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May 11, 1995
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DEAR LT McANDREW

I HAVE LOOKED FOR PHOTOS OF THE DUMMIES WHICH YOU REQUESTED.
I KNOW THAT SOME WHERE IN THE GREAT VOID THERE IS A PHOTO OF A
STRING OF THEM READY TO DROP FROM A C-97 AT HOLLOMAN. I CAN’T
FIND IT AND AM SORRY TO FAIL YOU.

THE SCRAP BOOK HAS MANY THINGS BUT I SELECTED THIS LITTLE
BRUNDLE ON THE OFF CHANCE ONE OR MORE MAY BE OF INTEREST.

YOU TRIGGERED MANY MEMORIES--THANK YOoUu!

SINCERELY

COL USAF (RET)

PS; JOIN MY LEGION POST. WE NEED TROOPS LIKE YOU AND WE DO MANY
GOOD THINGS FOR YOUTH.



THE U-2 CRISIS = PART 1

MICHAEL R.BESCHLOSS

On May Day, 1960, two weeks before President Eisenhower was to meet Nikita Khru-
shchev at a Paris summit, the CIA’s Francis Gary Powers flew a U-2 spy plane deep into
the Soviet Union and crashed. This mysterious event caused one of the most serious
confrontations of the cold war and may have changed the course of history. Historian
Michael R. Beschloss has written an important new book on the U-2
crisis. Here 1s the first of two exclusive excerpts from Mayday, a Main
L. 9. Selection of the Book-of-the-Month Club. The book draws on interviews
Coad¥% By with key Eisenhower and CIA officials as well as private diaries, letters and heretofore-
~ secret documents. Mayday will be published by Harper & Row, Publishers, on May 1.

THE SPY FLIGHT THAT
KILLED IKE'S DREAM

M April 30, 1960. There was no premonition
of disaster. On a tranquil Saturday like this,
the President’s day began in the First Lady’s
bedroom on the second floor of the White
House, where the first beams of sunlight
pushed through the floral draperies and fell
across the sleeping man and woman.

In the absence of an urgent telephone call,
Dwight David Eisenhower was awakened by
his valet, a black sergeant named John
Moaney who had laid out the General of the
Army’s clothes 1n Algiers, London, Frank-
furt, New York and Paris. When Moaney
knocked, the President usually cried, “O.K.!”
and reached for a bathrobe, his cheeks pink
and fringe of snowy hair ruffled from sleep.
To avoid waking his wife, Eisenhower slipped
into the adjoining President’s bedroom, which
he used for changing clothes and naps.

He ordinarily took his morning shower be-
fore stirring hot shaving foam in an old-fash-
ioned mug and moving a safety razor up and
down the most famous face in the Western
World. In the spring of 1960, the image in the
mirror looked firmer and graver than the face
smiling from the “I LIKE IKE” banners of
his first campaign, as if seven years in the
White House had chastened and deepened
him. But the actual reason was his diet.

Since his heart attack in 1955, the President
had obeyed his doctor and forsworn the rich
food he loved, to bring himself down to 173
pounds, his football weight at West Point in
1913. Stripped of the extra layer of fat, his fea-
tures were at once more sensitive and more
powerful. Years later, on first meeting Eisen-
hower, Henry Kissinger was not prepared for
the ““cold, deep-blue, extraordinarily penetrat-
Ing eyes.’’

After he dressed and took breakfast, the
President walked down the wide hall that
served First Families as a private parlor and
into the private elevator. Soon he entered his
pale green Oval Office and sat down behind
the rosewood desk.

Gen. Andrew Goodpaster, his staff secre-
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SEGRET MISSIONS OF
THE BLAGK PLANES

In November, 1954, President
Eisenhower authorized the CIA to
spend $35 million to build a
high-flying spy plane that could
cross the Soviet Union without being
shot down. From July, 1956, through
May Day, 1960, he secretly ordered
and oversaw each of the three or
four dozen missions on which
Francis Gary Powers and other CIA
pilots flew into Russia.

From the program’s start,
Eisenhower had been worried that
the Russians might misinterpret a
U-2 flight as the forerunner of an
American military invasion. Time and
time again, he told his aides that
ordering a plane to pierce Soviet
airspace in peacetime was “‘one of
the most soul-searching questions to
come before a President.”

d¥

tary, walked in to deliver the morning intelli-
gence briefing. He reminded the President of
something so secret that it was known only to
two other key members of the White House
staff: In West Pakistan, a CIA pilot was wait-
ing to fly for 9 hours to Norway across the for-
bidden territory of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

Eisenhower had always been reluctant to
violate Soviet airspace. He privately noted
that *““if they were to do this to us,” 1t might
start a nuclear war. But by 1959, CIA deputy
director Richard Bissell, father of the U-2
program, reported that the black planes were
gathering a large percentage of “our hard
intelligence information about the Soviet
Union.”

This spring, the President had been more
reluctant than ever. Four years into the pro-
gram, there was not only greater risk of
downing, but, two weeks from now, Eisen- |
hower was scheduled to meet Nikita Khru-
shchev at the summit in Paris along with the
leaders of Britain and France. In June, Eisen-
hower would go to the Soviet Union, where
Khrushchev was planning an extravagant
welcome.

Negotiators for both sides had drawn close
to reaching a limited nuclear-test-ban treaty,
which, if signed, would be the first major ac-
cord of the cold war. Privately, Eisenhower
told aides that he was “determined” to achieve
it. Since becoming President in 1953, his chief
aspiration had been to create a lasting im-
provement in American-Soviet relations. He
told French President Charles de Gaulle,
“What a splendid exit it would be for me to
end up...with an agreement between East
and West!”

Nevertheless, on April 9, 1960, the President
had sent the U-2 back into Russia. Then the
CIA asked for still another flight. Eisenhower
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approved the mission but allowed only two
weeks in which to fly: “We don’t want that
thing flying up there while the summit’s on.”

For two weeks, clouds and snowstorms con-
cealed much of the route over the Soviet Union.
Bissell pleaded for a few more days. Eisenhow-
er agreed but specified that “‘no operation is to
be carried out after May 1.”

By this, the last day of April, the pilot and
plane were still waiting in West Pakistan. If
they could not fly tomorrow on May Day,
there would be no mission at least until after
the summit.

Saturday evening. Eisenhower joined his
wife Mamie; his son John, who served as a
Presidential aide; John’s wife Barbara, and
the four grandchildren for dinner at Camp
David. After the meal, they watched “April
Showers,” starring Jack Carson and Ann
Sothern, a sentimental tale made in 1948
about a vaudeville family’s rise to Broadway.

As the 69-year-old President sat with his
family in the darkened room, the changing
brightness of the screen lighting their faces, he
looked forward to nine final months in the
White House that would be the capstone of his
long career: A Soviet-American accord at Par-
1S, the grand tour of Russia and, as he also ex-
pected, a Republican victory in November that
would be a final ratification of his Presidency.

He could not know that these expectations
largely rested on the fate of a young former Air
Force lieutenant whose name he had never
heard, who was tossing and turning on his cot
In a noisy, steaming hangar in West Pakistan.

In South Asia, it was now Sunday, the first of
May. Inside the pitch-dark hangar at Pesha-
war, 2 hours after midnight, Francis Gary
Powers rose from his cot and braced himself for
his mission—3,788 miles north to Bodo, Nor-
way, bisecting the Soviet land mass at the
Urals.

GAFFELED TO
COLD-WAR THAW

In the summer of 1959, President
Eisenhower approved an invitation for
Khrushchev to make the first U.S. visit
of a supreme Soviet leader—if there
was progress at East-West talks in
Geneva. By mistake, the State
Department invited Khrushchev
unconditionally. When Khrushchev
accepted, Eisenhower blew up: Now
he must personally “pay the penalty”
of a visit that would be “a most
unpleasant experience.”

But Khrushchev’s-visit that
September had a positive impact.
Henry Cabot Lodge, who escorted the
Soviet leader, told the President that
Khrushchev was “deeply impressed”

by American productive power: “‘He
probably does not now really think the
Soviets are likely to surpass us—at
least anytime soon.” After two private
days with Eisenhower at Camp David,
Khrushchev lifted an ultimatum on
Berlin, announced that the President
had “captivated™ him and praised his
wisdom and love of peace in terms no
cold-war Soviet leader has used
either before or since. The stage was
set for a full-fledged negotiation at the
summit in Paris.

AHVHE1 H3MOHNISIE 0 LHOIMA

While squeezing into his flight suit, he was
asked, “Do you want the silver dollar?” It
looked like an ordinary coin with a loop at-
tached for fastening onto a key chain. But in-
side the two halves of the coin was a tiny pin
loaded with a lethal shellfish toxin perfected by
the CIA at a reported cost of $3 million.

As Richard Bissell later said, the U-2 pilots
were “‘exhorted but not ordered” to kill them-
selves if caught by the Russians. If a plane went
down and a U-2 pilot was captured, he might
well prefer suicide to torture. Powers accepted
the coin and dropped it into the pocket of his
flight suit.

The CIA did not think there was much
chance that a U-2 pilot would survive a mishap.
The plane was so fragile that it would probably
break up under assault. An escaping pilot could
not survive at high altitude. An explosive was
stowed behind the U-2 pilot’s seat before each
flight into Russia. Each pilot was informed that
in an emergency he must set off the bomb be-
fore using his ejection seat and parachute. Pi-
lots were told that after flipping the two
switches, they would have 70 seconds to leave
the plane before the bomb exploded.

Some wondered whether the explosive really
had a shorter delay. Some suspected that there
was no delay, and that when they flipped the
second switch, the bomb would obliterate not
only the plane and equipment but them too.

At 5:20 a.m., with a package of Kents in his
pocket, Powers was strapped into the scorch-
ing cockpit of his plane. To keep the U-2 from
being traced to the U.S. government, the
plane’s black skin and the pilot’s silver suit
were both unmarked.

At 6:26 the signal came. He locked his plas-
tic canopy from the inside. The ladder was
pulled from his plane. He jerked the throttle.
The engine screamed and the plane shot into
the unforgettable parabola so steep that early
U-2 pilots feared that their planes would over-
turn. To his east was China in the full brilliance
of dawn; to the west, Afghanistan, Iran and the
Middle East were emerging from the night.

In no time, he was soaring over 60,000 feet.
His underwear was still soaked from the Pesha-
war heat, but now he shivered. He switched on
the autopilot and wrote in his flight log, “De-
layed one-half hour.”

Sixty minutes into his mission, he neared the
air frontier of the Soviet Union. The radio
could not be used to let colleagues in Pakistan

Copyright (©) 1986 by Michael R. Beschloss
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know: that could alert the Russians. Instead he
broadcasted two clicks. Peshawar sent back a
single click: Proceed as planned.

Nikita K hrushchev was asleep. In the dark,
workers in Moscow’s Red Square were tacking
up bunting and moving bleachers 1n prepara-
tion for the national celebration of May Day.

In Khrushchev’s bedroom, the telephone
rang. As he later recalled, at the other end of
the line was his Defense Minister, Marshal Ro-
dion Malinovsky. An unidentified plane had
crossed the Afghan frontier into Soviet air-
space. Both men knew who had sent the plane.

Khrushchev was furious: Bad enough to
invade Soviet airspace, but on a national holi-
day—and 15 days before the Paris summit!
The plane must be shot down.

This was easier said than done. Both men
knew that for nearly four years they had failed
to strike the American intruder. But Malinov-
sky said he had already given the order: “If our
antiaircraft units can just keep their eyes open
and stop yawning long enough, I'm sure we'll
knock the plane down.”

Sealed inside his flight suit, a single soul
over a ghostly and menacing land, Frank
Powers gazed into the midnight-blue strato-
sphere that only a small brotherhood of pilots
knew and switched his cameras on and off.

He swept on past the Aral Sea over the long
route north to Chelyabinsk. At this instant,
by his later recollection, the plane pitched
nose-up; the autopilot had conked out. Soon it
conked out again. If he proceeded, he would
have to fly the airplane manually.

This could be treacherous: Should he turn
back? By now he was roughly 1,300 miles
inside Russia. He decided to *‘go on and ac-
complish what I had set out to do.”

Next target was Sverdlovsk, which was de-
fended by the Soviet Union’s new SA-2 Guide-
line missiles. As Powers later said, he switched
on cameras and other equipment, and turned
90 degrees, toward the southwestern edge of
the city. Now he was more than halfway into
his mission. In Washington, it was 1:53 on Sun-
day morning. Moscow time was 8:53 a.m.

He heard a dull “thump.” The plane con-
vulsed, and an orange flash lit the cockpit and
sky. Knocked back in his seat, he cried, “My
God, I've had it now!”

He seized the throttle with his left hand,
keeping his right on the steering wheel. The air-
craft’s nose swung down; when he pulled on the
wheel, he found that the plane had gone out of
control. A violent movement shook the plane
and flung him about the cockpit. Wings
snapped off. With its nose to the heavens, the
mangled fuselage spun toward earth.

The destructor switches. As he later re-
called, he reached for them and then changed
his mind; first he must position himselt to

eject. Powers was so sprawled that he icuica
that during ejection his legs might be sheared
off by the metal canopy rails overhead. Never-
theless, he forced both heels into the stirrups
of his seat. But he could not force his shoul-
ders back. He was on the edge of panic when
he realized that he could simply climb out of
the cockpit. He reached up and unfastened
the canopy; it sailed into space.

He later testified that he was planning to
throw the destructor switches when centrifu-
gal force threw him halfway out of the cock-
pit. His face plate frosted over. Still tied to the
plane by oxygen hoses, by his account, he
tried to climb back into the cockpit to set off
the destruction device. But the G-force, the
gravitational force, was overpowering. Unable
to thrust his hand under the windscreen to
reach the switches, he later recalled thinking,
“I’ve just got to try to save myself now.” Kick-
ing and squirming, he must have broken the
hoses because suddenly he was free.

The orange-and-white parachute bloomed
overhead. He flicked off his face plate, and
fresh air blasted his lungs. Fragments of his
plane fell past him. What about the silver dol-
lar? He unscrewed the tiny loop, tossed away
the two halves of the coin and slipped the pin
into his pocket, just in case.

Plunging fast now, he dropped fatally close
to electric-power lines as the earth rushed up to
greet him and his head slammed hard against
the denied territory of the Soviet Union.

In Red Square, soldiers, students, farmers,
athletes marched past the frieze of Soviet lead-
ers standing atop the Lenin-Stalin Tomb. Mar-
shal S. S. Biryuzov, chief commander of Soviet
antiaircraft forces, spoke into Khrushchev’s
ear: The intruder plane had been downed. The
pilot had been captured alive and was being
questioned. Khrushchev congratulated the
Marshal on “‘this wonderful news.”

Khrushchev’s smile may have taxed his
considerable dramatic skills, for this ‘“‘won-
derful news” was unlikely to help him. De-
spite Western references to the *“absolute ruler
of the Soviet Union,” Khrushchev had actual-
ly almost been overthrown in 1957. Potential
rivals remained, waiting for an opportunity.

Now, a fortnight before the summit he had
sought for years, this pirate plane. And on
May Day, no less!

Khrushchev knew that it would be almost
impossible to conceal American wreckage and
a live pilot, even if he wished. Once word
spread through the party, the Army and the
K GB, potential foes might seize the violation
as evidence of how foolish Khrushchev had
been, infatuated with Eisenhower and an Un-
cle Sam now revealed to be as warlike as ever.
The “wonderful news,” if not deftly managed,
could throw Khrushchev into another strug-
gle for his political life.
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Al‘ the Waldorf-Astoria in New York, Allen

THE PILOT’S I A
JAMES BOND KIT HUHERBY STARAC
Francis Gary Powers HELME‘
considered himself a pilot, L BL&“%:EI
not a spy, but the CIA ‘ ‘f&‘\‘ﬁ‘}mﬁ
supplied him with i 40

emergency equipment
suitable for the
best-prepared James
Bond—not only the
notorious suicide pin and
destructor unit, but a
hunting knife, a
custom-made pistol with
silencer, a life raft,
clothing, water, food, a
compass, signal flares, a
first-aid kit, hunting gear
and a large silk banner in
14 languages:

| BEAR NO MALICE
TOWARD YOUR PEOPLE.
IF YOU HELP ME, YOU
WILL BE REWARDED.

The “rewards” included
7,500 rubles, ladies’ rings
and gold watches.
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THE MISSION

Flight plan: Cross U.S.S.R. from
Pakistan to Norway—3,788 miles
in 9 hours.

Goals: Spy on Tyuratam, the
Soviets' Cape Canaveral, and
Plesetsk, suspected site of Soviets™
first ICBM's. (Months later, U.S. ®_
spy satellite confirmed missiles in . "=
place at Plesetsk.)

FOREIGN PARTNERS
IN ESPIONAGE

CIA Director Allen Dulles once said
that one thing he “never’” discussed
was the collaboration of friendly
governments with the CIA. The U.S.
secretly persuaded the leaders and
intelligence officials of Norway,
West Germany, Turkey, Pakistan
and Japan to allow the U-2 to fly
into Russia from their territory.
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Dulles took Sunday breakfast with 2,500
members of the New York Police Department
to be lauded for “distinguished government
service and dedication to Christian 1deals.”
The CIA director did not know yet that the
U-2 was down, but his people in Washington
did. Professional eavesdroppers of the Nation-
al Security Agency had followed the Powers
plane as it soared up the Urals; from listening
posts they heard the babble of frantic Soviet
officers demanding its interception. CIA men
at Bodo airfield in Norway flashed word to
Washington that the plane was overdue.

Andrew Goodpaster was spending Sunday
with his family in Alexandria when the CIA
man called. Goodpaster called the President,
who was skeet shooting at Camp David: “One
of our reconnaissance planes on a scheduled
flight is overdue and possibly lost”—the news
Eisenhower had feared since the start of the
U-2 program.

The President boarded his helicopter. As 1t
flew toward the White House, he looked down
on the farms and tract houses of the Maryland
countryside. He had once told his aides that ““if
one of these planes is shot down, this thing 18
going to be on my head. I'm going to catch
hell. The world will be 1n a mess.”

It would be embarrassing for the United
States to rebut Russian charges of aerial espi-
onage, but he had the satisfaction of knowing
that his government could plausibly deny that
the U-2 pilot had deliberately violated Soviet
airspace. The CIA and Joint Chiefs had as-
sured him that it would be “impossible” for
the Soviets to capture a live pilot.

Eisenhower’s chopper landed on the south
grounds of the White House at 4:26 p.m. At
the same hour, in his prison cell in Moscow,
Francis Gary Powers fell asleep for the night.

handle the downing of the American plane.
For days, Khrushchev had been pondering
his decision: Should he sweep the U-2 under

the rug or reveal it in a propaganda assault
that would stir up Soviet and world opinion
against the United States?

If he swept the matter under the rug, the
Paris summit and Eisenhower’s trip to Russia
might proceed. But this would give Khru-
shchev’s enemies a powerful weapon. They
would argue that Khrushchev was so timid
that he was willing to tolerate even such a
grave infraction.

Dramatic revelation of the U-2 downing
and a propaganda attack on the United States
would satisfy Khrushchev’s critics and would
put the Americans on the defensive. But the
period of good feeling which began at Camp
David would surely be over. The indignation
of Soviet outer circles and the Soviet people
might endanger the Paris summit and compel
re-escalation of the cold war.

After Camp David, Khrushchev had ex-
tolled the American President and peaceful co-
existence as no Soviet leader had before.
Casting Eisenhower and the Americans as vil-
lains now would be a grandiose, humiliating
public confession of how wrong he had been.

Khrushchev proposed a plan. Tomorrow
the Supreme Soviet would convene in Mos-
cow. He would inform the parliament’s mem-
bers that the United States had sent a spy
plane into Soviet territory. He would reveal
that the plane had been shot down, but not
that the pilot had been captured alive.

Thursday morning, May 5. In the Great
Kremlin Palace, Khrushchev’s arrival on
stage touched off resounding applause. The
leader grinned, clapped his own fleshy hands
and the room fell quiet: “Comrade deputies!
This session of the Supreme Soviet has con-
vened in the spring—a wonderful time.”
After 3 hours, he turned to the world scene:
“As you know, on May 16, a meeting will take
he leaders of the Soviet
>s, Great Britain and
ssential if a solid basis
| coexistence between
al systems.”
for alarm. “Comrade
1ons of the Soviet gov-
) yOUu ON aggressive ac-
Union in the past few
tes of America.
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tate frontiers and in-
of the Soviet Union.”
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military apparently
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can plane crossed our
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Earsplitting applause from the audience. He
twisted his neck to glare up at U.S. Ambassa-
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All did so at high risk. They knew
that while the Russians might not
retaliate against the U.S. for an aerial
violation, they might strike back at a
weaker U.S. ally. The CIA promised
each government that if the spy
flights were ever revealed to the
world, the U.S. would claim that it had
used its territory to wage spy flights
into Russia without permission. After
the U-2 fell on May Day, this promise
was kept.
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Dulles took Sunday breakfast with 2,500
members of the New York Police Department
to be lauded for “distinguished government
service and dedication to Christian 1deals.”
The CIA director did not know yet that the
U-2 was down, but his people in Washington
did. Professional eavesdroppers of the Nation-
al Security Agency had followed the Powers
plane as it soared up the Urals; from listening
posts they heard the babble of frantic Soviet
officers demanding its interception. CIA men
at Bodo airfield in Norway flashed word to
Washington that the plane was overdue.

Andrew Goodpaster was spending Sunday
with his family in Alexandria when the CIA
man called. Goodpaster called the President,
who was skeet shooting at Camp David: “One
of our reconnaissance planes on a scheduled
flight is overdue and possibly lost”—the news
Eisenhower had feared since the start of the
U-2 program.

The President boarded his helicopter. As it
flew toward the White House, he looked down
on the farms and tract houses of the Maryland
countryside. He had once told his aides that *if
one of these planes is shot down, this thing 1s
going to be on my head. I'm going to catch
hell. The world will be 1n a mess.”

It would be embarrassing for the United
States to rebut Russian charges of aerial espi-
onage, but he had the satisfaction of knowing
that his government could plausibly deny that
the U-2 pilot had deliberately violated Soviet
airspace. The CIA and Joint Chiefs had as-
sured him that it would be “impossible™ for
the Soviets to capture a live pilot.

Eisenhower’s chopper landed on the south
grounds of the White House at 4:26 p.m. At
the same hour, in his prison cell in Moscow,
Francis Gary Powers fell asleep for the night.

Monday morning, May 2. Andrew Good-
paster went to the Oval Office and told the
President that the U-2 pilot was still missing.
A CIA man had brought over the agreed-
upon draft of the cover story. It would say
that a U-2 weather pilot in Turkey had been
lost after reporting oxygen problems by radio.

The President read the document. For
years, some of his lieutenants would deny that
he had ever read or approved it. But, in fact,
he nodded assent and handed the sheet back
to Goodpaster for distribution by NASA.

At the CIA, a colleague heard Richard
Bissell assure Allen Dulles and other top offi-
cials that it was “‘impossible” for the U-2 pilot
to have survived a crash.

Wednesday, May 4. In Moscow, members
of the Central Committee of the Soviet Com-
munist Party wrangled in secret over how to
handle the downing of the American plane.
For days, Khrushchev had been pondering
his decision: Should he sweep the U-2 under

the rug or reveal it in a propaganda assault
that would stir up Soviet and world opinion
against the United States?

If he swept the matter under the rug, the
Paris summit and Eisenhower’s trip to Russia
might proceed. But this would give Khru-
shchev’s enemies a powerful weapon. They
would argue that Khrushchev was so timid
that he was willing to tolerate even such a
erave infraction.

Dramatic revelation of the U-2 downing
and a propaganda attack on the United States
would satisfy Khrushchev’s critics and would
put the Americans on the defensive. But the
period of good feeling which began at Camp
David would surely be over. The indignation
of Soviet outer circles and the Soviet people
might endanger the Paris summit and compel
re-escalation of the cold war.

After Camp David, Khrushchev had ex-
tolled the American President and peaceful co-
existence as no Soviet leader had before.
Casting Eisenhower and the Americans as vil-
lains now would be a grandiose, humiliating
public confession of how wrong he had been.

Khrushchev proposed a plan. Tomorrow
the Supreme Soviet would convene i Mos-
cow. He would inform the parliament’s mem-
bers that the United States had sent a spy
plane into Soviet territory. He would reveal
that the plane had been shot down, but not
that the pilot had been captured alive.

Thursday morning, May 5. In the Great
Kremlin Palace, Khrushchev’s arrival on
stage touched off resounding applause. The
leader grinned, clapped his own fleshy hands
and the room fell quiet: ““‘Comrade deputies!
This session of the Supreme Soviet has con-
vened in the spring—a wonderful time.”

After 3 hours, he turned to the world scene:
“As you know, on May 16, a meeting will take
place in Paris involving the leaders of the Soviet
Union, the United States, Great Britain and
France.” Success was ‘‘essential if a solid basis
is to be laid for peaceful coexistence between
states with different social systems.™

But there was cause for alarm. “Comrade
deputies! On the instructions of the Soviet gov-
ernment, [ must report to you on aggressive ac-
tions against the Soviet Union in the past few
weeks by the United States of America.

“The United States has been sending aircraft
that have crossed our state frontiers and in-
truded upon the airspace of the Soviet Union.™
The U.S. had sent such a plane on April 9,
1960. “The American military apparently
found this impunity to their liking and decided
to repeat their aggressive act. The day they
chose for this was the most festive day for the
working peoples of all countries—May Day!

“On this day, early in the morning, at 5:36
Moscow time, an American plane crossed our
frontier and continued its flight deep into Sovi-
et territory. ... The plane was shot down.”
Earsplitting applause from the audience. He
twisted his neck to glare up at U.S. Ambassa-
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dor Llewellyn Thompson: “*“What was this? A
May Day greeting?”’ Delegates whooped and
stamped their feet.

“The question then arises: Who sent this
aircraft across the Soviet frontier? Was 1t the
American Commander in Chief who, as ev-
eryone knows, 1s the President? Or was this
aggressive act performed by Pentagon milita-
rists without the President’s knowledge?”
Khrushchev charged that **American aggres-
sive circles” were trying to “‘torpedo the Paris
summit or, at any rate, prevent an agreement
for which the whole world 1s waiting.”

Now he capped off the outrage he had so
artfully whipped up. “We address the Ameri-
can people: In spite of these aggressive acts
against our country, we have not forgotten
the friendly encounters we had during our
visit to America. Even now, I profoundly be-
lieve that the American people—except for
certain imperialist and monopolist circles—
want peace and friendship with the Soviet
Union. ... I do not doubt President Eisen-
hower’s sincere desire for peace.”

In Washington, 1t was 7 o’clock on Thursday
morning. Members and staff of the National
Security Council were rushing to helicopter
pads in the District, Maryland and Virginia,
part of a long-planned Doomsday rehearsal for
the day Washington was destroyed by nuclear
attack. They flew to High Point, a top-secret
command post in Virginia’s Blue Ridge.

There, two men gave a history of Soviet
and American long-range missiles. As they
spoke, Goodpaster was called to a secure tele-
phone to talk to James Hagerty, the Presi-
dent’s press secretary. Hagerty asked about
Khrushchev’s allegations; the White House
press was already breaking down his door.
What should he tell them? Goodpaster had a
quiet word with the President and told Ha-
gerty to stand by.

Eisenhower asked senior officials of State,
Defense and CIA to join him in an adjoining
lounge. Someone said they must refute Khru-
shchev’s charges at once. The President dis-
agreed; NASA'’s release had said enough. But
others complained that silence might be taken
as tacit admission that Khrushchev’s charges
were true. Eisenhower relented and asked
Acting Secretary of State Douglas Dillon to
draft a statement.

At 11:23, he returned to the White House.
Hagerty walked into the Oval Office and crisp-
ly told Eisenhower and Goodpaster that Khru-
shchev’s charges were such a major story that
the President must speak to the press at once.

This raised Goodpaster’s hackles: If the
American government was going to hand out a
deliberate lie, he wanted the President kept as
far away from it as possible. But Goodpaster
was handicapped from fully making his case:;
the U-2 was so secret that Hagerty was not
cleared to know. Even at this crucial moment,
as Goodpaster later recalled, he and Eisenhow-
er did not tell him everything about the real

TRUMAN, MACMILLAN
0.K.’d SPY FLIGHTS, T0O

t was not President Eisenhower but
Harry Truman who started U.S. spy
flights into the Soviet Union—in
1950. According to the late Gen.
Nathan Twining, Truman asked Air
Force Chief of Staff Hoyt
Vandenberg “why in the devil” he
hadn’t been doing it before.

Neither the U.S. or Britain ever
admitted that the U-2 flights into
Russia were a joint Anglo-American
operation. Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan had the same power as
Eisenhower to order a mission. His
U-2 missions were flown by Royal Air
Force pilots using American planes.

IKE FORESAW UPROAR

When the Russians put the U-2
debris on display at Gorky Park and
Khrushchev denounced the U.S.,
Eisenhower was not surprised.

In February, he had told his Board
of Consultants on Foreign
Intelligence Activities that “if one of
these aircraft were lost when we
were engaged in apparently sincere
deliberations, it could be put on
display in Moscow and ruin my
effectiveness.” He said that with the
Paris summit ahead, it was essential
not to “dissipate’” his reputation for
honesty—especially since “the
embarrassment will be so great if
one crashes.”
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mission of this flight. Hence, Hagerty persisted
in arguing that the President be involved as
much as possible with this story.

Eisenhower refused to meet the press but
agreed to have both the State Department and
NASA issue statements on the U-2.

On the fifth floor of the State Department,
Douglas Dillon pressed the telephone receiver
to his ear and scrawled on a pad. At the other
end of the line was Allen Dulles at the CIA.

The two men felt that the less said, the bet-
ter. When they finished writing, Dillon gave
the finished draft to Lincoln White, the State
Department spokesman. At 12:45 p.m., White
met reporters and read 1t aloud:

“The Department has been informed by
NASA that, as announced May 3, a U-2 weath-
er-research plane based at Adana, Turkey, pi-
loted by a civilian, has been missing since May
I.... Mr. Khrushchev has announced that a
U.S. plane has been shot down over the
US.S.R. on that date. It may be that this was
the missing plane.”

During the past two days, Richard Bissell
had given NASA detailed cover information on
the U-2 in question-and-answer form. Now
Goodpaster called NASA’s administrator,

T. Keith Glennan: NASA should put some of

Bissell’s material in a written memorandum.
Goodpaster thought a written statement by
NASA would be better than “turning the press
loose on them.”

NASA spokesman Walter Bonney worked
Bissell’s material into a statement. At 1:30 he
met the press. Dreading the prospect of lying
to reporters who liked and trusted him, he
drew a deep breath and read aloud:

“One of NASA'’s U-2 research airplanes, in
use since 1956 in a continuing program to
study gust-meteorological conditions found at
high altitude, has been missing since about 9
Sunday morning, local time, when the pilot re-
ported he was having oxygen difficulties over
the Lake Van, Turkey, area.” Planned route:
1,400 nautical miles. Flight time: 3 hours, 45
minutes. Pilot was last heard from flying north-
east. Maximum altitude: 45,000 feet. Mission’s
purpose: Gathering information on ‘‘clear-air
turbulence, convective clouds, wind shear, the
jet stream and such widespread weather pat-
terns as typhoons.” Bonney continued with de-
tail after detail.

When Douglas Dillon read the NASA an-
nouncement, he was appalled. He had known
that NASA would be issuing a more detailed
statement but had not expected that the state-
ment would include so much information that
the Russians could disprove: “This statement

was absolutely crazy because we knew the
Russians would jump us on it.”

It was Thursday evening in Moscow. Am-
bassador Thompson was attending an Ethio-

plan Embassy reception at the Sovietskaya
Hotel. Within his earshot, the Swedish am-
bassador asked Soviet Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Jacob Malik under which article of the
U.N. Charter the Soviets would raise the
plane incident.

Malik said they didn’t know yet: They were
still questioning the pilot.

Still questioning the pilot? Thompson rushed
back to his embassy and sent a “MOST UR-
GENT” cable to Dillon in Washington.

Malik’s slip of the tongue was the first con-
crete indication that the Russians might have
captured the U-2 pilot alive. Had Thompson’s
cable reached Washington in time, it might
have kept the Americans from releasing the
NASA statement that could be so damningly
contradicted by a live U-2 pilot. But the cable
arrived at 1:34 p.m.—4 minutes after Walter
Bonney began reading his statement at NASA.

After sending his alert to Washington,

POWERS GRILLED ON
SUMMIT SABOTAGE

Within hours after his capture at
Sverdlovsk, Francis Gary Powers
was flown to Moscow and taken to
the Infamous Lubyanka Prison.
There, he was besieged by angry
military and intelligence officers who
demanded to know why he had really
flown into the Soviet Union.

The U-2 pilot noticed that his
poison pin had been taken out of the
room. His situation was dire enough
without adding a murder. He warned
his captors about the pin. Later the
Russians used it to inject a dog,
which died in 90 seconds.

That night, Powers was taken to
his cell. The steel-and-oak door was

Thompson sent another cable to dissuade col-
leagues at home from concluding that Khru-
shchev had given up on the Paris summit:

AS I LISTENED TO HIS REMARKS

ON THE PLANE INCIDENT, IT

APPEARED TO ME THAT THEY HAD

BEEN CAREFULLY CONSIDERED IN

ORDER NOT—REPEAT NOT—TO

SLAM ANY DOORS.

That evening, John Eisenhower called his
mother and asked how his father liked the
news about the U-2. The President barked,
“Do you think I ought to like 1t?”

The next day, Dulles and Bissell wanted
Eisenhower to confide ‘‘at least partly” in
congressional leaders about the U-2, but he
refused: “These congressional fellows will 1n-
evitably spill the beans.”

Saturday, May 7. In Moscow, Khrushchev
arrived to wind up the meeting of the
Supreme Soviet: “Comrade deputies! The ag-
gressive act committed by the U.S. Air Force

e
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against the Soviet Union has justifiably
incensed deputies and all Soviet people.”
With a smirk, he read out the most tanta-
lizing portions of the State Department and
NASA announcements. Then he dropped his
bombshell:

“Comrades, I must let you in on a secret.
When I made my report two days ago, I
deliberately refrained from mentioning that
we have the remnants of the plane—and we
also have the pilot, who is quite alive and
kicking!”

Thunderous applause and laughter.

“Just look how many silly things they have
said: Lake Van, scientific research and so on.
Now when they learn that the pilot 1s alive,
they will have to think up something else. And
they willl™

Hoots and more laughter. “First of all, I
wish to announce that the pilot of the downed
American plane 1s alive and in good health.

slammed shut. A naked light bulb
burned overhead, and he could not
sleep. Thus far, he had survived his
ordeal, but one line of questioning
had thrown him slightly off balance:
“Why was this flight flown so close
to the summit meeting? Was this a
deliberate attempt to sabotage the
talks?"

In August, 1960, the Soviets put
Powers on center stage in Moscow's
Hall of Columns for their most
flamboyant show trial of the cold war.
Through months of interrogation, the
pilot had withheld vital information
and refused Soviet demands to
denounce his own government.

But his fellow Americans did not
know that. For the rest of his life, he
would be haunted by his courtroom
plea that he was "deeply repentant
and profoundly sorry™ for flying into
Russia on May Day.

He is now in Moscow. The pilot’s name 18
Francis Gary Powers.”™

Khrushchev reported that Powers had tes-
tified that he had had ‘“‘no dizziness” or faulty
oxygen equipment. Following orders, he had
been flying along an assigned route, switching
on and off his apparatus for spying on the
Soviet Union ‘‘until the very moment his pi-
rate flight into this country was cut short.”

K hrushchev pulled out large copies of aeri-
al photographs and waved them. “Here are
some of the pictures showing military air-
fields. Here—/ook at this! Here are the air-
fields—here! Fighters in position on the
ground. Two little white strips. Here they are!
Here they are!” More thunderous applause.

(The “U-2 photographs” Khrushchev held
up were counterfeit. Having halted the mis-
sion, he was unwilling to allow even a small
sample of its intelligence product to reach
Washington.)

K hrushchev revealed that the pilot had also
carried two gold watches and seven gold la-
dies’ rings: “‘Perhaps he was supposed to have
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flown still higher, to Mars, and seduced the
Martian ladies!”” More laughter, and then the
fun was over:

“From the lofty rostrum of the Supreme
Soviet, we warn those countries that make
their territory available for launching planes
with anti-Soviet intentions: Do not play with
fire, gentlemen!. . .

“I remember the talks I had with Ameri-
cans. They impressed me very much. I still
believe that those who met me want peace and
friendly relations with the Soviet Union. But
apparently the Pentagon militarists and their
monopolist allies cannot halt their war
etforts.”

Once again Khrushchev divorced this mili-
tary cligue from Eisenhower: “I am quite
willing to grant that the President knew noth-
ing about the fact that such a plane was sent
into the Soviet Union. . . . But this should put
us even more on guard.

“When the military starts bossing the show,
the results can be disastrous. Such a pirate,
prone to dizziness, may in fact drop a hydro-
gen bomb on foreign soil. And this means that
the peoples of the land where this pirate was
born will unavoidably and immediately get a
more destructive hydrogen bomb in return!”

From Moscow, Llewellyn Thompson ca-
bled Washington:

KHRUSHCHEV HAS HIMSELF STATED

THE DILEMMA WITH WHICH WE ARE

FACED. SHOULD WE DENY THAT

THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF HAD ACTUAL

KNOWLEDGE OF THIS ACTION?

Andrew Goodpaster called John Eisenhower
at Gettysburg, where the President’s son and
his family lived a mile from the President’s
weekend and soon-to-be retirement home:
“They’ve got the pilot alive.”

John climbed into his car and drove to the
rambling white house his parents had built
over the frame of an old red farmhouse. He
found his father standing in the glassed-in
porch in the rear, looking out on the lime-
green Civil War battlegrounds he cherished.

The President’s reaction to the news: “Un-
believable.”” Now he knew that Khrushchev
had irrefutable evidence that his administra-
tion had deliberately violated Soviet alrspace
spied on the Soviet Union and several times
lied about it to the world.

There must be some response to Khru-
shchev’s speech—especially Khrushchev’s

“willingness to grant” that the CIA and Pen-
tagon had sent the U-2 into Russia without
the President’s knowledge. Evidently Khru-
shchev was offering him an escape hatch. If
Eisenhower used it, maintaining this fiction,
then the Paris summit might proceed.

But this would create other problems. What
would the world think if the American Presi-
dent had so little control over his own govern-
ment that minions could, without his

knowledge, send planes into Rusma that might
conceivably start a war? And the escape hatch

might turn out to be a trap: If Eisenhower
shirked responsibility for the U-2, Khrushchev
might then produce new evidence revealing the
President personally to have lied.

Thus, he had the choice of presenting him-
self as a leader whose government was capable
of accidental provocation—or declaring in
public that he was the man behind the U-2, the
first time in history that an American President
confessed that his government practiced
espionage.

Repeatedly assured that he would never
face such a dilemma, Eisenhower could fairly
wonder how ‘“this goddamned plane” had
fallen in Russia and the pilot survived. Now
he faced leaving the White House in the wake
of perhaps the bitterest disappointment of his
life, as if the gods who had always looked so
kindly on him had suddenly decided to exact
a price for their gifts of the past.

Tomorrow was the 15th anniversary of vic-
tory in Europe.

In Washington, Allen Dulles privately of-
fered his resignation: The President could tell
the world that his CIA director had been fired
for exceeding his authority.

“That’s the /last thing the President would
want,” said Andrew Goodpaster. “The Presi-
dent 1sn’t in the business of using scapegoats.”

Secretary of State Christian Herter had just
returned from Europe. Now that they knew
the espionage equipment and U-2 pilot had
survived the crash, “we had to make a deci-
sion,”’ as Herter later said. “Were we going to
keep on lying about this, or were we going to
tell the truth?”

Herter suggested a statement that was half
true, half false. It would admit that the Unit-
ed States had flown espionage missions for
four years along the Soviet border and that a
U-2 had “‘probably” flown into Soviet air-
space, but deny that the incursion had been
authorized in Washington. This might give
Khrushchev the satisfaction he seemed to be
asking for and still protect the President.

Informed at Gettysburg, Eisenhower
thought this ““might prove to be a mistake™ but
agreed that 1t was “worth a try.”” Shortly after 6
p.m., Lincoln White read the new statement to
reporters at the State Department.

Sunday, May 8. The Sunday morning papers
evinced astonishment and indignation. In the
New York Herald Tribune, Walter Lippmann
wrote, “Denying that i1t authorized the flight,
the administration has entered a plea of
iIncompetence.”

At Gettysburg, Eisenhower was rebelling
against the new statement. It galled him to keep
silent while Khrushchev presented a *““passion-
ate but highly distorted presentation of one
particular phase of international espionage.”

He was not priggish about lying for his coun-
try. But Khrushchev might go on television
again to raise irrefutable evidence that the

IKE WAS READY TO SPY
WITH “AIR FORGE ONE™

In preparation for Eisenhower’s
planned trip to Russia in June, 1960,
spying equipment was secretly
mounted aboard “Air Force One.”

In the fall of 1959, Eisenhower
wrote Khrushchev asking to use his
own plane inside Russia. Khrushchev
told Ambassador Llewellyn
Thompson that the Soviet military
feared “Air Force One’ might have
““secret means of photographing
Soviet territory.” Thompson
promised to allow a Soviet navigator
to ride in the cockpit. Khrushchev
wrote Eisenhower that he had

DID SECRETARY OF
STATE HERTER
PERJURE HIMSELF?

In May and June, 1960, the U.S.
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
investigated the U-2 affair behind
closed doors. Richard Helms, later
CIA director (1966-73), attended the
hearings as a CIA censor. In an
interview with Beschloss quoted in
Mayaay, Helms charged that
Secretary of State Christian Herter
and other witnesses perjured
themselves.

Helms said: “They were all sworn.
Knowing what they knew and what
actually went on, if it isn’t perjury, |
don't understand the meaning of the
word. And I'm not against it. I'm
simply saying that it's not the first
time officials have perjured
themselves in the interest of
protecting a President.”

In 1977, Helms was himself
convicted of perjury for lying to the
same committee about CIA efforts to
mount a Chilean military coup.

The full transcript of the secret
U-2 hearings has only recently been
unsealed. It shows that when
Chairman J. William Fulbright asked
whether there was “‘ever a time”

MILITARY MH 'thHEPUH"E
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“finally” overcome his generals’
objections.

An air valve in the cockpit was
evidently rigged to secretly turn spy
equipment on and off. In an interview
quoted in Mayday, CIA deputy
director Richard Bissell told
Beschloss, | think lke would have
taken the position, "All right, if you
can put some equipment on my
aircraft unobtrusively and take what
you get, that’s all right.” But | think
he would have drawn the line at not
altering the flight path in any shape
or manner. . .. It would have been
very unwise to let it be thought that
his trip was being made or in any
sense conditioned by intelligence.”

when Eisenhower approved each U-2

flight, Herter replied, “It has never
come up to the President.”

But, in fact, since the start of the
program, Eisenhower had approved
the flights personally. Route maps
were spread across his desk as a
CIA man explained to him and the
Secretary of State why national
security depended on a new mission
into Russia. After a flight, U-2
photographs were often brought to
the White House for viewing by the
President.

AHVHE BIMOHNISE O LHOIMO
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President had indeed authorized the May Day
mission. Some reporter might exploit a leak
from someone who knew that the President
had approved every single U-2 flight. Then Ei-
senhower’s credibility would be lost forever.

His entire training suggested that the man at
the top should take full responsibility. When
Milton Eisenhower told his brother that he
must not take the rap for the U-2, the President
snapped that if he blamed a subordinate, he
would have to fire him and he would not ‘‘be
guilty of such hypocrisy.” Not only would this
be a *“‘glaring and permanent injustice,” but it
would confirm that the President was not in
control of his own government. People around
the world would fear that a low-level U.S. offi-
cer could start World War III.

The President called Herter and told him to
i1ssue a new statement admitting that for four
years the U-2 had been sent under a broad pres-
idential order to get “‘adequate knowledge™ of
the Soviet military-industrial complex and pro-
tect the nation from surprise attack.

He was still not ready to tell the full truth.
The statement should say that while the Presi-
dent knew that sometimes ‘“‘unusual and unor-
thodox” means were required to do this, he had
not been given the details of reconnaissance
missions. He wanted ‘“‘no specific tie”” of the
May Day flight to him.

Monday, May 9. In Moscow, at a Czech Em-
bassy reception, Khrushchev denounced the
State Department’s Saturday-night statement:
“Here is how they explain the spy-plane at-
fair—it 1s impossible to admit but impossible to
deny. It’s like the famous anecdote about the
spinster who isn’t a spinster because she has a
baby!” All laughed.

He said he did not want to ‘“‘heat up pas-
sions’’ against the U.S. He swung his open hand
in the direction of Llewellyn Thompson: “I re-
spect the U.S. ambassador and am sure that he
had nothing to do with this incursion.™

Before Khrushchev left the party, he told
Thompson, “I must talk with you,” and took
him into a side room. When the door closed, as
Thompson recalled, Khrushchev said, “7%is
U-2 thing has put me in a terrible spot. You have
to get me off it.”

Thompson pledged to do everything he
could. But in Washington, the State Depart-
ment made the announcement in Christian
Herter’s name that Eisenhower had personal-
ly authorized the U-2 flights. The statement
implied that there might be more.

In Moscow, Khrushchev read this newest
statement and he was apoplectic. He had gone
out of his way not to accuse the President of
sending the U-2 on May Day. Now this state-
ment seemed ‘‘as though Eisenhower was
boasting arrogantly about what the United
States could do and would do.”

Wednesday, May 11. At Gorky Park in
Moscow, the Russians put the U-2’s remains

on display in a carnival of agitprop. At 4
o’clock, a black Chaika Iimousine pulled up.
Khrushchev bounced out and bustled about
the hall, examining the noiseless pistol, ejec-
tion seat and destructor unit.

A reporter asked whether the newest Ameri-
can statement changed Khrushchev’s opinion
of the President. “‘It has, of course. I was not
aware that this plan was not the caprice of an
irresponsible officer. I was horrified to learn
that the President had endorsed the acts.”
Khrushchev spared Eisenhower but lambasted
Herter. Shaking his fist, he cried, “Far from
feeling guilty and ashamed of aggressive ac-
tions, he justifies them and says they will con-
tinue in the future! Only countries which are at
war with each other can act this way!”

“Do you still want President Eisenhower to
come to the Soviet Union?”

Khrushchev knitted his brow for 15 sec-
onds: “What do you want me to say? Come up
here and say 1t for me. ... You know my atti-
tude toward the President. I have often spoken
about it. I am a human being, and I have hu-
man feelings. I had hopes and they were be-
trayed. . . . So how can I now ask our people to
turn out and welcome the dear guest who 1s
coming to us? They will say, ‘Are you nuts?
What kind of a dear guest allows a plane to fly
over us to spy?’ "

“Wouldn’t you prefer President Eisenhows-
er’s visit to be postponed?”

“I do not want to answer this question in
front of you journalists. I will discuss this with
the President in Paris. We still want to find
ways to improve relations with the U.S.A.”

At that very hour in Washington, the Presi-
dent held his Wednesday press conference. He
had not yet seen the text of Khrushchev’s
comments at Gorky Park. Donning his spec-
tacles, he read out a declaration that the Rus-
sians had inflated the U-2 incident beyond all
proportion.

Thursday, May 12. Llewellyn Thompson ca-
bled Washington that Khrushchev’s Gorky
Park fulminations sounded as if the cold war
was on again:

ALL SIGNS NOW APPEAR TO POINT TO

KHRUSHCHEV'S INTENTION OF TRYING

TO EXTORT MAXIMUM PROPAGANDA

ADVANTAGE FROM THE SUMMIT

RATHER THAN ATTEMPT A SERIOUS

NEGOTIATION.

That afternoon, Goodpaster brought
Thompson’s message to the Oval Office. The
President read it, put on spiked shoes and
whacked out golf balls on the south grounds
of the White House. Then, as his secretary
noted, he departed for the family quarters,
“nervous, tense, said his blood pressure was
high.”

His showdown with Khrushchev in Paris
was four days ahead.

Next week: The nightmare summit
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THE U-2 CRISIS = PART 2

Here 1s the second and final excerpt from Mayday, the dra-
matic new book on the U-2 crisis by historian Michael R.
Beschloss. Last week’s excerpt revealed President Eisen-
hower’s astonishment when the CIA’s U-2 spy pilot
Francis Gary Powers crashed deep in the Soviet
Union on May Day, 1960—and survived.
% || This paved the way for a major cold-war
ey confrontation with Nikita Khrushchev in Paris.

o

will be published by Harper & Row, Publishers, on May 1.

Mayday

DOD

IKE’S NIGHTMARE

SUMMIT AT PARIS

M Saturday, May 14, 1960. Before dusk “Air
Force One” took off for Paris and the encoun-
ter with Nikita Khrushchev. Sometimes Ei-
senhower dozed, sometimes he read, some-
times he stared at the stars as the aircraft
moved into night over the North Atlantic.

It had been 13 days since he learned that
Francis Gary Powers had crashed at Sverd-
lovsk, a week since he learned that the pilot
had been captured alive. In their attempt to
preserve relations with Moscow and protect
the U.S. government from embarrassment,
high American officials had concealed the
fact that the President had personally sent
this plane into the Soviet Union. Nonetheless,
for the duration of the affair, the public would
hear no untruths from Eisenhower.

Since May Day he had maintained an al-
most supernatural composure—except for an
epithet or two spoken through clenched teeth
and the moment he told his secretary, I
would like to resign.”” On this flight to Paris
there was a break in his stoicism.

John Eisenhower came to the presidential
cabin. He loved his father and had been stung
by the public criticism about the U-2. His an-
ger focused on Allen Dulles. John reminded
his father that the CIA director had promised
that a pilot would never be captured alive:
“You ought to fire him.”

This provoked a Vesuvian explosion. The
President cried, “I am not going to shift the
blame to my underlings!” The outburst sug-
gested to John that “Dad was fighting a hard
battle himself internally about Dulles” and
“would like to have canned him.”

This was not far from the mark. The Presi-
dent told his aide Andrew Goodpaster that he
never wanted to see Dulles alone again.

Monday, May 16. “One of the things I had
forgotten about Paris is the amount of noise
caused by the traffic in the streets,” the Presi-
dent’s son wrote in his diary. “At times dur-
ing the day this seems rather a pleasant

1
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A PLAN TO BUG
KHRUSHCHEV

Vernon Walters (between de Gaulle
and Eisenhower, above) now serves
President Reagan as Ambassador to
the United Nations. In May, 1960, he
went to Paris as an aide and
interpreter under Eisenhower. Before
the ill-starred summit began, a man
Walters describes as “a very senior
U.S. official” asked him to carry an
eavesdropping device into the
meeting room at the Elysée Palace.
Walters refused. He said that he
would not bug the summit chamber
unless specifically ordered to do so
by President Eisenhower. Not only
were the French skilled at detecting
such devices, but President
de Gaulle had been of great help to
the United States government during
the U-2 crisis and would be “furious”
If he learned that his American allies
had hidden a microphone in the
room without his knowledge.

dv

sound—but not at 5:15 in the morning with
the grinding of gears from the trucks.”

The day of the long-awaited summit confer-
ence was here.

Harold Macmillan had scarcely slept. De-
ploring the uncivilized hour, the British
Prime Minister went to the official American
residence for breakfast at 8 o’clock. He later
wrote in his diary: “I thought Ike depressed
and uncertain. The conversation was rather
strained. I made it clear that we stood abso-
lutely together. . . . Ike seemed to cheer up at
this but still didn’t know what to do.”

More bad news: Khrushchev had sent word
that the four leaders should not meet alone
with translators, as planned, but with advis-
ers. Before the limousines departed for the
Elysee Palace, Secretary of State Christian
Herter cabled Washington:

MOUNTING EVIDENCE SUGGESTS

SOVIETS INTEND WRECK CONFERENCE

AT OPENING SESSION ON U-2 ISSUE.

PLEASE INFORM VICE PRESIDENT,

At the palace President Charles de Gaulle
took Khrushchev and his colleagues up the
grand stairway to the small green-and-gold
chamber once used by Louis XV and his mis-
tress for intimate dining. Three minutes later
de Gaulle brought in the British. Three min-
utes after that, the Americans. Eisenhower and
his party merely nodded to Khrushchev and
the Russians, who muttered among themselves
like the opposite side in a divorce hearing.

Twenty-tour men took their places. At 11:01
a.m. the doors behind the French President
swung closed. He said: ““Yesterday I received a
statement from one of the participants, MTr.
Khrushchev, which I conveyed verbally to the
other participants—President Eisenhower and
Mr. Macmillan. Does anyone therefore wish to
say anything?”’

“Dal” cried Khrushchev, springing to his
feet. “‘I would like the floor.”

“I would also like to make a short state-
ment,”” said Eisenhower.

De Gaulle ruled that as a chief of state and
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government Eisenhower should be first to be
heard, but Khrushchev objected: “I was the
first to ask for the floor.” De Gaulle raised his
eyebrows. Eisenhower nodded.

Khrushchev put on his rimless glasses. The
hand holding his papers trembled. For 45
minutes he read indignantly aloud, inveighing
against the “aggressive’”” May Day flight, the
earlier incursions and what he called Eisen-
hower’s avowal that U-2 flights *“‘remain the
calculated policy of the United States.”

Eisenhower ground his teeth; his bald head
and neck turned an angry shade of pink, and
he scrawled a note to Herter: “I am going to
take up smoking again.” Charles Bohlen of
the State Department hissed, “We can’t sit
still for this.” De Gaulle affected polite bore-
dom. When Khrushchev bellowed too loudly
he said, ““The acoustics in this room are excel-
lent. We can all hear the chairman.”

Khrushchev glared back over his spectacles

.
T ey i o
o e e - Rt
T S A e B e
; Y o2 i - L R
R i ; A Ten A
- " % o -
b “ I g 5 5 W O
b e ; v o 1
LE e e . bt Lo e P R
b — ’ e n el baa o

and pressed on: “How 1s 1t possible to produc-
tively negotiate . . . when the U.S. government
and the President himself have not only failed
to condemn this provocative act . . . but de-
clared that such acts will continue?” Marshal
Rodion Malinovsky, the Soviet Defense Min-
ister, grimaced and nodded furiously.

“We want to participate in the talks on an
equal footing—and that is only possible if the
United States declares that it will not violate
Soviet borders, that 1t deplores the acts under-
taken in the past and will punish those directly
guilty of such actions.” Evidently the current
U.S. government did not see “‘that there i1s no
other way but peaceful coexistence.”” Thus
they should “‘postpone this conference for
about six to eight months.” By then Eisenhow-
er would no longer be President.

“I wish to address the people of the United
States of America. I am deeply convinced that
all levels of American society do not want war.
The exception 1s just a small, frantic group in
the Pentagon and militarist circles who benefit
from the arms race and reap huge profits.”

He thanked de Gaulle and Macmillan for
helping to arrange the summit. **We regret
that this meeting has been torpedoed by the re-

ALARM ABOUT
A PENTAGON GOUP

Just hours before Eisenhower and
Khrushchev sat down at the summit
table, U.S. Secretary of Defense
Thomas Gates concluded that the
Soviet leader was about to break up
the meeting and renew the cold war.

From his command post in Paris,
after consulting the President, Gates
decreed a worldwide U.S. military
alert. Soldiers, sailors and airmen
manned their stations. The
unexpected alert shocked American
reporters, who besieged the
Pentagon demanding to know
whether generals were trying to
seize power while civilian leaders
were out of Washington.

‘I THOUGHT THE PILOT
WOULD DIE’

In August, 1964, while completing his
memoirs, former President
Eisenhower telephoned CIA Director
John McCone to resolve questions
about the U-2 affair. From a
never-before-released CIA transcript:
Eisenhower: As | understood it . . .
there was really no fear of ever
getting back a live pilot if it [the U-2]
was knocked down by a hostile
[Soviet] action. . .. The whole cover
story was built on the basis that the
man would never survive.

McCone: | realize that, and | realized
that at the time. But it was absolutely
wrong. . . .

Eisenhower: | don’t want to be
accusing people of having fooled
me. But | do know that they told me:
... You just don’t have to worry,
General. It is perfectly all right
because there’'s nobody there.”
That's all.

dv

actionary circles of the United States. . . . We
regret that it has not achieved the results ex-
pected by all nations of the world. Let the dis-
grace and blame for this rest with those who
have proclaimed a bandit policy toward the
Soviet Union! . . .

“As everybody knows, President Eisenhow-
er and I agreed to exchange visits. . . . We
were planning to give a good welcome to this
honored guest.” But now the Soviet people
could not recetve him with proper cordiality.
“On 1ts part the Soviet government will con-
tinue to do its utmost to relax international
tension and resolve problems that still divide
us today.”

The only sound in the room was the ticking
of the gold clock at the center of the table.

Eisenhower sald that Khrushchev had been
misinformed. The American government had
not threatened more overflights: ““The actual
statements go no further than to say that the
United States will not shirk its responsibility
to safeguard against surprise attack. In point
of fact these flights were suspended after the
recent incident and are not to be resumed. . . .

“I have come to Paris to seek agreements
with the Soviet Union which would eliminate
the necessity for a/l forms of espionage, in-
cluding overflights. I see no reason to use this
incident to disrupt the conference.”

Looking stricken, Macmillan said: *‘I natu-
rally deplore that after the long and painful
ascent to the summit we now find this dark
cloud upon us. I quite understand the feelings
that have been aroused by this incident. But I
would like to . . . make two points: First, what
has happened has happened. Second, we all
know that espionage . . . is a disagreeable fact
of life and also that most forms of espionage
involve violation of national sovereignty.”

Macmillan noted that the President had
made clear that overflights would not be re-
sumed. “I am glad Mr. Khrushchev did not
propose abandonment [of the summit] but
postponement only. However, I would sug-
gest to him, as the French proverb goes, “Ce
qui est deferé est perdu’” [What is postponed 1s
lost]. A long delay after all our efforts . . . will
itself bring great harm to the cause for which
we have worked so hard.”

By now de Gaulle was angry. He told Khru-
shchev: “Before you left Moscow and after
the U-2 was shot down . . . you told my am-
bassador that this conference should be held
and that it would be fruitful. . . . You have
brought Mr. Macmillan here from London,
General Eisenhower from the United States
and have put me to serious inconvenience to
organize and attend a meeting which your in-
transigence will make impossible. . . . It would
not serve humanity to break up on the basis of
a parochial incident.”” He proposed a day’s re-
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cess. Khrushchev shook his head. Eisenhower
had not apologized for his “aggressive act.”
“We will allow no one—but no one—to vio-
late our sovereignty!”

De Gaulle: ‘““Yesterday that satellite you
launched just before you left Moscow to 1m-
press us overflew the sky of France 18 times
without my permission. How do I know that
you do not have cameras aboard which are
taking pictures of my country?”

“Our latest sputnik has no cameras.”

“Well, how did you take those pictures of
the far side of the moon which you showed us
with such justifiable pride?”

“In that one I had cameras.”

“Ah, in that one you had cameras! Pray
continue.’

For the first time since their Camp David
meeting eight months before, Khrushchev
spoke directly to Eisenhower: “We don’t un-

THE U-2 CRISIS

COVERT ACTION
TO TRAP THE RUSSIANS?

Eisenhower and Macmillan were
despondent over the failure of the
Paris summit. They suspected that
more trouble lay ahead—and they
were right.

Back in Moscow, Khrushchev
launched a massive anti-Western
propaganda attack. “The road to hell
Is paved with good intentions,” he
told a Kremlin audience, “and that is
where Eisenhower will land!”

At the United Nations, Andrel
Gromyko denounced American
“perfidy”: Eisenhower’s talk of
improving relations before the U-2
flight had been like the Japanese

derstand what devil pushed you into doing
this provocative act to us just before the sum-
mit. If there had been no incident, we would
have come here in friendship and the best pos-
sible atmosphere.” He raised his hands above
his head: ““As God 1s my witness I come with
clean hands and a pure soul.”

(Eisenhower later said that when he heard
Khrushchev say this, he almost choked.)

De Gaulle: “There are many devils in the
world, and it 1s the job of this conference to
exorcise them.”

Eisenhower: I cannot speak for my suc-
cessor—"

Khrushchev: “Nor am I eternal.”

Eisenhower: “—and I do not know what
decision the next President will make. How-
ever, the flights will not be resumed not only
for the duration of the conference but for the
entire duration of my term.”

“For us that 1s not enough,” said Khru-
shchev. “There 1s no reference to condemna-

envoys “‘smiling in Washington
before Pearl Harbor.”

Exactly two months after May Day
the Soviets shot down an American
RB-47 spy plane over the Barents
Sea. Khrushchev tried to escalate
the event into another U-2 affair.

By August, Eisenhower had had
enough. Gordon Gray, his national-
security adviser, privately suggested
to him that the U.S. regain the
offensive by covert action. Gray
proposed a plan to humiliate
Khrushchev. The U.S. could secretly
lure a Soviet plane, submarine or
trawler across American boundaries
and then complain to the world of a
Soviet border violation—"whether
absolutely technically true or not,”
as Gray put it. But Eisenhower
refused to authorize the trap.

tion or regret for the insult made to us. . . .
We don’t want to aggravate relations. They
require a great deal of improvement anyhow.
But please understand that our internal poli-
tics requires this. It is a matter of honor.”
Bohlen was astonished by Khrushchev’s ref-
erence to internal politics and thought it
showed the severe pressure on him from in-
side the Kremlin.

“Please understand: How can I invite as a
dear guest the leader of a country which has
committed an aggressive act against us? .
We are not prepared to come as poor relatives
to beg NATO members for mercy and beg
your leader not to violate our frontiers.”

Macmillan said, ‘It would be desirable to
fix a time for the meeting tomorrow because
the press might think the conference has bro-
ken down, which it may.” Khrushchev cor-
rected him: “This 1s not the beginning of the
conference. That has not started yet.”

It was 2:06 p.m. Khrushchev and his entou-
rage marched downstairs to his limousine 1n
the palace courtyard.

Upstairs Eisenhower exclaimed, ““What kind
of apology does that man want?”” De Gaulle
took him by the arm: “I do not know what
Khrushchev is going to do or what 1s going to
happen. But . . . I want you to know that I am
with you to the end.”

The President rode back to his residence and
marched into the house: ‘““You might have
thought we'd done a Hungary!” He stomped
about the living room: “I’m just fed up! I'm
just fed up!” Khrushchev was nothing but a
“son of a bitch” trying to impress the Krem-
lin—*‘completely intransigent and insulting to
the United States.” Had Khrushchev revoked
the invitation to Russia? Fine. That only saved
him the bother of turning it down himself!

Bohlen declared, ‘It was the coldest gather-
ing of human beings I believe I've ever seen.”

Tuesday morning, May 17. John Eisenhower
walked into the President’s sitting room just
after 8 and found his father with Herter,
Goodpaster and Press Secretary James Hag-
erty discussing tactics for the day. The Presi-
dent had not slept soundly.

Outside his residence Khrushchev an-
nounced, ‘“‘Unless President Eisenhower apol-
ogizes and admits America made an aggres-
sive action against the Soviet Union, I will
return home.”

At the Elysée at 10 the Western leaders re-
solved to send Khrushchev a written invita-
tion to a 3 o’clock session. With several hours
to kill, Eisenhower took Macmillan to see the
chateau in Marnes-la-Coquette where he had
lived as commander of Supreme Headquar-
ters, Allied Powers, Europe.

L A S R e

At 3 Eisenhower, Macmillan, de Gaulle and
their aides sat down in the palace. De Gaulle
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announced that at last report Khrushchev was
“kissing babies on the street and electioneering
for the French Communist Party.”

Now Khrushchev was relaxing in a hot bath
at the Soviet residence. At 3:20 one of his aides
called the Elysee: If this was to be an actual
summit meeting, Khrushchev would not at-
tend unless his conditions were satistfied.

De Gaulle: **Tell him that 1t 1s the custom
between civilized nations to respond to written
communications by written communications.”

With tears in his eyes Macmillan asked his
colleagues to let him appeal to Khrushchev to
return to the table. Two years of work for
peace were about to collapse in “‘the worst cri-
sis my country has experienced since the war.”
Eisenhower whispered to Herter, “You know,
poor old Hal 1s very upset about this, and I
think we might go as far as to meet him on this
one point.”” Bohlen scribbled Herter a fierce
note that emotional appeals were the wrong
approach to use with Soviet leaders. De Gaulle
thought the proposal “too Byzantine.”

At 4:15 a written message arrived from
Khrushchev: He would not attend unless his
terms were met.

The three Western leaders wrote out a com-
munique declaring the summit dead. Eisen-
hower returned to his residence. Someone
asked 1f he had been concerned about Mac-
millan’s emotional plea to press on after the
summit had obviously failed. “Not at all,”
said the President. “I know Harold well, and
that’s just an act he puts on.”

Wednesday, May 18. Thousands of report-
ers and other spectators packed into a swelter-
ing hall at the Palais de Chaillot. Khrushchey
walked on stage and clasped his hands over
his head, provoking what someone called ‘“‘the
noise and violence of a quasi riot.” Flanked
by Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko and
Malinovsky, he stood behind a table and
pounded it so hard that he toppled a bottle of
mineral water:

“I have already been informed that [West
German] Chancellor [Konrad] Adenauer sent
here some of those Fascist bastards we didn’t
finish off at Stalingrad. We hit them so hard
that we put them 10 feet underground right
away. If you boo us and attack us again, look
out! We will hit you so hard that there won’t
be a squeal out of you!”

The crowd leaped from seats, shrieked and
shook fists. Someone shouted a question: Why
hadn’t Khrushchev asked Eisenhower at
Camp David to halt the U-2 flights? “I will
answer that question with pleasure. When 1
was talking at Camp David with President Ei-
senhower, I almost opened my mouth to
make that statement. The atmosphere was so
convivial, with the President telling me to call
him ‘my friend” in English and calling me
‘moi drug’ in Russian—Ilike a brother he was!
It was then that I wanted to tell my friend
that 1t was not nice to fly over a friend’s terri-
tory without his permission.

AFTER THE GRISIS: IKE,
KHRUSHGHEV, POWERS

The U-2 crisis ended bargaining on a
limited nuclear-test ban. No accord
was signed until 1963. What ensued
were perhaps the darkest years of
the cold war, culminating in the
Cuban missile crisis.

Powers was subjected to a Moscow
show trial. Khrushchev considered
commuting the pilot's 10-year
sentence but feared it might help
Eisenhower’s party
win the 1960
election. He later
boasted that by
keeping Powers he
had cast “the
deciding ballot™ for
John Kennedy.

In February,
1962, Powers was
exchanged for
Soviet spy Rudolf Abel. FBI Director
J. Edgar Hoover opposed the trade:
Abel was far more valuable, and it
would be “catastrophic if the U.S.
arranged for Powers’s release and he
then refused to come home.”

Following his CIA debriefing,
Powers joined Lockheed as a U-2 test
pilot in California. In 1970 he was let
go after writing a memoir, Operation
Overflight, that displeased many U.S.
intelligence officials. Unable to get a
job in U.S. commercial aviation, he
became a Los Angeles broadcast
pilot and was killed when his
helicopter crashed in August, 1977.

Khrushchev was ousted in 1964.
He later said that his fall from power
pegan with the U-2 downing on May
Day, 1960. After that, he said, he
had had to share power with
Kremlin hard-liners.

Eisenhower told an aide in the
summer of 1960 that he thought he
was making “‘big progress’ in
curbing the cold war until the “stupid
U-2 mess” ruined his efforts. Shortly
before he died in 1969 he said: ““| had
longed to give the United States and
the world a lasting peace. | was able
only to contribute to a stalemate.”

“But then I thought better of it and decid-
ed: ‘No, I am not going to tell him. There is
something stinky about this friend of mine.” ™
He waved his own fists: ““To hear President
Eisenhower it would seem that the question of
whether U.S. military planes will or will not
fly over the U.S.S.R. depends on him and him
alone. Just think—what presumption! Now he
says they will not overfly—what magnanim-
ity! This 1s to be decided by us and us
alone. ... We shall deal shattering blows to
the bases where they came from—and at
those who set up the bases!”

At the American residence Eisenhower
read the text of Khrushchev’s harangue as it
came over the ticker and cried, “Incredible!
Unbelievable!” At his embassy Macmillan did
the same and thought it “reminiscent of Hit-
ler at his worst.”

“It’s a tragedy, a real tragedy,” said a Sovi-
et diplomat, adjourning with a British report-
er to a café. “‘I was in Moscow just a few days
ago. Everybody was rushing to Gorky Park to
see the ‘new American exhibition,” the rem-
nants of the spy plane. . . . Khrushchev had
been telling them that there were warmongers
and cold-war maniacs 1n America, but he
trusted Eisenhower. . . .

“Now everything has changed. He has
come to the conclusion that Eisenhower may
be a good man, for all he knows, but hopeless-
ly weak and helpless and dominated by the
CIA. . . . What the Americans proclaimed by
refusing to make even the most routine apolo-
gies to us was that the Soviet Union was a
totalitarian country whose sovereignty it was
not necessary to respect. . . .

“And to think that only a fortnight ago
they were preparing to give Eisenhower a
more tremendous reception—and a perfectly
genuine one—than our country had ever giv-
en to any foreign statesman from either West
or East. It was that which those Pentagon and
Allen Dulles bastards were afraid of.”

Friday afternoon, May 20. As the President
walked down the ramp from *“Air Force One”™
he saw Mamie with tears in her eyes. He
averted his glance and blinked hard, himselt
on the verge of tears. Someone wrote, “This
had been the biggest disappointment of his
life, and he made no attempt to hide 1t.”

The band played, the crowd cheered. Fire-
boats sprayed greeting as the open black car
crossed the Potomac. Two hundred thousand
Americans lined the route. On Pennsylvania
Avenue, he passed under a great banner which
said: “THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT.™

The car rolled to a stop beneath the north
portico of the White House. Eisenhower
turned toward the throngs pressing against
the black iron fence and thrust both arms into
the air as he had done long ago while riding
down Broadway after victory in Europe. Then
he disappeared into the mansion. W
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(53)

HAMILTON FOR CHRONICLE FEATURES

American companies
get arise from
the dollar’s fall

Exporters watched overseas markets
dry up during 1980-85 as the dollar’s
value against other currencies climbed.
Now, with the dollar down 30 percent
from 1ts peak and at a postwar low
against the Japanese yen, these compa-
nies are beginning to reap benefits.
Fourteen months ago, General Elec-
tric lost a $350 million contract to
Mitsubishi for a gas-turbine project in
Saudi Arabia. Late in 1985, against the
same competition, GE won a $71 mil-
lion contract to supply turbines to Pa-
kistan. Chairman Jack Welch says a
weaker dollar and a stronger trade
policy present the U.S. with “a real
chance to win again in world markets.”
Hewlett-Packard’s international or-
ders shot up 28 percent, to a record
$805 million, in the November-January
quarter. The pickup began immediately
after the U.S. and its major economic
partners began exerting downward
pressure on the dollar last fall. Pot-
latch, the forest-products firm, has seen
overseas business strengthen in recent
weeks. Its export shipments had
dropped sharply in 1984 and 1985.
Domestically, a weaker dollar is

BUSINESS BRIEFING

helping American manufacturers com-
pete against imports. The frequency of
price hikes on Japanese cars leaves
Detroit in an enviable position. Says
President Tetsuo Chino of American
Honda: “If we keep raising prices like
~ this, we won'’t sell all the cars we bring
- 1n under import quotas.” Honda’s Ac-
- cord LX, up 17 percent in price from
- 1985, now costs 42 percent more than
- the competing Ford Tempo LX.

The impact of currency changes re-
- mains uneven. Sony is forsaking profits
~ to maintain its U.S. market share—
earnings fell 22 percent during Novem-
 ber-January even as sales rose 8 per-
~ cent. Grain exports remain depressed,
with U.S. wheat priced 50 percent
above European grain. Deere & Com-
pany doesn’t expect a pickup in export
orders for its farm and industrial equip-

dales of greeting cards

| $3.4 hil.
—

$2.1 hil.
e e
1975 1980 1985

USN&WH—Basic dala: Greeting Card Association

‘Ah, it may be this martini
speaking, but | sense a
small technical rebound.’

' ment before next year. Still, events
unfolding today present U.S. exporters
with opportunities they haven’t had in
years.

= Up in the air over fares

The collapse 1in o1l prices should save
airlines $2.5 billion a year on fuel (Salo-
mon Brothers), $2.9 billion (First Bos-

| ton) or $3.5 billion (Airline Econom-
- 1cs). The ultimate number may be

immaterial, because carriers risk com-
peting it all away in fare-cutting bouts

- that continue unabated.

How low 1s low? People Express on
March 17 announced a $49 one-way
fare from Newark to eight Florida cit-
ies, with some restrictions. Despite a 22

~ percent jump in passenger miles n

February and high load factors, Ameri-
can Airlines expects to lose money 1n

 the first quarter. So does United. Price

wars 1n Denver are such that some
travel agents charge travelers $10 to
write cheap tickets. ‘I was making
$3.90 on $39 fares and losing money,”
complains President Betty Wilcox of
Personalized Travel Service there.

Fare cuts to fill seats have become a
ritual during the slow winter months.
The industry expects that, come spring,
traffic will rise, empty seats will disap-
pear and fares will firm. President Har-
old Pareti of Presidential Airways says

that. once carriers realize the extent of

38
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MAX BAUCUS WASHINGTON, DC

(202) 224-2651
MONTANA

MONTANA TOLL FREE NUMBER
1-800-332-6106

Rnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 23, 1986

Edward G. Sperry

Col. USAF (Ret.)

5/75 East Side Highway
Stevensville, Montana 59870

Dear Col. Sperry:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the unfortunate Challenger
incident. I appreciate your taking the time to bring your concerns to my
attention. I found your letter most interesting.

In effort to assist you, I have forwarded your letter to the appro-
priate official at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. As
soon as L receive a response, I will be back in touch with you.

In the meantime, if you have any further information or questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

With best personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

BILLINGS BOZEMAN BUTTE GREAT FALLS HELENA MISSOULA
(406) 657-6790 (406) 586-6104 (406) 782-8700 (406) 761-1574 (4086) 449-5480 (406) 329-3123
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National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Washington, D.C
20546

C:MKK:C19593;A62034¢ Airr 2
b,

Honorable Max Baucus
United States Senate
Washiagton, DC 20510

DBear Senator Baucus:

This letter responds £o your ianquiry of June 23, 1986, to
Admianistrator James C. Fletcher on behalf of Mr. Edward G. Sperry
who expressed concern about the lack of an escape system in the
design of the space shuttle.

The decision was made early in the development of the space
shuttle to remove crew ejection seat capability after the orbital
test flights in order to accommodate the larger crews required
for the operational flight program. The ejection seats were
derivations of the high altitude SR-71 (reconnaisance aircraft)
seats, and were very heavy and bulky. No more than two
astronauts would physically fit on the orbiter flight deck. The
decision to remove the seats was based on the premise that the
first four test flights were sufficieat to prove safety and
reliability of the space shuttle systems, including the solid
rocket boosters. It was also based on the basic space shuttle

design philosphy which was to desiga out all possible failure
modes which would result ian an ejection situation.

It should be noted that the ejection seats had problems of their
own. There were over one hundred life threatening failure modes
resident in the ejection system as installed in the Space Shuttle
Columbia (iacluding uncommanded rocket detonation, and premature
overhead hatch jettison.) Further, the envelope of the ejection
seats was limited to post launch (no on pad abort capability)
through 100,000 feet. The solid rockets burn for another

25 seconds above 100,000 feet. Moreover, there was serious
concern about ejection through the maian engine plume with
possible injury to crew or damage to parachutes.

The Presidential Commission on the Space Shuttle Challenger
Accident did an in depth review of the history of crew escape in
the space shuttle program. They coacluded that no known escape
system could have saved the Challeager crew; however, they did
recommend that NASA "make all efforts to provide a crew escape
System for use during coatrolled gliding flight."”



Before the Commissioa report was published, the Natioaal Space
Transportation System program maacager at the Johasoa Space Center
ianitiated a thorough review of the eatire range of crew egress
and escape options. A team was formed coasistiag of NASA
eagineers, iadustry, aad military experts (iacluding the crew
experts from the Air Force Aeronautical Laboratories in Ohio).

On June 30 of this year, the team finmished a two moath coaceptual
study which picked up where previous shuttle escape studies left
off in examining state of the art systems.

As a result of the escape team study, the shuttle program maanager
has issued iastructions to the Keanedy Space Ceater to improve
their grouand egress systems aand procedures and to the Orbiter
Project Office to work with the prime orbiter comtractor
(Rockwell International ) on a more detailed study of a variety of
escape options. Included are manual and rocket assisted bailout,
rocket extraction, ejection seats and ejection pods. These
studies will define cost and schedule impacts for each coacept
and will be used to help the shuttle program maanager decide what
sort of egress/escape system will be implemeanted before the next
tflight, as well as the longer term.

Additionally, reviews are currently underway in the areas of
shuttle hardware concerans, intact abort capabilities (those
emergencies where the orbiter can be flown safely to an abort
landing field), and potential emhancements. The obvious intent
of all these reviews is to determine those changes which caan be
implemented in the interest of decreasing the probability of
failures which might require crew escape prior to loss of vehicle
coRtEo NoENditichd ne .

In summary, Mr. Sperry's concern for crew safety is shared by
NASA, aand a significant effort is currently underway both to
decrease the probability of catastrophic failures which would
require escape and to provide the crew with some reasoanable means
to safely leave the vehicle should a non—-intact abort emergency
arise.

Please let us kanow when we may be of further assistance to you.

Sincerely,

F. Murphy
istant Admimdstrator
for Legislative Affairs
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Dearn Senator "acus;

» : %
Yecent news neleases concenning nrecovery ol majon portions of the ‘hallenger’s
L] (-‘\ - L]
craw comparitment compel me to wnite. Ternans mu comments will assis# wu in
L ] } - ;' * ’ L } L L] ;
ev.r:rluafm{; the necommendations which will be forthcomine concerning boh

’ ] / ) ) 0
the Snuttle Prooram and {future space e’foria.

[ire 40 many citizens, the loss of the "nallencer’s crew was sorzéwing.
Ferraps mone so in my insZance as [ am awarne that the crew did no# have o
die. (acape from high altitudes is both possible and feasable.

Please allow me 2o briefly comment about !’u'_;;fz. altitude escape as it {9 a

tield in wnich [ wonked for many yeana.

[ am a retired [5AF (olonel. (farly in my career [ tested ejection seas at
Aioh Apeeds and /u_gf’z altitudes., COurn intent at #nhat time was o develop

edcape Aistens forn wse at ant gpeed on altitudes an aircrali reached.

/e tecanodogy 2o escape from "9 miles up” has eisted since the (950" 4!

[ personally ejected frnom a P-47 at 46,000, e made numerows dummy tests
Lrom beneath balloons at altitudes up Zo 100,(000'. Finalljas part of the
same program ‘Joe Kittinger decended /:»g parachute trom a balloon at

(02, 000", These statenents are orofessionally documented in Air Force
tecrnical arnchives. The 7o Uowino are 2uo exampl.es; / / / r;/;Qf ;"éclf

PT 57-477 Pant ( ASTIA DCCLNENT No. 130965 "Hioh Altitude Ralloon

mme Davps” Ocit. (957,

(2) WA TECH NOTE 55-239 ASTIA DCCIENT No. AD 118053 "DEHKIART ETLTION
FLIGKT TEST OF A SKICK-ARSORBING SFAT FIRING (ONTROL SUSTEN, Feb. 1957,

ST / s e . ! / | Y S
[he decision not o provide an edcape sysLen for 2the snuttles’ initial

/ 0] e / o J ! . /
onase ol {dight was based on considenaton of #hree economies and one



! . (4 = . | « ! y .
convenience'. [(he economies wenre: /a/ to save money (56 4o save weloht,
and [ c) fo save cr)fn,o[@ﬁ:iu. [he convenience was Zo enabde #he craw fo conduckt

] ‘ : o | . / >
the entine {:&gﬁf in a "hintalecves” environment.

At the Eime these desion decisions were made all escape systems development
had become dedicated o Low altitude escape. [he incidents of ejection wene
far mone orevalent in the Zake off and landing portion of aircral? flignt
envelopes. [nterest in hioh alititude escave, the tecinology of altitude
escape, which would have applied o Zhe shuttle, was drpped. Leading

adwecates in abridiging such nesearch wene the operational commands and he
Ain Force Flight Safety Dirnectorate.

Please don'# let it be decided  that the crew was unf&/%ell_g o sunvive because
of hich altitude. Tests have clearly shouwn that the chances of survival at
adtitudes up 2o at Least (00,000" ane excellent., [ cannvi, of course address
the exploaion; wet, people have been recovered from many ternible exposunes-
as long as the surounding structune kept it's integriy. For one famous
exanple, considen Gl/zg Powens, BUAVLNVANG afzen his (-2 was Al c”;g a Rusaian
rocret,

In conclusion, there was an excellent chance of the C/Lallenlqefa’a crew o
sunvive. Fowever #he desicn of the shuttle did noz provide {for escape
during boost. This was a deliberate and perhaps Zog,ical. choice. Howevenr,
in consideration of future proorams let's admit the choice was made. [et's

also deliberately reconsiden whether én not 1o make provisions forn escape.

Sincenely LOURA,
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vived the explosion intact, and there was refused to be interviewed. In researching  To avoid calling attention to the move,

Seven aStronaUtS may have SurVived no clear evidence the cabin even depres- the article, free-lance writer Dennis E. the remains were carried in 30-gallon plas-

surized. _ Powell interviewed former NASA officials, tic garbage cans in the back of a single
At least three of the astronauts were astronauts, Coast Guard and Navy officers, open-bed U.S. Navy pickup truck. When the

eXplOSiOI'l, died On ]mpaCt With ocean able to turn on emergency air supplies af- military and civilian medical authorities,a Navy brought remains of other astronauts

ter the blast. congressman, and members of the presi- into port in aluminum coffins draped with
Rnight-Ridder ber of the presidential commission that in- The crew cornpartment broke apart dential commission that investigated the American flags, and greeted them with
NASA officials misled employees, a vestigated the accident. when it hit the ocean at 200 mph, accident. salutes, NASA officials complained it was
presidential commission and the public The official NASA account was that the dismembering the astronauts’ bodies. Among his findings: establishing “too high a profile.”
about whether seven astronauts could have astronauts were killed instantlv in the ex- “If it had landed softly,” the Herald @ To prevent the Brevard County medi- ® Mention of the space shuttle had been
survived the explosion of the space shuttle plosion of the shuttle soon after takeoff quoted an investigator as saying, “they cal examiner from performing autopsies, deleted from President Reagan’s State of
Challenger, the Miami Herald reported to- from Cape Canaveral on Jan. 28, 1986. could have swam home.” ‘ as was required by law, the bodies of three the Union Message, which he was to deliv-
day. Actually, most of the crew were proba- National Aeroriautics and Space Admin- astronauts were moved to a military base er the evening of the launch on Jan. 28,

“There ar= some major horror stories bly conscious and aware of their fate for istration spokesinan Shirley Green said where local officials had no jurisdiction. 1986. NASA lobbied the White House to get
about th? way they tried to cover up the the 2% minutes it took to fall to the sea, there had been n¢ cover-up, and no attempt The bodies were recovered from the ocean the Space program back into the speech,
whole thing.” the news aper quoted Robert the newspaper said. at cover-up. '- and taken to Port Canaveral, then trans- and that eagerness may have translated to

(See Shuttle on page 2)

B. Hotz as saying. “There are a lot of The condition of salvaged parts indicat- NASA refused o corrjment on the Chal-  ferred to Patrick Air Force Base, 25 miles
unanswered questions.” Hotz was a mem- ed the shuttle’s crew compartment sur- lenger accident itsel{ and top officials away.

‘We’'re looking for tremendous changes’

block key road

Associated Press carriers and trucks.

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Af- He did not elaborate on casualty
ghan guerrillas claimed Saturday figures.
they cut the strategic Salang High- Last week, Jamiat leader Bu-

way oetween the capital, Kabul, rhanuddin Rabbani discussed the
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