there
was a cilvililian, 1t may have given the appearance of a civilian if
1t was anybody dressed 1n whites that may have worked 1n or
around the emergency room or the office there.

@ Did you see anyone there —-- I don't know how you would

tell —— but did you see anyoene there or any equipment that you'd
ldentitied as being ftreom a mortlildry or & mertician?

A: No, thank God. That would have been rather awesome.
Come to haul the bodies away before we even save them.
(Laughter)

@ When you were 1in the hospital that day, did you see any
human remains that were being transported in a body bag?

A: NoO.

Qs Were you 1n a particular hurry when you were there, or
not 1n 'a hurry?

A Hurry? No, I wouldn't classifty 1t as a hurry.. ~I.was
LR salpos it chs o Weonc e i [ Swia s it iias hime v SSSS M6 o fic e i el
course, was that These people got attended to. That may have
given the appearance of being 1n a hurry. But any emergency
situation always gives the appearance of hurriedness.

0 Did you participate in the treatment of Fulgham?
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A: I went 1n the treatment room. I don't think T
participated in the treatment. I remember Joe being sewed up
cosmetically with 6-0 silk. I remember that. he probably got
inte Ehewbramblie "bush™out!“thierefor ‘whatever theyicall e
remember vaguely him being sewed up in a couple of places. I
remember his eyes, also.

He wassconcerned beecatisevhe hadva  flight physical atcotiple
glddaysiilaterf coming Up. wAsS. I wrote, in seme of Ehearkicles! T"'ve
Wl ttensabouts thel tneltdent, " T Stelids hime hel didn "t Shave ~any
concern. W lihissiis alliafrer the faet, mow. BUL hetwas werried
about not passing the eye part of the thing because his eyes were
closing on him after the trauma that he sustained. But a lot of
ESwasSuprecipitated, S too, by lthe 'suturing that iwas done S No:

[ may haveNparticipateds in taking ‘care of seme ‘oftitheir
garmentstor somethang-like “this S RBut ‘again, twhen yvou''refon othen
peopiltes turt, Syourdon't' know: their' roufine, veu.donlts know what

eheltimedical Wsuturelt raystare orvanything .S You. just identt ige in
and contamlnate thelr emergency room, no.

@ Do you remember how many doctors treated Captain
Fulgham?

A [ goingite isavSone s L AR T e sl L S swe S oME [ aik

think when the bell finally tolled, and people realized that
Eherefwasiansairerattincident, "horn-dirigibleYacrostat Mncident,
Ehanspeoplicsilrng BlvEgotSout ot lbedl andiresponded. sy AfEer i hie
hospital commander came down there and started shaking the trees,
yeah. But I don't remember them coming in there half dressed or
anything like that. But I feel confident they did respond, yes.

But at this point I probably was out in the waiting room, or
calllingrmysdoctordatHol Leman, £oo.  L'could have beenson the
paene, I yolssee. SNlsgavie ‘himea SfUlll "report sras much assiiconld.

B Where was thils phone you were using?

JANE L don'te know. It was 1n one of the offices located

DeaitEher.. ‘Nefsi hStheSemergencys room, butMlicdecatedi very closelio
L4
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Ok The doctor that treated Fulgham and Kittinger, was he a
regular staff doctor there? Do you think he worked there?

A e s hard fertme st o ssayvesslin deoubtedlivara ssutane d e e
Walker, 1f that's what you mean.

Q) Yes.
A Nobody that we brought with us, no.
G- Do you remember how you left?

A: You know, I may have gone back on that aircraft, but I
don't remember.

DF- Did you leave by helicopter?

Ac: frcoUulicdiihayvelldon et hast toon s IS s imeils Fdeonitt
remember. S wish L could be more: specifieabout it. @ L could
have gone back on the C-54 I don't think I did. I remember going
down to the flight line with Fulgham and Kaufman and saying
goodbye, ormerelor less waving  them off. i prebalbly went back
on'the helicopter. I just don't remember.

@ So you think they left on a fixed wing aircraft from
Walker?

A Yeah. This 1s one of the requirements I asked for, was
an alircraft that could be pressurized because of his head injury.
I specifically remember asking for a pressurized aircraft if we
were goling to fly him anywhere. Not 1n a helicopter that went to
altitude. Any amount of pressure after the sustained injury

would cause further 1njury.

OF Could this be, looking at his official medical record
from his file, he was... after he got initial emergency care at
Walker, he then, when they got back to Holloman, he was admitted
to the hospital by Dr. Eason.

A: Yeah.




CMSGT HAP LUTZ (Ret) - 5/31/95

@) Then about four days later he was released, he was TDY
o Hollleman Musesheswa s re leased  baeck Steot W right=—RPatrerson .

A: Right.

O Igquess T waat TmEaskings s idwa s et o8N Co lone
Kittinger and Kaufman and Fulgham, they remember getting like a
Cranspere Cype alrplane teomgeiback nte Weight—RBatEersen. Do syou
chinlesvelsceollldEpaleoniElising  nilsiEr ansSpoO L E T oae ki oM aiaht —
PalBtlelEsSenis

A: I could be. Absolutely. Absolutely.

@ But you remember this plane, for lack of a better word,
was a special flight?

A: Yeah. Absolutely. It was definitely for that purpose,
as I reecall.

O NguessiERat Nt ake s8e are e w05 SN ew N Edas gs ENGilke S0
ask a question. You said you'd written about this.

A: Yes, I have.
O You showed me something you had written in...

A Alr Commando Newsletter. e s wEoOE e EREiSh Akt el e

septemberrofs 1993, 1" wrote a sequell to thiss in the Mareh® isisue
@ 1194

QO Did you know this was i1nvolved 1n this Roswell
incident?

A: Absolutely not.
Qs What made you decide to write about 1t?
A [ wWrite stories, and I tey to bring interest tEo the

membership about some of my explolts over the years. This
happencd feo ©ccur toMme - WHaving 'scen Captazxn Kitoinger on many
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occasions, and having served with him since this 1959 1ncident,
and him being the individual... I guess and his ongoing

cxpiloits eressing ehel Atd ant ieWantal baliloon. L thought it would
peskeens toNol s readers tolw i e Eh is s to "

@5 So this incident stuck out in your head as being
something. . .

A: It was a high point in my life. Absolutely.
(Laughter)

@ ot Ehereanere inonseriousiinjliries Ssoniswast kind Yot
looking back, it was kind of hilarious...

A: Yeah, since everybody's alive and well, absolutely.
wish all the other stories had the same ending.

0 I think that's all I have. If you have anything you'd
like to add.

Ac: I wish I could be more specific, as I told NG LI i
chaetsial 1IN renenberiand Sififanyvithingloecurs or jiobs my memony,
again or since, I'll certainly be glad to get in touch with you
anEiNDals st Ne  SENBELE G I ot Wi NI [ Sy e

(END)




